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This book is dediated to my beloved spiritual master, HisDivine Grae A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, whosedivine wisdom and ompassion has sheltered all his sinerefollowers now and for generations to ome.



Introdution``Though one usually ignores others in attainingone's own goals, those aspiring for prema aeptdependene on others with similar goals and tastes.Thus, ooperating with eah other, they workedtogether keeping in mind the goal of prema.''(``Madhava Mahotsava'', by Srila Jiva Goswami)Over the past several years I have tried to implement, bothamong my disiples and within the temples I am overseeing,a system whih has ome to be known as the ``ounselorsystem.'' The ideas behind the ounselor system are not myown. They were oneived and put into ation, long beforeI ever began speaking on the subjet, by my dear godbrother,H.H. Radhanath Swami, in the flagship of all the temples thathave sine tried to put this system into effet, Sri Sri RadhaGopinath Mandir in Chowpatty.When I first visited Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir inJanuary of 1994, I immediately felt as if I had stumbled into anexperiene, whih was very similar to that whih I felt whenI made my first visit to an ISKCON temple in late 1972. Isensed an overwhelming feeling of harmony, happiness, andamaraderie amongst the devotees�as if they were all in onefamily. Although the temple failities were very modest, aswere those in the Boston temple in late 1972, the spirit amongstthe devotees fully ompensated for any lak of failities. I



7Introdutionsensed that the devotees were inspired beause they weresheltered and felt themselves a part of a mission.Later that evening, and for the following three evenings,I took part in programs organized both by and for devoteesliving outside the temple. What I experiened during theseprograms and after�while honoring prasadam in the assoia-tion of some of those who had attended�was the same feelingI had in the temple. The devotees attending these programswere primarily householders�husbands, wives, mothers, fa-thers, and hildren�but I sensed among them the same har-mony, happiness and amaraderie as that whih I had sensedfrom the brahmaaris who were living in the temple. Unlikemy experienes of late 1972, however, I was now witnessing arather large group of householders, living outside the temple,and even some distane away from the temple, but who alsoappeared very sheltered and extraordinarily happy to be a partof a mission�one whih appeared, at least to me, to be almostthe same as that whih the brahmaaris were engaged in.Based upon my experienes from the previous two deades,that whih most often reated suh a strong sense of ama-raderie was when the devotees were all foused together onSrila Prabhupada's mission to distribute his books. Althoughthat is still our mission, as bestowed upon all of us by SrilaPrabhupada, our Founder-Aarya, still, in my opinion, gradu-ally over the previous two deades in most temples throughoutthe world, most of those living outside, working and oftenstruggling to maintain family, were feeling left out of thatmission.Srila Prabhupada gave us more than just a mission todistribute his books. He also gave us the means to blissfullyhant, dane and honor Krishna prasadam in the assoiation



8 Introdutionof devotees. And our mission was to expand this experienein a way that it ould beome readily aessible for everyone,whether brahmaari, grhastha, vanaprastha or sannyasa. Thesehouseholders were joyfully hanting, daning and honoringKrishna prasadam, and it seemed to me that they were livingfor tasting as muh as they ould get of this netar.During that visit, I asked myself, ``What is it that is bindingthese devotees together as if they are one family? What isit that these devotees have, whih gives them suh a strongsense of mission?'' The most obvious and immediate answerwas that they have Radhanath Maharaja. But in time, I wasto learn that it was not only that they have a selfless andompassionate leader in Radhanath Maharaja, but it was alsodue to Maharaja's introdution of this ``ounselor system''�asystem he oneived, established and ontinued to look afterfor the devotees of Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir�whihgave these devotees suh a strong sense of mission.A few years later, in the fall of 1997, upon my invitation,Radhanath Maharaja made his first visit to the former SovietUnion. It was during that visit, in Kiev, when I beggedMaharaja to speak about the ounselor system for all thedevotees who gathered to hear his letures. Out of his humility,Maharajawas not so inlined. But due tomy persistent appeals,Maharaja relented, and on some of the evenings during thatvisit, Maharaja gave an introdution of his vision for the``Simple Temple'', speaking a lot on the ounselor system thathe had established for the devotees of Sri Sri Radha GopinathMandir.It was there, in Kiev, where H.H. Radhanath Maharajaplanted the ``seed'' of the ounselor system in the former So-viet Union. His talks were reorded on video and opies of



9Introdutionthose videos were sent out to all the temples in my zone, alongwith a request from me to the leaders, temple devotees, andongregational members, to wath these videos together andto glean from them ideas of how to apply these priniples intheir temples.Although Radhanath Maharaja planted a seed in thosetalks, I soon realized that if that seed was to properly growand bear fruit, then it was up to me and those who were bothpresent at his talks andwhowere able to realize the importaneof his message, to ontinue to water that seed. Moreover, whatsoon beame apparent to me, was that the appliation of thesepriniples was going to be a major hallenge within my area ofresponsibility.By the year 1997, our movement in the former SovietUnion had developed under a very diverse leadership, notonly on a zonal level, but on the seondary level of leadershipas well. Moreover, around that time I was traveling to morethan 60 ities in the former Soviet Union. Throughout mytravels, I found that most leaders were already overwhelmedwith their own set of priorities. Most were not ready to makethe ounselor system a priority and neither was I so inlinedto fore them, espeially in those areas where I was not theZonal GBC.When I realized that most temples were not readyto follow this system, I hose to try to gradually introduethe system primarily to my disiples, hoping that from amongthem at least some would learn to apply these priniples inrelation to their junior godbrothers and godsisters.Meanwhile, some temple leaders in Western Russia andUkraine also began to introdue the ``ounselor system'' to thedevotees in their temples, along with the help of experienedounselors who, by that time, had started to ome from



10 IntrodutionChowpatty to assist them. For some time, both of theseefforts went on simultaneously. I ontinued to speak aboutthe ounselor system to disiples, while some temple and zonalleaders also made efforts to implement the priniples aboutwhih theywere learning from several soures (i. e., RadhanathMaharaja, their loal GBC's and the Regional Seretary, theChowpatty devotees who were visiting Russia and Ukraine,and myself).In the years that followed, up to the present, substantialprogress has been made in this endeavor in some temples,while in others, there has been little or none. The sameould be said for my disiples. Some of them have made greatprogress as ounselors, and others have made little or none.The many reasons for this is beyond the sope of this shortintrodution, though I believe that one signifiant reasonis that most ounselors do not have the neessary supportsystem to maintain their roles as ounselors. Moreover, Ihave also ome to realize my own inability in being able toprovide adequate support for all the leaders and disiples whoare attempting to serve as ounselors. I annot visit mosttemples/regions even one in a year, what to speak of twie oreven three times, whih seems to be required, at least in itsearly development, to help build the kind of support systemneeded for a strong ounselor system.It was for this reason that in May 2004 I invited Sri-dama dasa and his wife, Kisori devi dasi, both exemplaryhouseholder ounselors from Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir,to ome to Ukraine to give seminars on spiritual ounsel-ing. Approximately one hundred fifty leaders, ounselorsand potential ounselors, from the Baltis, Belarus, Ukraine,Moldova, and Western Russia, were invited to Kiev to take



11Introdutionpart in this ``Counselor Retreat''. It was my hope that by orga-nizing a three-day gathering, dediated exlusively to spiritualounseling, a ore group of ommitted ounselors, who ouldpotentially serve as an added support for those who were strug-gling as ounselors, ould be reated. And sine the majorityof those attending were householders, it was also my hope thatby both their example and presentation, Sridama and Kisoriould dispel any doubt that a householder ouple ould serveas ounselors for a large group of devotees. The results of thisretreat seemed very favorable, at least in that most of thosewho attended expressed that they reeived substantial helpand support.As an attempt to offer additional support I have ompiledthis booklet. In the First Setion, whih forms the foundationupon whih everything else has been expanded, I have plaeda few relevant quotes from Srila Prabhupada on the subjetof spiritual shelter. Even if we were to ompile volumesof material about the ounselor system, unless we base ourpriniples on the most solid foundation of Srila Prabhupada'swords, it would all be mental speulation.Next is a short talk I gave on Lord Balarama's AppearaneDay, 2004, on the subjet of spiritual strength and shelter.Setion Two begins with relevant quotes from some of SrilaPrabhupada's letters, whih speifially indiate the same prin-iples that are being followed in the ounselor system. Therest of the setion ontains four talks, all giving general prin-iples and reasons for starting and maintaining the ounselorsystem. One talk is primarily for brahmaaris, and the otherthree are for both brahmaaris and householders. Addition-ally, there are a few exerpts from other talks, whih serve toreinfore the same reasons whih were already given in the



12 Introdutionprevious two talks for starting and maintaining the ounselorsystem.As already mentioned, the standards for this system havealready been set by H.H. Radhanath Maharaja and the devo-tees of Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir. Thus, I have simplyattempted to follow in their footsteps by using the same prin-iples that were established in Chowpatty for:1) The qualifiations of a ounselor2) The responsibilities of a ounselor, and3) The basi training priniples whih are given to theounselees,to form the basis for the material given in Setion Three.Following eah list of priniples for these three points areexerpts from talks given speifially about the ounselor sys-tem to devotees in Mosow, Belarus and Ukraine. Sine mostof the exerpts over more than one priniple, I have listedthose whih are overed at the beginning of eah group ofexerpts.With regards to the ``basi training priniples, whih aregiven to the ounselees'', most of these priniples are inor-porated into the main text of the setion. However, I haveplaed emphasis on two priniples:1) Counselees should understand how to deal with familymembers who are not devotees.2) Counselees should know how to relate withmaterialistipeople,by providing a transript of a full leture given in Pune lastyear, speifially on this subjet, at the end of this setion.In Setion Four, some partiular questions were answeredby mail, whih did not fall under the priniples outlined inSetion Three. The information in this setion will be more



13Introdutionrelevant tomy disiples or to those whomay not bemy disiplesbut who are ounselors of my disiples, than to those who arenot in either of these two ategories.Although I have no qualifiation, whatsoever, for speakingor writing on suh an elevated subjet as spiritual ounseling,still, I feel ompelled to at least try to take up the work whihHis Holiness Radhanath Maharaja has left for this servant.I pray that he will bless me to beome pure and selfless, as heis, so that I may beome a fit instrument in the hands of mybeloved spiritual master Srila Prabhupada, and be allowed toremain an eternal servant in Srila Prabhupada's mission.I would like to take this opportunity to thank the manydevotees who have made this booklet possible. Without theirhelp it would have been impossible to ompile this bookletwithin the limited time I had available to work on it.First and foremost I would like to thank His HolinessRadhanath Maharaja, whose friendship has beome one ofthe greatest treasures of my life. Without his inspiration andexample, this booklet would surely not have been ompiled.I would also like to thank Radhanath Maharaja's disiples,Sridama dasa and Kisori devi dasi, for all the help and inspira-tion they provided, and ontinue to provide, to the devoteesin Ukraine and Russia who attended their 2004 and 2005seminars in Kiev on spiritual ounseling.I would like to thank Radha Kunda devi dasi who has beensteadfastly working on Gauranga Press publiations for almost tenyears and for her unswerving dediation to organize the workin Russian. She and Yugala Piriti devi dasi translated the bookinto Russian. My gratitude also goes out to Sri Radha devi dasi,whose steadiness in editing and proofreading never eases to amazeme. I thank Naradi Gopi devi dasi, Avadatta devi dasi, Lavanga



14 IntrodutionNamni devi dasi, Satyaki dasa and Visvavasu dasa for their Russianediting. I would also like to mention all the devotees whose help intransribing have made this work possible�Trigunamayi devi dasi,Anuradha devi dasi, Cintamani devi dasi, Dina Tarini devi dasi,Kalpataru devi dasi,Kesava dasa, andSatyaki dasa. Thank you toRatiManjari devi dasi (first edition), to Mihael Golub (seond edition),to Satyaki dasa (Russian edition) for the layout, and to NandaKumara dasa for working long hours into the night for a last-minuteproofreading request. Thank you to Sri Radha devi dasi for the overdesign, toAnubhava devi dasi, her husband Kholavea Sridhara dasaand Mihael Golub for their help in making the over. Thank youto Taruni devi dasi and Triyadisa devi dasi for the proofreading inRussian. Thank you to Vasudama dasa, Arhana Viddhi devi dasiand Amala Gopi devi dasi for their help in the English printing, andto Vasudama dasa for donating the full ost for first English edition.Thank you to Prema Rasa dasa for donating the full ost of Russianprinting. Thank you toLila Smaranadevi devi dasi for help inmakingthe layout and printing arrangements for the English publiation.I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Sarva Laksmi devidasi andherhusbandSridhara dasa. They bothhelpme tremendouslyby maintaining a database of all the reports that I reeive from theounselors who are aring for my disiples and aspiring disiples.And a speial thanks to Virata Rupa dasa and all the devotees at theRasa Lila resort in the Crimea, for kindly providing me resideneand all the failities required for the ten days I was there preparingthe material for this booklet. The atmosphere there was ``just right''to do this work. I pray that the efforts of all these devotees will bringthem loser to the preious fruit of pure devotional servie.Niranjana SwamiJuly 20, 2006Boston, USA



Setion OneQuotes by Srila Prabhupadaon Spiritual Strength and Shelter``Without spiritual strength, you annotapproah Krishna.''Srimad Bhagavatam 6.9.43:ata eva svayam tad upakalpayasmakam bhagavatahparama-guros tava arana-sata-palasa-hayamvividha-vrjina-samsara-parisramopasaman�mupasrtanam vayam yat-kamenopasaditah.``Dear Lord, You are omnisient, and therefore You knowvery well why we have taken shelter at Your lotus feet, whihprovide shade that gives relief from all material disturbanes.Sine You are the supreme spiritual master and You knoweverything, we have sought shelter of Your lotus feet forinstrution. Please give us relief by ounterating our presentdistress. Your lotus feet are the only shelter for a fullysurrendered devotee and are the only means for subduing allthe tribulations of this material world. ''PURPORT One need only seek shelter of the shade of theLord's lotus feet. Then all the material tribulations thatdisturb him will be subdued, just as when one omes under



16 Setion Onethe shadowof a big tree, the disturbanes aused by the heatof the sorhing sun are immediately mitigated, withoutone's asking for relief. Therefore the whole onern ofthe onditioned soul should be the lotus feet of the Lord.The onditioned soul suffering from various tribulationsbeause of existing in this material world an be relievedonly when he seeks shelter at the Lord's lotus feet.The following are exerpts of letures by Srila Prabhupada.(Sr�mad-Bhagavatam 3.26.43 �Bombay, January 18, 1975):krsna-bhakta�niskama, ataeva 'santa'bhukti-mukti-siddhi-kam��sakali 'asanta'(C. Madhya 19.149)Krishna-bhakta, one who is fully Krishna onsious, he issanta. He is fully onfident. Krishna onsiousness or Godonsiousness, he is fully onfident that ``Krishna, I havesurrendered to Krishna. I have taken shelter of Krishna, andHe has promised, aham tvam sarva-papebhyo moksayisyami [Bg.18.66℄. Then where is the ause of my anxiety?'' Thereforehe an beome. . . He has understood Krishna, the SupremePersonality, almighty, all-powerful, full of all opulenes. ``So ifhe has taken my harge, then where is my anxiety?'' That issanti. That is santi. And so long we are taking shelter ofmaya,asat, whih will not stay. . .Suppose we are taking shelter, hild is taking shelter of thefather, mother, or the itizens is taking shelter of the state, ofthe government. So one has to to take shelter of something elsefor protetion, for seurity. But they are not atually seurity.Therefore we are always full of anxiety. You may be a itizen



17Quotes by Srila Prabhupada on Spiritual Strength and Shelterof a great state like United States of Ameria. But you arenot without any anxiety beause that shelter is not suffiient.That will not stay. Just like reently in Ameria they had todethrone Mr. Nixon beause they were not free from anxiety.So you annot beome free from anxiety by taking shelter ofanything material. That is not possible. Sada samudvigna-dhiyam asad-grahat [SB 7.5.5℄. Asat and sat. Satmeans eternal,and asat means temporary. So we are eternal. Na hanyatehanyamane sar�re [Bg. 2.20℄. We are not annihilated after theannihilation or destrution of this body. Therefore we have totake shelter of the eternal. Then we'll be happy. And so longwe shall take shelter of the temporary thing, asat, this materialworld, material soiety, friendship, love, state, ommunity,nation�anything you take, they are not permanent�so youannot be happy. But if you take shelter for seurity at thelotus feet of the Supreme, then you are atually seure.(LordNityananda'sAvirbhavaAppearaneDay Leture�Bhubanesvara, February 2, 1977):. . . Real strength is spiritual strength. That spiritualstrength is Balarama. Therefore we have to take shelterof the lotus feet of Balarama. Balarama means guru-tattva.Balarama represents guru. If we want to understand CaitanyaMahaprabhu, if we want to understand Krishna, then we musttake shelter of Balarama.Nayam atma bala-h�nena labhyah. This Vedi injuntionmeans, ``Without the mery of Balarama you annot real-ize your spiritual identity.'' Balarama omes as NityanandaPrabhu. Therefore we must take shelter of Nityananda.This song by Narottama Dasa Thakura begins nitai-pada-kamala, koti-andra-sus�tala: ``The lotus feet of Nityananda



18 Setion Oneare as ooling as millions of moons.'' If we take shelter ofNityananda Prabhu, we'll get peae. For example, in daytime,espeially in the summer, we beome exhausted by the heat.But in the evening, as soon as there is moonshine we beomesatisfied. All the day's labor and fatigue are immediatelyremoved. One moon gives us so muh pleasure. And theshade of Nityananda Prabhu's lotus feet is as pleasing as themoonshine of millions of moons.If we atually want peae of mind, if we atually want to befree frommaterial fatigue, we must take shelter of NityanandaPrabhu. Nityananda Prabhu is strength, spiritual strength.And without spiritual strength, you annot approah Krishna.Nayam atma pravaanena labhyah: ``If you are a goodspeaker, that does not mean you'll understand Krishna.'' Namedhasa: ``Neither by a good brain.'' Beause you have avery good brain you'll understand Krishna? No. Na bahunasrutena. You think that beause you are a very good sholar,a university degree holder, you an understand Krishna? No.That is not possible.We must have spiritual strength. The soure of spiritualstrength is Balarama, Krishna's first manifestation, prakasa-vigraha. Krishna is manifesting Himself through Balarama. Sowe have to take shelter of Nityananda Prabhu.(Leture on Gurvastakam at Upsala University�Stok-holm, September 9, 1973):Everyone has blazing fire within the heart. That is theproof of material existene. Nobody is without anxieties.That blazing fire means anxieties, always. Everyone has gotanxieties. Even the small bird, he has got anxiety. Yougive the small bird some grains to eat, he'll eat it. But he's



19The Soure of Spiritual Strengthnot very peaefully eating. He'll see this way, that way, ``Ifsomebody's oming to kill me?'' Yes. This is material existene.Everyone. . . Even President Nixon, he's also full of anxieties,what to speak of others. Even Gandhi, in our ountry, hewas full of anxieties. All politiians, they're full of anxiety;although they hold very exalted post, still the material disease,anxiety, is there. So if you want to be anxiety-less, withoutany anxiety, then you must take shelter of the guru, or thespiritual master, and the test is that by the instrution of guru,by following the instrution of guru, you will be anxiety-less.This is the test.samsara-davanala-l�dha-loka-tranaya karunya-ghanaghanatvampraptasya kalyana-gunarnavasyavande guroh sr�-aranaravindamDon't make a heap guru or a fashion guru, just like you keepsometimes a dog as a fashion. Similarly, if you want to keep adog, or if you want to keep a guru as a fashion�``I have gota guru''�that will not help. You must aept a guru who anextinguish the blazing fire of anxiety within your heart. Thatis the first test of a guru.The Soure of Spiritual StrengthLord Balarama Appearane Day Letureby Niranjana Swami, Odessa festival�August 29,2004Lord Balarama is the original spiritual master and soureof spiritual strength. He is also ompletely possessed of thementality of being a servant of Krishna.



20 Setion OneIt is desribed that the only differenes between LordBalarama and Lord Krishna are that Lord Balarama plays abuffalo horn and Lord Krishna plays a flute; Lord Balarama hasa fair omplexion and Lord Krishna has a dark omplexion;and Lord Balarama is possessed of the abhimana (mentality)that, ``I am a servant of Krishna,'' whereas Krishna doesn'thave that mentality.Lord Krishna expands into different forms. His originalform is svayam-rupa. He then expands into what is alled thesvayam-prakasa and the vaibhava-prakasa. Svayam-prakasais when Krishna manifests His same form, suh as whenHe manifested Himself to eah and every gopi in rasa-lila.Vaibhava-prakasa is an expansion with some slight differene,and that slight differene is manifested in Lord Balarama.Krishna's svarupa is desribed as onsisting of sat, it andananda. Sat means eternal existene. It omes from the wordsata, whih means that whih exists. And anything that existshas some form. All the forms that exist in the spiritual world,suh as theVrndavana forest, the rivers, and the owherd boys,ome from Lord Balarama. Lord Balarama serves the SupremeLord in the spiritual world. He is the predominating deity ofthe sandhini poteny, from whih even Krishna's form omes.All form in the spiritual world is not the same as form inthe material world. In the spiritual world, there is unlimitedvariety. It is not void. All the variety that exists in thespiritual world is resting upon the sandhini poteny, andthus Lord Balarama manifests Vrndavana�that plae whereKrishna's pastimes are manifest.The it poteny is the knowledge poteny of whih thepredominating deity is Krishna Himself. It is known as thesamvit poteny. We think of samvit as meaning ``knowledge''.



21The Soure of Spiritual StrengthBut atually it is also desribed how this samvit poteny ismanifest in the spiritual world as sambandha or relationship.In the spiritual world, that knowledge whih is manifestin the residents of the spiritual world is their relationshipwith Krishna. Their knowledge is, ``I am Krishna's friend.''Balarama is thinking, ``I am Krishna's brother. I am Krishna'sservant.'' That is Their relationship, or sambandha. NandaMaharaja is thinking that ``I am Krishna's father''. MotherYasoda is thinking, ``I am Krishna's mother''. Krishna isthinking, ``Yasoda is My mother''. And Krishna is thinking,``Nanda Maharaja is My father.'' This is the samvit potenyas it is manifest in the spiritual world, and Krishna is thepredominating deity of the samvit poteny.Then there is ananda, or bliss, and the predominating deityof this hladini poteny is Srimati Radharani. From SrimatiRadharani expands unlimited owherd girls, who also furtherexpand into the queens in Dwaraka, and the goddesses offortune in Vaikuntha. They are all manifest from SrimatiRadharani, and She is the predominating deity of the hladinipoteny, or that poteny whih gives Krishna pleasure.Balarama is serving Krishna both in the spiritual world andalso in the osmi manifestation. He furthers expands intoMaha-Sankarsana, then into Mahavisnu, and then the unlim-ited universes are all manifested. These unlimited universesare all being held up by the strength of Lord Balarama.nayam atma bala-hinena labhyona a pramadat tapaso vapy alingat``The Supreme Lord is not attained by one who has no spiritualstrength, by one who is wild or areless, or by one whose



22 Setion Oneausterities are not appropriate. The Supreme Lord is attainedby one who always strives by the right means to attain Him.Suh a person enters into the spiritual world.'' [MundakaUpanisad℄Prabhupada explains that bala, spiritual strength, is LordBalarama, and it is He who is holding up, by His unlimitedstrength, innumerable universes on His hoods. In the Cai-tanya Bhagavata, it is explained that Ananta Sesa is holdingunlimited universes upon His hoods, but He, Himself, is notstanding on anything. Therefore we must understand that Heis the original soure of all spiritual strength. Somebody maybe very strong and may be able to hold up a very heavy weighton his head. But if there is nothing holding him, what anhe hold? He will go down along with everything else. ButAnanta Sesa an hold unlimited universes on His hoods, andnothing is holding Him. How is He doing this? Beause He isthe original soure of all spiritual strength.Prabhupada quotes this verse in Krishna Book and explainshow Lord Balarama is the soure of spiritual strength. LordBalarama is also the original spiritual master. Therefore onemust get this spiritual strength by the representative of LordBalarama, the spiritual master, who is providing this spiritualstrength for the disiple. It is not that the spiritual master hashis strength alone, but he is getting it from Lord Balarama.Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur explains inCaitanya Siksamritahow Lord Balarama's killing of the demon Dhenukasura andPralambasura were ompared to the destrution of ertainontaminations. Dhenukasura represents the ontaminationof being like an ass. Just as the ass arries a very heavy burden,in the same way Dhenukasura represents the living entity whois arried by ignorane. This ignorane ismanifest as ignorane



23The Soure of Spiritual Strengthof one's eternal identity or nature in the spiritual world.Bhaktivinode Thakur also desribes that the misoneptionsabout the eternal nature of the holy name as well as themisoneptions whih arise from the misunderstanding ofwhat is atually worshipable and what is not worshipable arealso represented by the Dhenukasura demon. This demonhas to be killed by one's own endeavors. He says that whenthe living entity makes the endeavor himself to beome freefrom these false oneptions, after hearing the appropriateinstrutions from the spiritual master, then Lord Balarama,who is the soure of spiritual strength, gives him the strength tooverome these misoneptions. Just as Lord Balarama killedthe Dhenukasura demon, similarly Lord Balarama will alsogive us the strength to beome free from these misoneptionswhih are overing us. We also have to make endeavorsourselves, but as the verse laims, the Supreme Lord is notattained by onewhohas no spiritual strength, nor by onewho iswild or areless, nor by one whose austerities are inappropriate.The Supreme Lord reveals Himself to that person who alwaysstrives to attain Him by the right means. Suh a person entersthe spiritual world.We are very muh dependent upon strength from the spir-itual master, but we also have to make the endeavor. Thespiritual master an be ompared to the affetionate motherwho nurtures and protets her newborn baby girl from badelements. These bad elements are ompared to be like thesevere heat of the sun or severe old, like hunger and thirst,or like dangerous reatures. These an also be ompared tothe misoneptions of bhukti and mukti. The spiritual masterprotets the sraddha, by revealing what is bhakti and exposingwhat is bhakti-abhasa. He enlightens the disiple about how



24 Setion Oneto beome free from these misoneptions about what is puredevotional servie. Bhakti-abhasa simply resembles bhakti butit is not real devotional servie. There is karma-misra bhakti;there is jnana-misra bhakti; there is bhakti that is mixed withso many types of misoneptions. These misoneptions mustbe destroyed by proper knowledge. The spiritual master de-stroys these misoneptions and shows what is the differenebetween pure devotional servie and devotional servie whihis mixed with karma and jnana. If we want to attain Krishna,if we want to go to the spiritual world and if we atually wantto understand what is our sambandha, or relationship withKrishna, then we must exeute devotional servie as desribedby Srila Rupa Goswami: anyabhilasita-sunyam jnana-karmady-anavrtam/ anukulyena krsnanu-silanam bhaktir uttama. Thisuttama-bhakti, the highest devotional servie, must be ren-dered with a favorable attitude towards pleasing Krishna. Itmust be anyabhilasita sunyam�ompletely devoid of all othermotives, free from karma, the desire for fruitive gain, freefrom mental speulation, and the desire for liberation fromthe impersonal oneption, whih arises from jnana.The spiritual master gives the disiple appropriate instru-tions. The seed of devotional servie is planted within theheart and that seed must be watered�brahmanda bhramitekona bhagyavan jiva / guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija.The watering proess goes on by ontinuous hearing. Butwhile the watering proess ontinues, the weeds may also growalong with the devotional reeper. Lord Caitanya says thatone has to be very areful to disriminate between what isthe devotional reeper and what is the weed. This disrimi-nation is the result of one's own endeavors. When a devoteemakes these endeavors to strive to ahieve Krishna by the right



25The Soure of Spiritual Strengthmeans, then Lord Balarama is there to give him the strength tooverome the obstales of the material world, whih manifeststhrough the instrutions of the spiritual master.We are proteted by hearing the appropriate instrutionsand also by making our own endeavors in the exeution ofour sadhana or bhajan. We should not be like the foolishass who does not understand things properly, being overedby ignorane. We should understand that spiritual life alsoinludes proper disrimination within the heart. And theproper endeavors with one's body, one's mind and one's words,whih should be aimed for the satisfationof guru andKrishna.On suh an auspiious day as Lord Balarama's AppearaneDay, we should ontinuously pray for that spiritual strength,and we should very arefully hear from elevated Vaisnavaswho are our guardians, our protetors. They are the eternalguardians of this sraddha, this faith that has been awakenedwithin our hearts. If we hear very arefully from them andalways pray to be in their assoiation, thenwewill get suffiientstrength to understand our eternal relationship with Krishna.



Setion TwoSrila Prabhupada's Instrutionson Caring for DevoteesThe following are exerpts of letters by Srila Prabhupada onthe subjet of providing are for other devotees.(Letter to Sri Galim�Delhi, 20 November, 1971):To answer your last point, one who teahes an be treatedas Spiritual Master. It is not that after we beome initiatedwe beome perfet. No. It requires teahing. So if we takeinstrution from them, all senior godbrothers may be treated asguru, there is no harm. Atually, you have only one SpiritualMaster, who initiates you, just as you have only one father.But every Vaisnava should be treated as prabhu, master, higherthan me, and in this sense, if I learn from him, he may beregarded as guru. It is not that I disobey my real SpiritualMaster and all someone else as Spiritual Master. That iswrong. It is only that I an all Spiritual Master someone whois teahing me purely what my initiating Spiritual Master hastaught. Do you get the sense?(Letter to Karandhara�Delhi, 3 Deember, 1971):Please aept my blessings. I am in due reeipt of yourletter of November 13, 1971, in whih you have reommendedthat Sriman Howard Sorgen and Srimate Jo AnMNamara beaepted byme as my disiples. I am very glad to aept them as



27Srila Prabhupada's Instrutions on Caring for Devoteesmy initiated students, and I have given their spiritual names asGanga Narayana das and Jaga Mohini dasi respetively. Nowyou must guide them very niely in Krishna Consiousness,beause you are a veteran devotee and pratially speaking thefuture of our Krishna Consious Soiety rests in the hands ofmy older disiples. Give them all faility to perfet their livesby proteting them and instruting them niely, that is nowthe duty of my senior disiples.(Letter to Satadari�Los Angeles, 7 July, 1974):My dear Satadari devi dasi:Please aept my blessings. I beg to aknowledge reeiptof your letter dated July 13, 1974 and have noted the ontentsarefully. Yes, a shiksa guru is anyone who an give spiritualadvanement. You take instrution from my books, and ifyou are unable to understand any portion of the books, thenyou an get it explained by any senior devotee, whetherMadhukanta or anyone else. Any senior devotee an be aninstrutor in spiritual subjet matters. If you like to takeinstrution from Madhukanta, there is no harm.I hope this meets you in good health.Your ever well wisher,A.C. Bhaktivedanta SwamiACBS/bs(Letter to Mandakini�Los Angeles, 8 February, 1970):Please hant sixteen rounds of beads daily following therules and four restritions and avoiding the ten offenses inhanting the Holy Name of Krishna. Please learn our KrishnaConsiousness way of life from the good guidane of the olderdevotees there.



28 Setion Two(Letter to Malati�Los Angeles, 6 Marh, 1970):I have heard how the new devotees are all exeuting theirdevotional servies very enthusiastially and with sinerityand humility. Yes, I have asked them to take instrutionfrom you, one of their elder Godsisters. Whatever you havelearned�you are one of the old students�whatever you havegathered by experiene, you must hand them over to the newstudents. This is alled parampara.(Letter to Govardhan�1975 So. La Cienega Blvd. Los Angeles,Cal. 90034, 6 Marh, 1970):I am enlosing herewith one sheet of standard praties forinitiated devotees, for your referene, please find. I hope youwill read our books attentively and you should ask guidane inunderstanding Krishna Consiousness from your elder God-brothers. If you stik to the priniple of regularly hantingHare Krishna and exeuting devotional servie, Krishna willgive you all protetion in all irumstanes of life.(Letter to Kasturika�Los Angeles):I am very pleased also to note your nie attitude of hum-bleness in the servie of the Lord, this is a very importantqualifiation of a devotee. Now try to learn our philosophyvery niely with the help of your elder God brothers andsisters, go on Samkirtan, and always be engaged in some kindof Krishna work, then Krishna will bless you to advane moreand more in Krishna Consiousness.(Letter to Kenneth�Bombay, 17 November, 1970):Please try your best to learn our Krishna philosophy veryniely, when you have some diffiult point you an ask adviefrom Sriman Hayagriva or your elder Godbrothers. Chant



29Srila Prabhupada's Instrutions on Caring for DevoteesHare Krishna always, do your regular tasks in Krishna Con-siousness, ooperate with the other devotees, follow stritlythe four regulative priniples and be happy in the servie ofthe Lord.(Letter to Satsvarupa�Bombay, 25 November, 1970):You are right to say that the example and kindly guidaneof our elder members in the Soiety is the most profoundfore for motivating our students both new and old towardsadvaned Krishna Consiousness. Neglet of following theregulative ativities and so-alled advanement on the basis ofself-motivation are both offensive. One should sinerely tryto bring himself to the stage of devotional servie motivatedby pure love of Krishna, and our personal example must set aguide for them.(Letter to Tradhis, Nagapatni�Gorakhpur, 11 February, 1971):So please stay strong and stronger in devotional servie toKrishna by hanting daily sixteen rounds of beads, followingthe regulative priniples stritly and avoiding the ten offensesin the matter of hanting the Holy Names of the Lord. Ifyou follow this simple proess faithfully under the diretionof your Spiritual Master and try to understand our philosophyby regular study, you will ontinue to progress your livesin Krishna Consiousness and Krishna will simultaneouslyprotet you from the attaks of Maya and provide you with allneessary failities for rendering servie untoHim. Please takeenouragement and guidane fromyour elderGodbrothers andsisters and happy in Krishna Consiousness.(Letter to Sukhada�London, 4 August, 1971):The proess is simple. Follow the regulative priniplesof devotional life undeviatingly, regularly hant 16 rounds of



30 Setion Twobeads daily and without fail, read all our literatures, attendlasses and aratis, go for street Sankirtana. If there are anyquestions, always refer them to your elder godbrothers andsisters. So our method is not so diffiult. Rather it is joyful.So engage yourself enthusiastially in this way and you will behappy and in the end go bak to home, bak to Godhead.Vision and Reasons for Starting and Maintainingthe Counselor SystemThe Need for Struggling Togetherto Help Eah OtherIstagosthi with Brahmaaris�August 8, 1999The ounselor system is a topi that is very important tome. I am happy to speak about this subjet whenever theopportunity arises.I wanted to express my onvitions today, not based uponmy position as an ``authority'', but from a personal and open-hearted viewpoint of someone who has had 27 years of expe-riene in ISKCON. If you see any validity to these years ofexperiene, then maybe when I open my heart to you, it mayinfluene you, in some small way, to understand why I feelthat this ounselor system is important.I am not here in the apaity of the GBC for Mosow.I've ome to realize that hammering from the GBC doesn'topen anyone's heart. Frankly, I'm tired of hammering, andtherefore I put away my hammer many years ago. If I ever usea hammer again, it will be only to hit a nail. I am not going tohammer on your heads to aept this system, although I maytry to open up a few minds, and hopefully some hearts as well.



31Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemJust before I ame here, I was thinking that if I opened myheart first, it might have some influene. I'm therefore justgoing to express to you why I personally feel it's important tohave this ounselor system.With that introdution, I hope you now understand whyI have ome. And I hope it's lear that your GBC is not omingtoday. Forget that. The GBC is not talking to you. NiranjanaSwami is talking to you.I have personally seen in my years of experiene in Krishnaonsiousness�or should I say in the Krishna ConsiousnessMovement�a diversion take plae. Sometimes this diversionis very prominent and sometimes it's not very prominent.When I think bak about my reasons for joining theKrishna Consiousness Movement, I remember that in myheart I joined the Krishna Consiousness Movement to de-velop devotion to Lord Krishna. I wanted to learn how tobeome Krishna onsious. In those years when I joined theKrishna Consiousness Movement, there was not that muhof a developed organization. Srila Prabhupada had establishedmany temples in the world by the time I had joined, and hehad also just established the GBC shortly before I had joined.It was obvious to me that there was some struture. But ourtemples were based upon very simple priniples.There were no suh things as bhakta programs or mem-bership programs. I don't even think we used the word ``de-partment'' in those days. I don't remember hearing the wordused at all. There was a Temple President, there was a Tem-ple Commander, and there was a temple full of brahmaarisand some brahmaarinis. There were also householders livingnearby. But mostly brahmaaris were living in the temple. Lifewas very simple and austere, beause the movement was not



32 Setion Twoso developed. We did not have muh money bak then. Iremember that during my first winter in the temple, there wasno heat for some time. All the brahmaaris were given snorkeloats, but sine the temple didn't have very muh money,they were pretty heap oats. They probably ost about $20,beause that's all we had. So at night, everybody would zip uptheir oat, and for those who had sleeping bags, they wouldrawl into them and go to sleep�very simple life. We wouldwake up for mangal arotik, hant our japa, and take breakfast,whih onsisted of a slie of orange, a few hikpeas, and someoatmeal.Then we leaned and went out on harinama, pratially allday, every day. We had lunh on harinama, whih onsisted ofbread and potatoes, and we would sit down and eat outside orin the subway. We would then return to the temple at about5:00 in the evening. Sometimes the harinama party onsistedof two devotees. Sometimes when everybody was really firedup, there would be four devotees. But that's beause thereweren't that many devotees in the temple. When I joined,we didn't have a lot of devotees in the temple, maybe 15, orsometimes it might have been even less�about 12 devotees.Then we would ome bak in the evening, take a shower,go to sundara arotik, and then to Bhagavad-gita lass. Everyday was just like that. Book distribution started to inreasea little bit more the year that I joined. But most of ourativities were entered on worship of the Deities, harinama,distributing prasadam on harinama, and distributing Bak toGodhead magazines. Life was very simple and regulated. SrilaPrabhupada emphasized these ativities for the developmentof our Krishna onsiousness�harinama, distribution of BTGmagazines, worship of the Deities, and attending lasses every



33Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemday. In this very simple environment we learned how totransform our previously ompliated lives into a very simplelife of Krishna onsiousness.In those days, temple life was like one family. We had ourdiffiulties. We had our arguments. We had our finanialproblems. We were struggling. But we were all strugglingtogether. And beause we were all struggling together, wewere helping eah other. In our efforts to help eah other,we were all able to take advantage of eah other's strengths.I remember having many friends in the temple, one of whihwas the Temple President. All he would do sometimes wasome and pat me on the bak. I needed that beause sometimesit was very diffiult. I was struggling, espeially when I startedbook distribution. But I always felt like somebody was wathingover me. And I felt safe. I was happy. Even though I wasstruggling, I felt that somebody atually ared. I'll never forgetthose beginning years in Krishna onsiousness.I'm happy that that same devotee who was my templepresident then is still very ative today. I'm also grateful tohim for the are that he showed me. He preahes in Italy.He has been preahing there for the last 15�20 years. Had Inot had that aring onern from my Temple President andfrom my Sankirtan leader, I don't know if I would have madeit through those diffiult times.It ame to the point when I was being reommendedfor initiation. My temple president reommended me to SrilaPrabhupada for initiation, andPrabhupadawrote bak, aept-ing me as his disiple. Prabhupada wrote, ``I have aepted,''and he gave my previous name, ``as my initiated disiple andhis name is Niranjana dasa. Keep him arefully now.'' It'sright there in the letter. Prabhupada said the President should



34 Setion Twotake good are of me beause Krishna onsiousness means toreate ideal men. Unfortunately, I didn't see that letter then.Atually I didn't see that letter until about 15 years later. MyTemple President never showed it to me. I don't know why hedidn't show it to me. But I saw it muh later. And when I sawit, I was thinking bak, appreiating the are and onern thatPrabhupada had and the are and onern that my TemplePresident had.What I'm revealing to you is that in my early years ofKrishna onsiousness, beause of the are that I felt, it helpedme to remain ommitted to Krishna onsiousness. It wasnot a fored are. Fored are does not work. I didn't feelthat my Temple President was aring for me beause he wasbeing fored by some duty that he had to take are of BhaktaSo-and-so. He ared about me. And not only that, but whatreally made it so attrative is that I felt that he ared aboutme beause he wanted me to be Krishna onsious. He didn'tare about me beause he wanted somebody to wash the pots.He didn't are about me beause I was the only arpenterin the temple and I was always fixing up the temple with somany different projets. He didn't are about me beause Iwas pratially the only one who had a driver's liene in thetemple.Somebody may say, ``Well maybe you think he didn'tare about you beause of all those reasons you gave, but Iknow better than that.'' But I didn't feel that. I never feltthat way about him. I always felt that he ared about mebeause whenever he ame over, he would sit down and tellme something about Srila Prabhupada. In those days, thereweren't even so many meetings. I don't remember going to theTemple President's offie for a meeting. Our meetings took



35Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemplae when he ame up to me and patted me on the bak.We would sit down and talk for a few minutes, and I wouldfeel ompletely leaned out, enouraged, inspired and readyto go on with my servie. And beause we were all strugglingtogether, the Temple President was somebody who was able tospeak to everyone in the temple this way, in order to show hisare and onern.I remember that the temple was having big finanial dif-fiulties. All we were distributing was a few Bak to Godheadmagazines. We were distributing them for only 25 ents eah.If somebody distributed 20 Bak to Godhead magazines, it wasphenomenal. We would be talking about it all day. So eventhough we were struggling finanially, he was never pushingme to go out and make money. He wasn't really pushing me todo anything. But beause hewould just ome and tell me thingsabout Prabhupada, and say a few things about Prabhupada'smission, I just naturally felt inspired to go on.Naturally as the movement started to grow, we started toaquire bigger temples. More devotees were joining. Bookdistribution really started inreasing around 1974 or '75. MoreLaksmi was oming. We started to expand different programs.Srila Prabhupada was enouraging us to expand in this way,beause he had a vision for really taking over the world andspreading Krishna onsiousness. But he always emphasizedthat the purpose of establishing our temples and spreadingKrishna onsiousness was to give Krishna onsiousness toothers�beause that's the heart of our movement. Sometimeswe say that book distribution is the heart of ourmovement. Butbook distribution and distributing Krishna onsiousness aresynonymous. The heart of our movement is to give Krishnaonsiousness to others. Srila Prabhupada taught us that



36 Setion Twowe should selflessly preah, giving up personal ambitions forprofit and fame, and that we should try to sinerely serve theorder of guru and Krishna, giving Krishna onsiousness toothers.I have personally seen over the years that sometimes em-phasis had been plaed more on external expansion thaninternal expansion. But Srila Prabhupada, during his manifestpresene with us, was always pushing us to remain internallyand spiritually strong. For Srila Prabhupada, both internaland external were the same, beause he was on the ompletelyrealized platform. He always saw everything onneted toKrishna. So for one who is always onneted to Krishna�internally and externally�there is no onflit between inter-nal and external. But for those who are not fully in Krishnaonsiousness, they have to be areful that they don't beometoo muh attahed to the external and forget the internal.If we start equating Krishna onsiousness with the externalativities, then what happens is that gradually we an beomeattahed to these things. This is alled taranga rangini.Taranga rangini means that one beomes attahed to theexternal developments of both himself and that whih isaround him. In other words he beomes attahed to theomforts of his position, or he beomes attahed to the gratifi-ation whih he has aummulated as a result of some steadyservie.For example, someone may say, ``I have served for so manyyears as a brahmaari in the asrama, and now I an enjoy livingin my own room or in a room with only 2 others.'' Or, ``I haveontrol of money now and I an use this money aording tomy own desire.'' The attahment to the external positions andaumulations an lead to a falldown.



37Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemFor brahmaaris, Narada Muni has given his instrutionin the Srimad Bhagavatam. A brahmaari has to pratieontrolling his senses. He has to be very submissive, and hehas to develop an attitude of friendship towards the spiritualmaster. With a firm vow, the brahmaari should live in theasrama only for the benefit of the guru. These are NaradaMuni's instrutions on brahmaari life. Also in those sameinstrutions, he says that the brahmaari should regularly studythe mantras of the Vedas, and every day before studying theVedas, he should offer his obeisanes to his spiritual masterwith great respet. And when he ompletes his study of theVedas, he should offer his respetful obeisanes to his spiritualmaster. Narada Muni also says that the brahmaari should bevery ative, and he should be expert, and he should maintainfirm faith in the words of his spiritual master and sastras. Heshould be very well-behaved and simple, and he should neverollet or eat more than is neessary. In other words, the lifeof a brahmaari is a life of simpliity. It's a life of eduation.And it is a life of disipline.In the same verses, Narada Muni gives the example thatthe brahmaari, every day, should go out and beg alms forthe spiritual master, and then he should ome bak and giveeverything to the spiritual master. If the spiritual master doesnot all him to eat for that day, the brahmaariwill fast. That'sa famous verse. It's all ontained in the verses and instrutionsin the Seventh Canto of Srimad Bhagavatam.Brahmahari life is a life of disipline. For those who areself-disiplined, it is easier for them to aept the disiplinewhih is given to them while they are living in the asrama.But the whole purpose for living in the asrama is to aeptthis disipline and to learn Krishna onsiousness, pratie



38 Setion TwoKrishna onsiousness, and as Narada Muni says, to dediatehis life for the benefit of the guru.So this is the whole purpose for whih Srila Prabhupadaestablished these asramas. But I have personally seen, also,over the years, and it's painful sometimes, that more peopleare oming into the asrama and are forgetting this priniple.They may quikly forget. Some seem that they were nevereven onsious of it at all when they moved in. But this isthe whole reason for living in the asrama. Asrama living is tomaintain a life of simpliity.Ask anybody who has beome a householder after living asa brahmaari the differene between brahmaari and house-holder life. When they ompare their life as a householderwith their life as a brahmaari, they generally think bakand remember the simpliity of brahmaari life. What werethe anxieties then? ``Oh somebody stole my kaupins. Whereis my dhoti?'' These are the anxieties. Maybe sometimes,``Not enough prasadam.'' These are very simple anxietiesompared to the anxieties that an aummulate in house-holder life.When I travel in Ameria and visit godbrothers who have3, sometimes 4, hildren, I personally see their anxieties: ``Mydaughter is 13 years old. She's assoiating with karmis. She'swriting letters to boys. I'm going to have to think about gettingher married soon. And my son. He has no attration forKrishna onsiousness. All he does is play omputer games allday.'' There is so muh anxiety for them to be in about theirhildren.It's a lotmore ompliated in householder life. Brahmaharilife is meant to be very simple. A brahmaari should study andshould learn how to preah Krishna onsiousness. He should



39Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemnot be so muh absorbed in eonomi development. Eonomidevelopment is for grhastas. It's not that a brahmaari shouldn'tgo out on book distribution. But when a brahmaari goes onbook distribution, he goes out to distribute Krishna onsious-ness and to beg alms on behalf of the spiritual master. Hedoes not go out with the onsiousness that this is eonomidevelopment. He goes out with the onsiousness that this isservie for the spiritual master. I have to perform my serviefor his pleasure.But we see that sometimes the brahmaari may forget, andinternally he starts feeling pushed or pressured to go out todo these things. If he forgets the purpose and loses his fous,he will lose his satisfation. It beomes worse when he startslooking outside himself, and starts to feel as though everybodyis telling him what to do but they don't really are. Thishappens, beause now we have so many departments, so manyprograms, so many temples, and it all has to be maintained.Devotees are feeling pushed tomaintain it all. When somebodyis asked to do something, he is not feeling, ``He is asking me todo this beause he ares for me. He just wants to get somethingdone.'' Where is the inspiration to do it?We an get so aught up in the externals that we forgetabout the internal. And then devotees start feeling, ``I'mdispensible. No one ares if I am here or not. All they areabout is paying bills.'' That's what happens. People start tothink that way although it is not why Srila Prabhupada startedthis movement. It is not what I felt when I was living as abrahmaari in a temple. I honestly felt that somebody wasaring for me. And it was the most important thing for me. Itwas so important that I remained dediated to serving in thattemple all these 27 years.



40 Setion TwoAtually, I never went to another temple independently.There was not muh temple hopping in those days as it is veryurrent today.Of ourse, it is not possible to rereate those days. I amnot blindly reminising about those days, thinking that theyan be rereated. But what I an say, and what I want tosay, is that the spirit we experiened in those days, of all ofus struggling together and aring for eah other, that an berereated. When that very spirit that Srila Prabhupadawantedto see in his temples�simpliity, learning, and preahing�gets lost, and everybody forgets what the goal is, it is verypainful, beause we want people to live in the temple to givethem Krishna onsiousness.Srila Prabhupada says very learly in a purport of the FifthCanto of Srimad Bhagavatam purport that the temples are notmeant simply for eating and sleeping.I realize that the personal relationship with the TemplePresident is not as easily aessible as it was in those early days.But these same priniples that Srila Prabhupada establishedmust ontinue to be applied. The devotees who are takingthe responsibility as ounselors, from what I've heard, havebeen seleted by you. They were seleted, not beause theyare in some administrative position, and not beause they aregoing to push you into engagements that you don't want todo, but beause they are devotees whom you atually trusted,and who, to some degree, an show the willingness to are, toteah what they have learned, and to help keep everything infous for the devotees in the temple. In this way there an bea ommon struggle in the temple, shared amongst everyone.When that ommon struggle is there, it reates a bond. Weshould not have to struggle alone. We should try to help eah



41Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemother. One of the priniples in spiritual life is to reveal one'smind in onfidene and to inquire onfidentially.So I an only appeal to you. I am not going to ham-mer. Based upon my 27 years of experiene in the KrishnaConsiousness movement, I am onvined that this system ofestablishing ounselors for devotees is the best alternative toreate a mood similar to that whih I spoke about of my earlyyears of Krishna onsiousness.When this alternative is applied, some devotees may ometo realize, ``Maybe I just an't live in the temple anymore.''That may happen. There may be fewer devotees living inthe temple. But at least the temple will be a plae whereeverybody wants to be and wants to struggle together. Theatmosphere in the temple will be inspired and that enthusiasmwill be ontagious and will spread to those living outside aswell. Beause it is based on a very simple priniple of spreadingKrishna onsiousness to others, and, just as important, tothemselves as well.We annot spread Krishna onsiousness if we are notfeeling Krishna onsious ourselves. If we are not feelingKrishna onsious ourselves then our ativities will beomeexternal. We'll think that we are making money instead ofdistributing transendental knowledge. Our efforts will nothave any signifiant spiritual impat on others. SpreadingKrishna onsiouness inludes ourselves also. We should,therefore, not exlude ourselves from the proess of beomingKrishna onsious. Srila Prabhupada has given us the proessof beoming Krishna onsious by performing sankirtana,whih means that we perform it together.I an only appeal to you to take part in this system, toattend regular meetings with the ounselors, and to openly



42 Setion Twodisuss doubts or questions. You should inquire about personalonerns. This is not the plae to address your onerns aboutothers or to even talk about others.In July 1999 I gave a seminar of six letures about prajalpa,and after finishing this seminar, it beame rystal lear inmy mind that Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur gave very, very learinstrutions about when we should talk about others and whenwe should not talk about others.Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur explains that for one who ispratiing bhakti yoga, if his mind is absorbed in speaking aboutothers, either out of pride or out of envy, then one an neverfix his mind on the lotus feet of Krishna. So we should nothave these meetings simply to talk or omplain about others.We should have these meetings to get benefit from them forourselves.So I also feel that for my own benefit I have spoken aboutthis to you. I tried to open my heart a little bit to you toexplain some of the things that are painful to me. It is painfulwhen I see these very simple priniples that Srila Prabhu-pada established for the Krishna onsiousness movement arebeing lost.Prabhupada has given us a very simple and perfet formulafor beoming Krishna onsious, and it works. It will work, ifwe sinerely pratie what Srila Prabhupada has given us. SrilaPrabhupada also used to emphasize that Krishna onsiounessis a very simple proess. Don't try to ompliate it. Don't tryto make it more than it atually is.I remember Prabhupada said one in a leture, ``Don't beoverintelligent. Don't think that you know more than yourspiritual master.'' He said that we should simply hear andrepeat the words of our spiritual master, and if we beome



43Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemoverintelligent, then the whole movement will be lost. Tobe simple means that we shouldn't try to make somethingmore out of what Srila Prabhupada gave us. If we follow thesimple proess, then we will feel ourselves beoming Krishnaonsious.So we should therefore try to simplify our life and simplifythe ativities of the temple, and enter everything aroundthese priniples.Question: In those early days when you were together,it is easy to understand how you were united and strugglingtogether, but in this temple we have many groups and everybodyares about his own benefit only. How an all the devoteesbegin a mutual struggle, and what will be the basis of theirbeing united?That's why I said that sometimes groups of devotees areforming different departments around a partiular type ofativity aimed towards bringing resoures into the temple.There's the membership department, book distribution de-partment, prasadam distribution department, the afe. . . Idon't even know them all. They are all doing something whihis aimed towards bringing money, people, or resoures into thetemple. Eah department also has their individual goals. But,as we said, the whole purpose of maintaining the temple is toprovide a plae for the devotees to beome Krishna onsiousand to give Krishna onsiousness to others. On that basis,therefore, Srila Prabhupada established the spiritual programsin the temple�lasses, harinama, et.Of ourse, even though only a few of us at a time went outon harinama in those early days, everyone went out, beausewe would rotate so that everyone living in the temple ould



44 Setion Twoget a hane to go on harinama, and on Saturdays, the wholetemple would go on harinama together. This helps to unify thetemple, beause it puts everybody in fous on what the templeis for. And everybody was attending the temple programs too.We have to struggle if we want to beome Krishna on-sious. We should not equate Krishna onsiousness simplywith the external duties. Sometimes devotees think that ifthey just go on doing servie, then one day they will justnaturally beome Krishna onsious. But while they are doingthe servie, their mind is rejeting it, ``I don't want to dothis. I don't like doing this. I want to do something else.''He thinks that if he just keeps on going on doing this thenall of a sudden he will wake up and Krishna will be standingthere, embraing him. I don't know where this philosophyame from. Prabhupada did not teah it.We have to pratie Krishna onsiousness, Even if ourmind is always rejeting the servie, we must struggle togetherto beome Krishna onsious! Therefore, the kirtans, thelasses, and these spiritual programs are meant for unitingdevotees. Then we an experiene a ombined struggle tobeome Krishna onsious.Everyone should experiene how muh of a struggle it isto inspire Krishna onsiousness in others during lass witha temple room full of devotees. The Bhagavatam speakers aresupposed to be thinking, ``Somehow I have to injet Krishnaonsiousness into their hearts!'' It is not so simple; it isa struggle. The speaker has to pray in his heart, ``Krishna,please give me the poteny. Let me somehow speak somethingso that they will be able to remember You.'' That type ofstruggle should be there in everybody's mind. And all thedevotees in the temple should be learning how to leture in



45Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemthis mood on Srimad Bhagavatam. That's a struggle. Thespeaker has to struggle to instrut and to help other devoteesto beome Krishna onsious. And the audiene has tostruggle to hear attentively, and to ask relevent questions forthe benefit of everyone. Isn't that what took plae in theforest of Naimisaranya? The questions were for the benefitof everyone. ``O sages, I have been questioned by you. Yourquestions are glorious beause they relate to Lord Krishnaand are therefore relevent for the world's welfare. Onlyquestions of this sort an satisfy the self.'' This is sarifie.When we are hanting Hare Krishna or listening to SrimadBhagavatam, we are performing a sarifie. And that will unitethe temple.The Mood and Vision Required to Care for OthersDnepropetrovsk�January 20 & 26, 2002I amvery onerned that the devotees have a very sustainedlife in Krishna onsiousness. I have a personal observationthat I made over the ourse of this last year, and I personallybelieve that there is some diret onnetion with the fatthat throughout the last year, I spent a lot of time speakingabout the holy name of the Lord. It appears that althoughdevotees are still having diffiulties�beause therewill alwaysbe diffiulties as long as we are in this material world�thediffiulties seem to have lessened last year. By going tothe different temples and preahing about the holy name,about taking shelter in the holy name, preahing about theimportane of the holy name, I had a ommon experiene lastyear that fewer devotees were approahing me with personalproblems. That very well may be beause they did not want to



46 Setion Twodisturb me. But even when devotees ame to have meetingswith me, oftentimes their questions were related to the holyname. It was a new experiene forme, having been austomedto have devotees ome to me one by one during my visits aboutthat problem, this problem. . . These problems are still there,of ourse, but to the degree that we take shelter in the holyname of the Lord, the problems will beome less. Of thisI have no doubt. This is an observation that I made. Itis not what I wanted to speak about it, but it is indiretlyrelated.Just last week I visited Bombay, and I spent about one weekthere. As many of you know, theChowpatty temple in Bombayis a temple whih is trying to establish a model for our soiety.It is just like one big family. And the relationships there are notsuperfiial. The devotees have very deep relationships witheah other. Beause they not only assoiate with eah otherwithin the servie that they have, but they are learning how toassoiate with eah other outside the realm of the day-to-dayservie. When you assoiate with devotees outside of the realmof your day-to-day servie, you get a different perspetive ofeah other. Espeially devotees who are working in the temple.We are working very losely with eah other. And sometimesthere is a tendeny to find the other person's shortomingsand faults. Or you may see sometimes their inompeteny inertain material affairs. Then attitudes develop that make itvery diffiult to have lose, deep relationships. So devoteestake themselves outside of those working relationships andthey have relationships based upon krsna-katha.Srila Prabhupada says that, in our efforts to study hisbooks we should always try to look at and study them from somany different angles of vision. This is beause Prabhupada's



47Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systembooks are very deep. When you start digging down into hisbooks, you start pulling out so many different meanings thatare there in every verse and every purport. And they anbe expanded upon in many different ways without losing theessential meaning of the verses themselves; without losingsight of the siddhanta.In Chowpatty, the devotees ome together and study SrilaPrabhupada's books, they teah eah other, they have kirtans,bhajans and they have a whole network of support to help eahother.Until we are atually freed from the bodily oneption oflife, whih of ourse is beyond the stage of liberation, we stillhave to serve the needs of the body. Of ourse, the goal isalways to try to diminish. But still bodily needs are there. Weannot neglet the needs of the body, beause the body is avehile whih is meant to help us ahieve self-realization inthis life.The devotees in Bombay, espeially those outside the tem-ple, have lose relationships with eah other and also are theyvery onerned about helping eah other. With the largefamily spirit there, to are for others is a very selfless task. Andto the degree that we are feeling shelter in our own lives, thenwe are able to extend ourselves more for the benefit of others.Obviously, if we do not feel shelter, it is very diffiult to tryto give shelter to others. Sometimes devotees try to take theposition of giving shelter, but their minds are disturbed, andthe result is that the relationships they develop beome veryformal and not very deep.When Srila Prabhupada established and began to expandthis Krishna Consiousness Movement, he never put the formbefore the substane. Substane was always first.



48 Setion TwoSrila Prabhupada ould see Krishna everywhere, and er-tainly his only desire was to give Krishna to everyone. SrilaPrabhupada had all the substane that was neessary forspreading Krishna onsiousness. If you have Krishna on-siousness, you have all the substane required for spreadingit. Srila Prabhupada also gave this substane form; he reated astruture. He established the world-wide International Soietyof temples. He established so many different priniples thatthe Soiety should follow. But he never forgot his originalpurpose. If you read Srila Prabhupada's original purposes forthe inorporation of ISKCON, it is so lear why he establishedthe struture. It is to give everyone the substane. Substaneis what justifies the existene of the struture. Prabhupadaalways used to give that example that if you have one, all yourzeroes beome signifiant. Justifiation is given to all of thosezeroes by the presene of one�Krishna. So our substane ofKrishna onsiousness gives justifiation for all of our stru-tures. Therefore wherever we see Krishna onsiousness, weshould go for it. That is our purpose.Similarly, Ramananda Ray told Lord Caitanya that puredevotional servie annot be had even by pious ativities formillions of births. Pure devotional servie an be had onlyby paying one prie, whih is the greed to purhase it. Andhe says that wherever one sees it, he should immediatelypurhase it without delay. This is the essene of our KrishnaConsiousness Movement. And this is what Srila Prabhupadagave in the establishment of our Krishna onsiousness.By giving shelter, giving Krishna onsiousness to others,then others very naturally ame forward to take shelter. SrilaPrabhupada then engaged them in some servie. That iswhy everything began to expand very naturally�beause the



49Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemshelter was there and the devotees felt that they wanted to dosomething to serve Prabhupada.Prabhupada gave them some servie to preahKrishna on-siousness, and then others would ome, and the movementbegan to expand in this way on the strength of Prabhupada'ssubstane, and on the strength of his Krishna onsiousnessand the Krishna onsiousness that he infused into the heartsof his followers. Devotees were feeling so empowered beausePrabhupada was giving the pure holy name and empower-ing devotees. And devotees did not think about personaldiffiulties or austerities they were undergoing.But years began to go by and the movement began ex-panding more and more. Many temples were opened, manytemple presidents were responsible for these temples, book dis-tribution was expanding, preahing seemed to be expanding.In other words, the struture began to grow and grow, butthen what also omes is the anxiety of how to maintain thestruture.I remember in the mid-70s when book distribution wasever-inreasing, so many big temples were being purhasedand established. And the devotees were filling up the temples.In 1974 we got our temple in Boston, and in 1975 there were 70devotees paked inside this temple. Big book distribution wasgoing on, and I was a traveling sankirtana leader.But then, as these temples began to grow and expand,there ame the anxiety of having to maintain them. Andthen, to some degree, in some plaes, new devotees were seenas people who would ome to help us maintain the temple.Of ourse, there is a fundamental flaw in thinking that way.Just simply maintaining the temple does not mean that weare maintaining Krishna onsiousness. At some point, some



50 Setion Twominds began to shift, and maintaining Krishna onsiousnessbeame tantamount with maintaining our temples. And thenthe result was that everyone was seen as a potential personto help us maintain this temple. Of ourse, there is nothingwrong in aepting people to help us maintain the temple, butwe should not look at them like that. We have to develop adifferent vision. As we said, sometimes we develop a ertainvision of how we see eah other, and it spreads also to how wesee the non-devotees. Wehave to see them as Srila Prabhupadataught us to see them. Prabhupada taught us to see every livingentity as a spiritual spark and part and parel of the SupremePersonality of Godhead. And he taught us by his own examplehow we should preah Krishna onsiousness in order to fanthat spark.Prabhupada says in hisUpadesamrita, `We have establishedthis Krishna onsiousness movement with a mood of simplygiving and now we are pratially seeing how many peopleare oming forward enthusiastially to help us support ourefforts.' In other words, the spirit of giving was alwaysSrila Prabhupada's motivation. And when the people wouldome forward wanting to give something, Prabhupada wouldontinue to give to them, by giving them some devotionalservie.Devotional servie is a very rare and valuable gift. Prab-hupada writes in one letter in 1972 that it is the responsibilityof the leaders to generate this atmosphere where the devoteeswill voluntarily ome forward and rise to the oasion, andthe voluntary spirit should never be suppressed. Wanting todo something for Krishna is how Srila Prabhupada brought usup in Krishna onsiousness, teahing us how to want to giveto Krishna and how to give to Krishna.



51Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemOf ourse, it is not that there was no disipline in the70s. Certainly, Srila Prabhupada was not promoting anarhyand that everybody ould do whatever they wanted. But whatSrila Prabhupada was always very heavy on were the pointsof attending mangala-arati, hanting 16 rounds daily, andhearing Srimad-Bhagavatam. In other words, he was bringingeverybody together for pratiing Krishna onsiousness. Hesaid that if devotees ome together and pratie this way, thenthis voluntary spirit will naturally ome forward. These arethe most important ingredients of all of our temples, and theyshould be the most important ingredients of all the devotees'lives.The substane should ome first, and the form will natu-rally follow. Without the substane, we an keep on makingstrutures; making somanyplans. Sometimes devotees omeupwith these big, big plans. And in their minds they have every-thing in plae. They are thinking, ``It is already done. I have goteverything figured out. Now what I have to do is to get some-body to do it.'' But it does not work that way. Srila Prabhupadaalways said, ``This is a voluntary movement.'' We are voluntar-ily oming and surrendering our lives to serving Krishna. Wehave to make that hoie, but why do we make that hoie?Beause the inspiration to surrender to Krishna is oming.When that inspiration ontinues to ome, then naturally thedevotees will ome forward and do servie in all kinds of ways.Devotees may even take part in some very big plans, asI pratially observe when I go to Chowpatty. There is aplan, everybody just voluntarily onforms to it, and it justexpands and expands and expands. And new people areoming, more ounselor groups are oming, more ommitteesare being established to help eah other, and most of this is



52 Setion Twogoing on outside the temple. Of ourse, everyone omes to thetemple for the Sunday feast. When I was there, there wereabout 2000 people, and this is growing, growing and growing.All the devotees outside the temple ook the feast, buy thebhoga, serve out the feast, lean up after the feast�they doeverything. It is all done by the devotees outside the temple.But that is not the only servie they do. During the week,they have their regular meetings. They ome together andhave their ounselor groups every week. And the ounselorshave their meetings; they ome together and meet with eahother. A small part of the meeting is for organization. Duringthe rest of the meeting, somebody gives a presentation fromPrabhupada's books. After the presentation there is at leasta 30-minute philosophial disussion on the presentation,and all the devotees are ontributing and taking part in thephilosophial disussion. These things are going on every dayin different homes and in the temple.As a result, with time, Chowpatty has grown into a verylarge ommunity of devotees who are developing ways to giveeah other support in Krishna onsiousness. They havethought about what ways they an use their skills, and haveformed new ommittees: a ommittee that helps devoteeswith businesses; a ommittee that helps devotees with theirmarriage; a ommittee that helps brahmaaris who want to getmarried and tohelp themand take their needs out of the templeso that it does not have to be dealt with within the temple. Itis all done by the householders outside. Atually, there are notthat many brahmaaris who want to beome householders inChowpatty. I have notied when I go there every year that thesame brahmaaris are still in the asram. Ma-itta mad-gatah-prana bodhayantah parasparam�they ome together and are



53Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemhearing and hanting with eah other. They have very stritsadhana and a very simple life. Nobody has their own roomsin the brahmaari asram. Everybody sleeps on the templeroom floor. They have a little abinet, where they keep alltheir possessions. Year after year, they are fully satisfied togo on living like that, beause they have a taste for hearingand hanting with eah other, and every night they go outand preah at the olleges. Every week there are usuallyabout 50�60 programs at the various universities throughoutBombay.Of ourse, there is interdependeny between the brah-maaris and householders. The brahmaaris are dependentupon the householders, beause they are helping to maintainthe temple. And householders are also dependent upon thebrahmaaris, who are preahing to them. Householders shouldalso be giving in harity to help to support the brahmaaris.They have very wonderful relationships between the brah-maaris and the householders. If a brahmaari even makesone disparaging statement about a householder's asrama, heis asked to leave the temple asrama, and is not even givena seond hane. This is beause there is proper respet foreah other. Many of the householders do just as muh as thebrahmaaris. They are working full-time, some of them aredotors, some of them are administrators, they have businesses,they are supporting their families, but in the evenings they arehearing and hanting in the assoiation of others. And theyare also helping to support the temple. This is the ommunity.And we all, to some degree, need to feel some support.Of ourse, to the degree that we are sheltered in the holyname, to that degree we are able to live in a ompletelyrenouned way, and to that degree we will be less dependent.



54 Setion TwoThe more we are dependent on the holy name, the morestrength we get from the holy name.Although I am talking about the struture, or form, Ihave to be very areful to not impress this struture uponyou in suh a way that you forget about the substane, andimmediately start reating many different ommittees. It isnot that everybody should start running forward to build somestrutures, hoping that if we have a good struture, then we'llhave a nie family. It does not work like that. Substanealways omes first and the form follows.Prabhupada one said, ``If you are preahing, then manage-ment will follow like a shadow.'' Thus, when the inspirationis there, people will ome forward. We may have ideas in ourminds of what we would like to reate, but they an neverbe reated to the exlusion of preahing. When we try toreate the form and neglet the substane (hearing and hant-ing about Krishna), we may get a very nie struture with ahard shell on the outside, but if it's hollow on the inside, itwill just ollapse. We an't build our Krishna onsiousnesson emptiness. We an build our Krishna onsiousness onKrishna onsiousness only. We have to learn how to hangethis vision or perspetive. It's a major shift in onsiousnessfor some�to think of the welfare of others and how to bringothers up in Krishna onsiousness. But everything else abouthow to support and maintain the struture will automatiallyfollow, beause the inspiration will be there.Many of you are living outside the temple, and some ofyou may be thinking, ``I do not know how to do this in mytemple. I do not see how anybody is going to get it together.''But it does not have to neessarily start with the temple. Ofourse, the temple should be the soure of inspiration for all of



55Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemits members. What makes the temple is not just the building,but it is the devotees who are in the temple and the devoteeswho are outside the temple and onneted to the temple. Thetemple ertainly an beome a very favorable plae for reatingthis family and network of devotees to help eah other. It isprobably one of the best plaes to meet. But even if there areno temples, devotees an ertainly find the ways to meet.The most essential ingredient for reating the atmosphereis aring. Wanting a position, a label, an identity, or wanting tosupport ourselves, our flat, our household life, or our temple areseondary to giving Krishna onsiousness selflessly. When wedevelop this mood of giving Krishna onsiousness and aringfor others in a selfless way, then things will very naturally grow.Although the ounselor system is a struture, what atuallyomes first is the proper attitude of being a ounselor. To bea ounselor, a person has to be stable in his asram and in hisKrishna onsiousness. When a person is stable, he has learnedhow to deal with the problems of life in a meaningful way, andhow to aept responsibility�human lifemeans responsibility.Any stable person in Krishna onsiousness an ome to theplatform of beoming a ounselor and thinking of the welfareof others.Prabhupada used to say that if you take are of Krishna'sdevotees, Krishna takes are of you. When a devotee feels sup-port from the spiritual master and the holy name, he an give itto others, without wanting anything in return. This is how toexpand Krishna onsiousness�not by looking at what every-one an do to ``help me.'' Rather, we should always be thinking,``What an I do to help him?'' The more the devotees beginto pratie it, they will gradually begin to realize it, and then,very naturally, strong, inseparable, aring relationships begin



56 Setion Twoto form�somuh so that devotees think, ``Howan I ever leavethe soiety of devotees?'' Then we an go on hanting HareKrishna in the soiety of devotees, developing taste for the holyname of the Lord, for kirtan, and for hearing krishna-katha.It does not make any differene what status of life one isin. Lord Caitanya made no disrimination between grhastha,vanaprastha, brahmaari, or sannyasi.Similarly, Srila Narottama dasa Thakura says in his bhajan,``It does notmake any differene whether you are a brahmaari,grhastha, vanaprastha or sannyasi; if you beome happy bytaking part in Lord Caitanya's sankirtana movement, I wantto assoiate with you.'' This is the proper basis for assoiationin Krishna onsiousness. Everybody should try to reate thisspirit in their temples. Don't fore it on anybody, but preahabout it with are, and you will see that things will begin todevelop. It is not impossible. It just takes a lot of work and faithin everything that Srila Prabhupada gave us. Srila Prabhupadagave us the perfet formula for Krishna onsiousness by givingus Krishna onsiousness. If we have faith in the formula hegave us and we spread Krishna onsiousness in the way thathe spread it to us, with faith in guru and Krishna, faith in theholy name, our preahing will be suessful.Consider Prabhupada's faith in the holy name when hewas in New York City in Tompkins Square Park. With verylittle money, he did not even have karatals and mrdanga. Hejust simply went out by himself with a little drum (this drumis still in the New York temple). With this drum, Prabhupadawould just sit there with full faith in the holy name. Hestarted this movement like this. He spread this movement likethis. And he left us with this method of spreading Krishnaonsiousness.



57Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemBeause of my experienes of having seen that somehowthis disussion about the holy name is having some effet, Ihave great faith that we should simply go on preahing theglories of the holy name and the glories of Krishna's puredevotee Srila Prabhupada, and that we should fulfill SrilaPrabhupada's greatest wish: ``Chant and be happy.''The Counselor's Role as a Caregiver,Rather than as an AuthorityKiev, Ukraine�April 19, 2001The main purpose for whih Srila Prabhupada establishedthis movement is to ultivate relationships based upon lovingexhanges in devotional servie, as desribed by Srila RupaGoswami.I reently had one experiene that I would like to sharewith you. This experiene gave me a greater appreiation forthe importane of our system for ounselors.Unknowingly, I found myself taking the position of oun-selor in this relationship. After the whole experiene it mademe think of the kind of relationship that should exist betweena ounselor and a ounselee. I hope that this devotee won'tmind that I'm using him as an example. We will keep his nameanonymous. I imagine that probably 99% of you don't knowhim anyways.This partiular devotee happened to be the very last devo-tee I spoke with just as I was paking my things before leavingfor the airport to fly here. I've known this devotee for23 years. He's been in the Krishna onsiousness movementsine 1978. We've always had an affetionate relationship.But I was also aught in a position of being his authority,



58 Setion Twowhih I felt sometimes ame into onflit in my relationshipwith him.This devotee is a very senior devotee. He's also verylearned in the sastra, and strit in his own praties of Krishnaonsiousness. He has a partiular vision of how to best applyhis abilities and his desires in devotional servie and ertainideas of what he needed for his Krishna onsiousness. Hisvision doesn't always omply with his temple ``authorities''.Although he was always trying to somehow balane his ownneeds with the wishes of his authorities, he was always feelingtoo muh pressure from the side of his authorities. I wouldoften see him unhappy as a result of that pressure.Sometimes he would ome to me and would try to get meto help him from my position as an authority, and to get someof this pressure away from him. He would often ome to meand would explain to me things that he needed in his spirituallife. Generally I was very sympatheti to the things that heneeded. But our relationship developed in the same patternalmost everytime he would ome to see me. I started to feelthat there was no reiproation in the relationship, beausehe always wanted me to somehow santion his plans, and ifI tried to instrut him or advise him in some way ontraryto his plans, it never satisfied him. I didn't like that kindof relationship. I preferred to have something more personalwith him. So I deided that I didn't want to be his authorityanymore, but simply his friend.After some thought, I deided to write him a long letter(I was traveling elsewhere at the time) and I explained all thisto him. I told him, ``I don't want to be your authority anymore.Atually you are a senior and mature devotee. You shouldmake these deisions in your life and if you feel a need to fulfill



59Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemertain neessities for your spiritual life, then fulfill them. Idon't want to stop you.'' I made it lear to him, however, thatI still wanted to have a relationship. I said, ``If you see anybenefit of having a relationship with me, then when you ometo me, let's talk about philosophy or some lilas. I like hearingwhat you have to say from sastra as well. Our disussions donot have to be one-way. And if you want some instrutionfrom me, then ask for it and I'll give instrution. If you wantsome advie from me, then ask for it, and I'll give it to you.And if you see something in me that may be of spiritual valueand if you want this fromme then ask for it and I'll reiproate.But stop looking at me as your authority. Let's try to have adifferent relationship.''I don't want this to be misunderstood. I'm not sayingthat I don't want to be in a position of authority to anyone.Obviously, it is my duty and I'm happy to do it for thosewho want me to serve them in that apaity and who takemy authority seriously. But in this partiular relationship,I was finding myself looked to as an authority, but not forinstrution. Instead, I felt that he wanted me to be theperson responsible to stop his other authorities from givinghim pressure. I didn't want that relationship with him any-more.When I wrote this long letter, he was very unhappy. Hefelt that I didn't want to have a relationship with him at all.But that was not the intention of my letter. I simply wantedto have a more reiproal relationship. I also wrote in myletter, ``Let's remove the mask of this relationship. I'm notyour authority. Maybe I have some position, but please justaept that I'm not your authority. I'm your friend.'' Andthat's how I onluded my letter.



60 Setion TwoThis devotee found my letter very diffiult to aept. Hethought that I was dealing too harshly with him, but he didn'tknow how to approah me about it, beause my letter wasvery final. I didn't leave any room for him to ome bakand negotiate with me. This happened about two years ago.I don't see him that often, beause I'm not in Ameria thatoften, and when I am there, he's usually not there. So hehad kept all this inside him for quite some time, and it wasvery disturbing for him. The last few times he was around me,I ould sense that he was disturbed. I started to think, ``Hemust be disturbed about that letter.'' I didn't like seeing himso disturbed. It disturbs me to see devotees disturbed. I wantthem to be happy.Of ourse, I an't be ompared to Lord Caitanya, but Iwas just reading about this very point in Caitanya Caritam-rta. There, Krsnadasa Kaviraja Goswami had written thatLord Caitanya desended to this world to bestow his meryupon everyone, wanting to see everyone happy. (C., Antya7.139�140) prabhu avatirna haila jagat taritemanilena nimantrana, tare sukha dite``Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who had desended to deliver theentire universe, aepted the invitation of Vallabha Bhattajust to give him happiness.''jagatera `hita' ha-uka�ei prabhura manadanda kari' kare tara hrdaya sodhana``Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is always eager to see everyone inthe material world happy. Therefore sometimes He hastisessomeone just to purify his heart.''



61Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemHe purposely desended for that reason�to see everyonehappy. Of ourse this statement was made partiularly in hisrelationship with Vallabha Bhatta. He wanted to see VallabhaBhatta very happy, so He hastised him to purify his heart.I didn't hastise this devotee. If I would have hastised him,I would have taken the position of his authority, and I wantedto remove that element from my relationship with him. Atthis last meeting, instead of him asking to see me, I asked himto ome and meet with me. We spoke for a little while. It was afriendly exhange, but I ould see that it was a little external.I said, ``Somehow I feel that you're still unhappy about thatletter I wrote a ouple of years ago. I think that you didn'ttake my letter the right way. It seems that you're thinking thatI don't want to have a relationship with you, but that's nottrue. I just don't want to be your authority.''A year bak we had a similar disussion. But this time heseemed more eager to listen. I began opening my heart to him.``Our movement is meant to be based upon loving relationshipsand friendly exhanges. When I wrote that letter to you, Iwanted to reate this type of reiproal relationship.'' Then Ibegan speaking more and more on this partiular topi. I said,``Atually I want to see you happy, but I see that oftentimesyou are very morose. There is no reason to be so sad. Youseem to be sad and morose beause you are so often in anxietyabout the way you're treated by your authorities. But I toldyou that I don't want to be your authority. I just want toaept you as you are''. He said, ``You mean you're willing toaept me as I am.'' I said ``Of ourse.'' That's what the wholeletter was about. I'm ready to aept you as you are. You're asinere devotee. But I don't want to take the position as yourauthority unless it's a natural relationship.



62 Setion TwoThen he began to explain that he's been a devotee for 23years and he's a brahmaari. He said that he was thinking thatwhen I said that I didn't want to be his authority, it meantthat I didn't want to take are of him any more. He said,``I'm getting older and I'm starting to wonder, `Is anyone goingto take are of me?' And I started to think that when youdon't want to be my authority, that means that you are notinterested in me anymore.''I began to explain, ``Taking are of someone doesn't nees-sarily mean that you do it beause you're that person's author-ity. You're muh more inlined to take are of somebody whenthere's a loving relationship. I have loving relationships withsome of my godbrothers. They're not my `authority', althoughI respet them as my superiors. But I know that if somethinghappened to me that they would fly aross the world in amoment. Why? Beause there's a loving relationship. Notbeause they're my authority. Isn't that what our movement issupposed to be based upon?''Then we spoke about loving relationships, and when Ipreahed to him a little on this topi, I ould see all thatanxiety that had been building up for almost two years was allgoing away, beause there was some relationship�not as hisauthority, but as a friend.After our talk, I had to immediately prepare to leave forthe airport, but we had to find someone to ome and helpwith the baggage. This devotee asked, ``Can I go and helpyou with your bags?'' I said, ``You don't have to, but if youwant to.'' ``Yeh, Yeh. I want to go.'' We soon left for theairport. In the vehile on the way to the airport, we startedtalking about his servie in the temple. He was desribinghis intentions for giving lasses, sine he was supposed to be



63Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systeminvolved in training and teahing. I also asked about otherresponsibilities that were expeted of him. But this time therewas no resistane. I saw nothing but enthusiasm. He wasenthusiasti to take on these responsibilities beause he feltsome relationship.This experiene helped to inrease my realization of theneed for personal relationships. Offiially, it ould be said thatI'm this devotee's authority, beause I am his GBC. But I hoseto not deal with him in that way.When we deal with a devotee beause we ``have'' to, thepersonalism is lost, and he will think, ``He doesn't really areabout me.'' But when the position of authority is taken away,and if you reah out to somebody without being fored by theposition of authority, then you're doing it beause you ``want''to do it. When you really want to do it, and when you reallyare for that person, it touhes their heart.That doesn't mean there should be no authorities. Au-thority is needed, and at times, it must be asserted. Ideally,we should all want to at under authority, of ourse, providedthat our authority is examplary. We should not think thatthere annot be any loving relationship between an authorityand his dependent. There definitely are, and should be, lovingrelationships. But sometimes those relationships have to beindependent from authority, and therefore sometimes thosewho are in a position of authority have to reah out�not fromthe position of authority, but from the position of a friend ora well-wisher, who really ares.Thus, our ounselor system is supposed to onsist of respon-sible people, but not neessarily ``authorities''. The devoteeshould feel that ``My ounselor is somebody who wants to helpbeause he really ares.'' He should not be a ounselor just



64 Setion Twobeause he ``has'' to do it; rather, he should want to do it.Everybody wants to have loving relationships. That's what weare all longing for. That's the very nature of our existene�tohave loving relationships. When we have loving relationshipson this basis, there is a very wonderful reiproation. The``aisvarya'' is removed.Just like when there's authority, there's also an elementof fear. For example, in the Caitanya Caritamrta it's de-sribed that Gadadhara Pandita is none other than Radha.But although he's Radha, in his relationship with Lord Cai-tanya he adopted the mood of Rukminidevi. Rukminideviis Krishna's wife, and in Dvaraka there is the element ofaisvarya. This means that the devotee pereives the opu-lene and superior position of the Supreme Lord. When theLord beomes angry or hastises, there is an element of fearand submission. Whereas Krsnadasa Kaviraja Goswami ex-plains that Jagadananda Pandita had a relationship more likeSatyabhama. In that relationship there is argument and lesssubmission. If the hero hastises the heroine then the heroinedoesn't just take it. She doesn't just passively aept. She alsohas a side in her that makes her resist.Lord Caitanya, in His relationship with Gadadhara Pan-dita, hastised Gadadhara Pandita by negleting him. LordCaitanya also negleted Vallabha Bhatta, but it was beauseof his pride. Sine Lord Caitanya negleted Vallabha Bhatta,all of Lord Caitanya's assoiates also would not pay any at-tention to him. But one time when Vallabha Bhatta ame toGadadhara Pandita, he pleaded with him, ``Please, you musthear my ommentary on Srimad Bhagavatam. If you don'thear it, then how will the mud of shame whih I'm arryingon me be washed away?'' He then began to forefully present



65Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemhis ommentary on Srimad Bhagavatam. Within, GadadharaPandita was thinking, ``Lord Caitanya will understand whyI'm listening.'' Gadadhara Pandita had a relationship withVallabha Bhatta and felt that he ouldn't rejet him beausehe was a learned brahmana. Although he didn't want to hearthe ommentaries, still he ouldn't tell him to get out. Within,he said, ``Lord Caitanya knows my mind and I'm therefore notafraid of Him, but the assoiates of the Lord an be very stritand they will ritiize me.''In one sense, this ould serve as an example. GadadharaPandita was fearful of the Lord's devotees, whowould deal withhim strongly. He was thinking, ``The devotees will hastise mefor listening to Vallabha Bhatta.'' But internally, he knew thatthe Lord would understand. He was, therefore, able to tolerateif there would be ritiism from the devotees. Only externallydid Lord Caitanya hastise Gadadhara Pandita by negletinghim. Externally, He appeared to be angry, but internally, Hewas very pleased.After Lord Caitanya hastised Vallabha Bhatta, he realizedhow meriful the Lord was for hastising him. He surrenderedhimself to Lord Caitanya. He said, ``You were hastisingme simply to urb my pride, in the same way as You utdown Indra's pride.'' He aepted the Lord's hastisement.Lord Caitanya then beame pleased with Vallabha Bhatta andalled him a gentleman and a learned Vaisnava. He thenaepted Vallabha Bhatta's invitation to take prasadam at hishome.After Lord Caitanya's exhange with Vallabha Bhatta,Lord Caitanya sent Svarupa Damodara to get GadadharaPandita. Lord Caitanya had been maintaining His displeasureexternally. Svarupa Damodara asked, ``Why is it that although



66 Setion Twothe Lord hastised you, you did not beome angry?'' GadadharaPandita said that the Lord an do whatever He likes. ``He isthe omnisient Supreme Personality of Godhead. How ouldI reproah Him or beome angry with Him and put myselfin a position of being equal with Him?'' This was his mood;doile, submissive. In other words, although the Lord hastisedhim, he didn't defend, even though Lord Caitanya was tryingto provoke this anger in Gadadhara Pandita. GadadharaPandita had adopted the mood of Rukmini�aisvarya. Hewas onsious of the Lord's position. Therefore there was nothought of retaliation.The Lord said, ``Beause you did not retaliate My hastise-ment, you have purhased Me. I wanted to agitate you butyou did not beome agitated.'' Krsnadasa Kaviraja Goswamiexplains that another name for Lord Caitanya is Gadadhara-prananatha�the life and soul of Gadadhara Pandita.When one is onsious of the other's superior position,there is some fear. Externally, it ould be said that whenthere's fear, it inhibits the relationship. We tend to thinkthat the authority is someone who hastises. But there haveto be friendly relationships too. The ounselor system wasn'tpromoted to establish another authority for a devotee. It'smeant to establish another friend. Somebody who ares aboutthe devotee. The devotee should feel, ``If something happensto me, my ounselor will reah out to me beause they areabout me.'' This kind of friendly relationship is needed by thedevotees in Krishna onsiousness.As we said before, it's not that authorities annot alsobe friends. In other words, an authority need not be asextreme as I was with this partiular devotee. ``I'm not yourauthority anymore. No negotiations. Final!'' Of ourse, it's not



67Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemlike that anymore with this devotee, anyway. But the pointis, that these kind of friendly dealings are essential for ourgrowth in Krishna onsiousness, and being exposed to thisexperiene with this devotee really inreased my appreiationof the importane of devotees having friends in Krishnaonsiousness.I'm almost even hesitant to use the word ``system''. I ratherjust enourage you to make friends. But we use it to give itsome formal struture and some guidelines to follow. Somepressure needs to be applied so that you will follow them.But why the pressure? Just like sometimes the dotor willpressure his patient to take some mediine. The patient mightsay, ``Why are you pressuring me. You should are moreabout what I think.'' But the mediine has to be taken orthe patient will suffer muh more. Out of onern, there ispressure.In the same way, somehow we see that there must be somepressure to aept this ounselor system. But the real goalthat we're looking for is loving relationships. If the lovingrelationships do not develop, then the devotees should tryto look within themselves to see if the resistane is omingfrom within them. Ultimately, everybody wants a lovingrelationship.Although sometimes we may feel as though it's beingpushed a little. Nobody should forget why it's being pushed.Espeially those who are pushing. It would be a mistake if theyjust swith from one position of authority to another positionof authority. ``I'm the authority in this position and now I'mthe authority ounselor.'' NO, we want loving relationships!And the devotees should atually want to have an authorityin their life who really ares for them. This an either ome



68 Setion Twofrom their administrative authority, or it an ome from aounselor�as long as the are is there.Of ourse this aring attitude has to gradually awaken inthe heart. And it will as we make advanement in Krishnaonsiousness. It should be based upon the priniple that adevotee doesn't like to see others in distress.Just like we gave the example how Lord Caitanya hastisedVallabha Bhatta beause He didn't want him to be distressed.He ould have entertained Vallabha Bhatta and let him speakeverything he wanted about Srimad Bhagavatam. But VallabhaBhatta was offensive, and would have been very distressed byhis offenses. He would have never been able to appreiate andrelish his assoiation with devotees. Lord Caitanya orretedand hastised him beause He wanted to see Vallabha Bhattahappy.If we an atually aept hastisement, our heart an be-ome purified. And to the degree that our hearts beomepurified, then we an also begin to manifest loving relation-ships. That's exatly what happened to Vallabha Bhatta. Butif the heart remains impure with all these anarthas, it is verydiffiult to have this experiene. Sometimes devotees evensay ``I have no experiene of this. I don't see anyone havingthese loving exhanges.'' But it may be neessary to also lookinto the heart to see if the attahments in the heart are theobstales to having these loving relationships. These anarthasobstrut our ability to see things in the proper light.Those same anarthas that are obstruting us from relishingthe holy name are also obstruting us from relishing sadhusanga. Attahments to those things that have no relationshipwith Krishna, the desire for reognition, or envy are some ofthe anarthas.



69Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemCounselors Must Set an Ideal ExampleExerpt from Counselor Seminar,Mosow�June 26, 2004There are different ways to organize things, but that or-ganization in of itself will not suessfully spread Krishnaonsiousness. Certainly we need organizers. But we also needspiritual vision.If devotees are givingKrishna onsiousness to others, theninspiration will be there to be organized, beause if somebodyis really inspired in Krishna onsiousness, they will naturallywant to do something for Krishna. The inspiration omesas the desire to put our energies, put our efforts, put ourintelligene, our wealth, everything that we have and to applyit for Krishna's servie.We often quote that verse from the Seventh Canto ofthe Bhagavatam when Prahlada Maharaj is instruting hislassmates. He tells them that in the same way that onesees himself and takes are of himself, one should use hisenergies for devotional servie to Krishna and render servieto the Supreme Lord who is the Supersoul in the hearts ofall living beings. Being self-entered, everybody thinks firstof themselves and then of others. Prabhupada even explainsthat the philanthropists who are apparently always thinkingabout others are also thinking first of themselves, beausethey are thinking, ``I am a part and parel of the others. IfI am thinking of the welfare of them, I'll benefit by takingare of them.'' They are still selfish in that way. Andto find selflessness in the material world is a very diffiultsearh. Therefore Prahlada Maharaj says to his lassmates,``In the same way that you see yourselves and take are of



70 Setion Twoyourselves, you should take that same energy and utilize itfor the servie of the Supreme Lord.'' What is the result ofsuh one-pointed devotional servie? The devotee personallyexperienes that the result of suh one-pointed devotionalservie is that Krishna takes better are of him than he anpossibly take are of himself.Krishna gives us everything that we need, beause He helpsus to be satisfied in any ondition of life. Without that, we annever be satisfied�even if we have everything we need. Thereis a verse from the Bhagavad-gita (2.55): ``When a man givesup all varieties of desire for sense gratifiation, whih arisefrom mental onotion, and when his mind, thus purified,finds satisfation in the self alone, then he is said to be in puretransendental onsiousness.''In other words, if one finds satisfation in himself, heis self-satisfied. That's Krishna's mery. That's Krishna'sprotetion. That's Krishna's reiproation. That's Krishnagiving everything that we need. We an be happy in anyondition of life�even in the midst of the greatest adversity.He who is equipoised both in happiness and distress issaid to be in transendental onsiousness. This is howKrishna takes are of us when we devote all of our energy forsatisfying Him.It is not�as we may sometimes immediately onjure up�that ``Krishna just gives me everything that I want.'' No,Krishna gives us what we need! Everyone needs Krishna.We used to distribute Krishna Book in the early days. Wealways used to open up to George Harrisson's words when wedistributed Krishna Book, ``All we need is love.'' I rememberthe first Krishna Book ame out in a big silver over and wedidn't know how to distribute these books. We just didn't know



71Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemhow to onvine people to buy these huge books. Krishna givesHimself, gives His heart, His love to those who love Him.Prabhupada one said that to his disiples: ``If you loveme, I'll love you. It's not very diffiult to get my love. Justlove me and I'll love you; it won't be very diffiult for you.''Prabhupada showed his love in a very speial way: he lovedus first. Then he said, ``If you love me, I'll love you.'' Butthere were no illusions in our hearts. We knew that the onlyway we ould love Prabhupada so muh was beause he lovedus first. Therefore it wasn't so diffiult to love Prabhupada.Prabhupada was just radiating his love for us and love forKrishna.How did he show his love for us? He was ready to doanything for us. That's how he showed his love. He wasready to do anything for us so that we ould beome Krishnaonsious. Not that he was just eager to satisfy our whims. Hewas simply eager to make all kinds of personal sarifie.Just like it is desribed in the Eighth Canto of the Bha-gavatam in relationship to Lord Siva. It is desribed thatthe highest method for worshipping the Supreme Personalityof Godhead is when one voluntarily aepts sufferings andinonvenienes for the sake of the people in general.Srila Prabhupada voluntarily aepted so muh inonve-niene simply for our sake so that we ould beome Krishnaonsious. The result was that one feels shelter. One feelsthat beause Prabhupada was really willing and ready to do somuh for us, then ertainly we wanted to reiproate with himand do something in return.When the preahing is there, then themanagement followslike a shadow. When we are giving Krishna onsiousness andgenuinely aring for the welfare of others, then organization



72 Setion Twonaturally follows. It follows beause people want to do some-thing to reiproate. Then if you tell them, ``Why don't youdo this?'' they are eager to do it, beause it is an opportunityto reiproate.Organizations shouldn't be twisting arms: ``This is organi-zation!''``Oh! All right! All right! I'll do it!!!''It is not an organization. It is a very temporary organization.That's what the materialists do. The materialists say, ``OK.If you don't do this I won't pay you.'' Or, ``You are fired.''Everybody is just living under the sword of Damoles: ``Allright! I'll do it!'' beause everybody is thinking that ``if I don'tdo it, I'll be fired.''The spiritual movement is not supposed to be like that.Prabhupada always said, ``It is the duty of all the leaders tobring up this voluntary spirit in the heart of the devotees.''Deember 22, 1972�in a famous letter of Prabhupada toKarandhara, he says, ``This is the duty of the leaders to bring upthis voluntary spirit and to fan it so that Krishna onsiousnessbeomes an ever-fresh experiene.'' And Prabhupada says,``Where are these big, big leaders?''The letter was written beause Prabhupada was blastingthem for the organizational sheme, beause the leaders werereating these big, big organization shemes, whih were sti-fling the individuality of many of the other leaders in themovement. They were making them all dependant upon them;they were making them all finanially dependant upon thesefew leaders. And Prabhupada was blasting! He hanged ev-erything around. ``No!'' He said, ``The duty of the leaders isto inspire the devotees and reate ever-fresh opportunities forsurrendering to Krishna.''



73Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemAgain, the priniple that preahing is first and then man-agement follows like a shadow. Therefore, we annot simplyexpet to reate an organization for taking are of Krishna'sdevotees unless there is atually that feeling within the devo-tee's heart that they are being taken are of. That's notsomething that an be arranged managerially. Taking are ofKrishna's devotees is not something that we an simply reatean image of and expet to inspire everybody to take part in.Everybody has to feel some inspiration: ``Yes! I am being takenare of also.''Thus, there is shelter that a devotee an get in the asso-iation of his peers. And the devotees atually feel a verysubstantial amount of their shelter, whih enables them togive shelter to others.This is something that is very important, beause sometimeseverybody thinks, ``Well, it an only ome from one plae,''and they want to try to always limit it to that plae. But that'snot a very high level of devotional servie.In fat, we oftentimes give the analogy that we may belooking at a distane and see Mount Everest, rising above inthe distane. All that one an see from a distane is the veryhigh peak. But as we ome loser, we will see that there aremany other subordinate peaks and hills and mountains, whihare surrounding Mount Everest. But if we are far away, all wean see is Mount Everest.Similarly, we may think, ``Oh, there is only one personwho may be a soure of inspiration for me.'' But that means weare far away, beause we an't see that there are many otherpersons also assisting him in fulfilling a similar funtion. Thereare many others who are assisting and giving us inspiration,who are giving us knowledge, who are giving us are. We are



74 Setion Twomeant to have relationships with them also. But if all we see isjust one person, that means we are still very far from him.We have to get loser. We should try to get loser by seeingthat through Krishna's arrangement there are many otherswho an also help us.Last Otober I was in Bombay with a godbrother of mine,Gopal Bhatta, who had ome on behalf of theNorthAmerianGBC. He ame to simply observe and to analyze what is it inBombay that makes the projet suessful. He wanted to takehis analyses and his experienes bak to North Ameria, toshare some of the things he had observed with the Amerianleaders.We should also note that my godbrother, Gopal Bhatta,is a very good organizer, beause he has organized his ownbusiness in Ameria, whih is a huge hain of stores. Beausehis business is so suessful, he deided he wants to try to dosomething to share his experienes with the ISKCON leaders.I happened to be in Bombay at that time. I also havea lose relationship with Gopal Bhatta. I aompanied himat a meeting of all the loal ounselors. He was going tointerview all of them. By his interview, he wanted to heartheir different experienes and try to determine what is it thatmakes Chowpatty suessful in taking are of devotees. I thinkthere were about twenty-five ounselors who were gatheredthere.He asked a few questions and then he asked differentdevotees to introdue the ounselors and to tell somethingabout them. He was sitting with his pad of paper and then asthey were introduing eah ounselor who was saying what hedoes and how many ounselees he has, he was taking notes.After about an hour and fifteen minutes, after everybody was



75Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemintrodued and everybody spoke a little bit about their servie,he said, ``Can I say something? I have been hearing from all ofyou now for over an hour and I have taken notes, and so farI have aptured some points that I want to just express to youabout why this projet is so suessful.''All the ounselorswere sitting there saying, ``Please! Please,say something!''He looked at his paper and said, ``So far, from whatI have understood�and I am trying to take themost importantpoints from everything that you told me�the reason why thisprojet is suessful in taking are of others is beause you loveeah other.'' That was it. He said, ``This is what I have gottenso far.'' And he said, ``Maybe there will be more. But this iswhat I have so far.'' Then he went on to explain, ``I an see youlove eah other! You have so muh affetion for eah other!And it is not pretentious.'' He said, ``It is so obvious that evenI an see it.''Therefore, one of the priniples that is followed by thedevotees of Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir is that the devo-tees, who have the responsibility for taking are of others, verylosely assoiate with eah other and take are of eah otherfirst and foremost. That's most important.It is not that they are big leaders and ``I have got my groupof people that I take are of'' and ``I an exist with them [otherleaders℄ or without them.'' No. It is not like that. It is nothow it works there. The most important relationships are therelationships that the devotees who have the responsibilitiesto take are of other devotees have with eah other. Theysay they are following a ertain formula. The formula is thatif they get up to twenty perent of assoiation with theirspiritual master, they are very happy. But sixty perent of



76 Setion Twothe assoiation is with eah other. And twenty perent is tothe ounselees. That's the formula. They follow that formula.Therefore they ome together regularly, and it's not that theyare management meetings. They disuss some management,but they ome together and do things together: hant bhajanstogether, they have lasses together and they are just doingthings pratially every week together. And they help eahother. They are alling eah other on the phone if somebodyhas some diffiulty.Just like just three days ago, Sri Nathaji, (RadhanathMaharaja's disiple from Bombay) had open-heart surgery. Itis a very, very serious operation. Devotees didn't know ifhe was going to ome out alive. I am quite sure beyond theshadow of a doubt that all of the other ounselors are with himonstantly, alling, visiting him.He also is a ounselor; although he is a ounselor emeritus.They have ounselors emeritus, whih means he is not quiteas ative as the other ounselors, beause he was a ounselorfor so many years, and now he is old, sixty years old. The pointis that these kinds of relationships exist, and this is one of thevery foundations for suess.It was by this priniple that I tried to emphasize to thedevotees in Kiev that shelter omes also with the assoiationof one's peers. Therefore we gave some talks about how toassoiate. These subjets are not new. We have heard thesesubjets many times. But if we really want to effetivelyassoiate with others, we really have to learn how to developthe ability to see the good qualities in others. If we really wantto develop the ability to see the good qualities in others, wereally have to look within our own hearts to see the anarthasthat are obstruting us and preventing us from seeing.



77Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemThat's why Nama Hatta preahing is so suessful. I amspeaking about the Nama Hatta preahing of BhaktivinodeThakur. The very first quote in Sri Sri Godruma Kalpataviis: nama intamani krsnas aitanya rasa vigraha�the marketplae of the holy name is the plae where this pure holy nameis distributed. It is this holy name whih leanses the heartfrom all these anarthas.Therefore, when Sridama and Kisori ame to the retreatin Kiev, they divided the retreat into three setions. Firstand foremost, what was given the most time was that if adevotee wants to be suessful in giving shelter to others, hehas to be an ideal example. This was the whole thrust of thefirst part of the retreat. He has to be an ideal example thathe is visibly hanting Hare Krishna. Others see how he ishanting Hare Krishna. How he is hanting Hare Krishnawith others, and how hanting Hare Krishna is the foundationof his spiritual life. When he is not hanting japa, he ishanting in kirtan.This wholeGodruma Kalpatavi atually desribes how thisholy name is distributed and how devotees ome togetherto hant the pure holy name. That is the basis of theirrelationships.There are many other priniples about ideal examples. Butthese devotees in Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir. . . I don'tsay Chowpatty anymore, beause I have been told many times,``We don't like to be referred to as Chowpatty. We want tobe known as Sri Sri Radha Gopinath Mandir.'' Chowpatty isatually a very degraded plae. But Sri Sri Radha GopinathMandir is very pure. They ome together and they hant witheah other. They are leaning the heart. By leaning theheart in the assoiation of eah other, then they develop the



78 Setion Twoability to see the good qualities in eah other and see the goodqualities in their dependants as well.In order to have these nie loving relationships, oneatually has to be able to appreiate the good qualities ofothers.I was having a disussion with somebody reently aboutleadership. And we were giving an important riterion ofbeing a leader who an help others. A leader who an helpothers is somebody who an always see the good in others,beause if you an't see the good in others, how an you helpthem? What an you do to help somebody? If one is a preaher,then he has to think that ``if somebody needs to develop goodqualities and I am a preaher, then I am partially responsibleif that person doesn't have them.'' How is he going to improveunless he has the assoiation of somebody who an help himand who ares about him?This all omes in the assoiation of devotees. Devoteeshelp eah other by seeing the good qualities in eah other.By seeing the good qualities in eah other, we an fan andenourage them so that they will feel sheltered. And by feel-ing sheltered, they will automatially want to ome up to ahigher standard and improve. These are Vaisnava relation-ships.Therefore, if we always find ourselves surrounded by peoplethat we don't like and we don't want to deal with them, weshould ask ourselves, ``Why is this? Why is it like that?''An introspetive person will think one way. An extrovertedperson will think in a different way.There are bahirmukha sisya and antarmukha sisya�in-ternal disiples and external disiples. External disiple issomebody who is always looking at things from the external



79Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systempoint of view. He is the person who is always trying to benext to the spiritual master so he would have his piture takenwith him. Prabhupada even one time said that when devoteesame he said, ``So many `Haribols', right?'' Devotees wereoming and they were hanting and Prabhupada made somestatement, ``Yes, everybody is just `Haribol, Haribol,' but whenare they going to follow my instrutions?''Internal is somebody who understands the mood of thespiritual master and faithfully follows the instrutions of thespiritual master, and then he personally experienes the rela-tionship internally, from within his heart. He doesn't rely onall the external trappings to establish a so-alled relationshipwith the spiritual master.Similarly, maybe somebody may also think, ``I am alwayssurrounded by people that I don't like, that I don't get alongwith.'' One may think, ``How to solve that problem? Just avoidthem all!'' That's all: ``I don't like them. I don't want to bewith them. I'll just simply assoiate only with people who likeme. Then we an ooperate niely. This is how we ooperateniely, beause they like me. No sarifie. It's netar. It is allnetar! They do so many things for me! They always welomeme in their home and feed me. They always speak sweet wordsabout me! I like this. We an ooperate niely! This is thekind of assoiation I want!''This is not a preaher. This is not madhyama. This iskanistha. Kanistha doesn't know how to assoiate with hispeers. Amadhyama knows how to assoiate, beause he knowshow to appreiate the qualities of others. Therefore, theexternal devotee will think like that. He will think, ``I don'twant to assoiate.'' But the internal devotee will look withinhis heart; will hant Hare Krishna very, very attentively; and



80 Setion Twowill pray to Krishna to please reveal these anarthas and tohelp him overome these anarthas that obstrut him in hisrelationships with these devotees so he an see their goodqualities and experiene shelter, love. This is the kind of thingthat Gopala Bhatta was talking about. He wasn't talking to agroup of ompetitors. He was talking to a group of devoteeswho loved eah other and who were able to assoiate witheah other by seeing the good qualities in eah other. If youwant to be suessful in taking are of Krishna's devotees, thenfollow this formula and let all other managerial shemes justgo by the wayside. Develop this formula! Then everything elsewill ome naturally. It will all develop very naturally, beausethere will be some shelter to share. Then all these attempts toorganize our Nama Hattas, bhakti-vriksas, will automatiallyome. They will manifest very naturally, beause there will besome substane there. Prabhupada says, ``When preahing isthere, then everything else will follow naturally.''Preahing doesn't mean simply to the non-devotees. Krish-na says, ya idam paramam guhyammad-bhaktesv abhidhasyati``For one who explains this supreme seret to the devotees,pure devotional servie is guaranteed, and at the end he willome bak to Me.'' (Bg. 18.68)na a tasman manusyesukasin me priya-krttamah``There is no servant in this world who is more dear to Methan he. Nor will there ever be one more dear.'' (Bg. 18.69)



81Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemFoused Community DevelopmentExerpt from meeting with Nama Hatta leaders,Mosow�Otober 26, 2003Based upon some unsoliited information that has omefrom several soures, I sense that among the Nama Hattasand the ommunity as a whole in Mosow, there is still a lakof overall diretion in the priniples of really taking are ofdevotees.Based upon my experienes in Chowpatty, I have seen howthe ommunity has evolved. I was with Radhanatha Maharajaeven before all of Chowpatty ame bak to ISKCON in 1994,and I visited it at a time when it was still at a very, verybeginning stage. I know that the emphasis given at that timewas both on the greater ommunity of devotees who wereliving outside the temple, as well as those who were in thetemple.At that time, the brahmaari asram was rather small. Infat, they only had one room for all the brahmaaris and thetemple room. The rest of the building was an orphanage, withlassrooms and other rooms, whih had no onnetion withthe temple. But I sensed at that time that there was a learvision of how to develop Chowpatty to what it is today. Thepriority for the devotees who were living in the ommunityoutside the temple was to fous their attention on reating aommunity among themselves and beoming a support to eahother and to the temple, rather than to fous their attention onmaking new devotees. The brahmaaris' fous was on sadhanaand preahing.I feel that that is laking here in Mosow�not ompletelythough. I am aware that there are definite efforts of attention



82 Setion Twoand are. But the overall olletive organized vision seems tobe laking. I will give you an example of three things thatame to me unsoliited in the last three days.The first is that there are older devotees who ould notrelate with all the new devotees oming to the temple. Theseolder devotees didn't feel a onnetion with the temple otherthan just oming to the festivals. They said that sometimesthere was an effort made to invite them, but the onnetionended with the invitation only. They were made to feelwelome through the invitation, but when they ame, nobodypaid any attention to them. They were just another fae in therowd who had to push their way to get into the temple room,and who weren't notied by anybody�exept maybe a few oldfriends, who were also in the same situation as they were.One devotee told me, ``I understand you want to take areof all the devotees. I have an opinion. You ould help to reatea more weloming atmosphere for the devotees who atuallygave most of the best years of their life and who are nowstruggling outside the temple. Instead of feeling enouraged,they are more or less feeling negleted as something that wasjust used and then thrown away.'' That was one symptom thatI felt�a lak of ommunity.Another symptom of there being a lak of ommunity spiritthat I observed is with regards to older, unmarried women,some of whom have given many of their good years to servingSrila Prabhupada's mission. I felt that there was not reallyenough effort to give them a shelter similar to what I saw inChowpatty. I suspet that's largely due to the fat that thereis no senior householder ouple, whose hildren are grown-up,who have a feeling of fatherly onern for others, and whoare not heavily struggling eonomially. Some ouple like



83Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemthat should be there to take are of unmarried women. InChowpatty, there is Krishna Chandra Prabhu, among manyothers. These devotees also help to arrange marriages, andthere are devotees who also oversee a fund for helping devoteesin great need.In Mosow, the Garuda Fund exists, and I think that is areally positive step forward. I know that Nityananda CaranPrabhu is ative in that fund. But it still seems that there isnot enough fous given for it and for the devotees who aredependent upon it.Something else that ame to my attention, unsoliited, isthat it appears that the parents (at least some of the parents)are not really foused on the onerns of their hildren. Ifsomebody else will take are of their hildren's needs, thenthey onsider that to be good. But there are some parents whoaren't really even foused on the needs of their hildren.That was the information I reeived, whih led me tobelieve that the ommunity of devotees and theNama Hattasare not really fixed in a vision for developing the ommunity. Ifthere is an atual ommunity, sheltered in aring relationships,then we an be very suessful in making new devotees. Butit's very diffiult to keep new devotees if they ome and seeso many ontraditions in the devotees' lives. People look atthat and start wondering, ``Who is in harge here and what'sthe priority?'' Some people hear about the ell groups andexpanding and making new devotees; some people hear aboutthe ounselor system and taking are of devotees. We seem tobe trying to do too many things at one without a lear fous.Thus, my humble opinion is that the Mosow ommunitylaks fous, and that the real fous of the Mosow ommunityshould be to fous on the Mosow ommunity. I hope I'm



84 Setion Twonot diminishing anyone's inspiration. I'm just sharing myobservations and my experienes of Chowpatty, having visitedthat ommunity for well over ten years and seeing how it hasevolved. I've seen how muh attention Radhanath Maharajagives to keep everything in fous.Responsible Counselors and Counselees�The Key to an Effetive SystemExerpt from meeting with disiples,Kharkov�May 22, 2004In temples where the ounselor system has beome effe-tive there are devotees who atually understand what theirresponsibilities are as ounselors. They are exemplary oun-selors and they have already established genuine relationshipswith their ounselees on the strength of their own exampleand on the strength of their preahing. For them to be oun-selors is very natural, beause the relationship is already there.When it's fored, or formal, then it is not as effetive forreasons whih should be easily understood.The primary purpose for the ounselor system is to fostertrust among devotees. Spiritual authority is not establishedsimply by designating someone as an authority. Lord Cai-tanya's movement is a voluntary movement. ``Voluntary''means that we have to voluntarily give ourselves to an author-ity, on the basis of faith. When we voluntarily give ourselvesto an authority, then we take greater responsibility ourselvesfor following their instrutions, beause we have faith in theirinstrutions.But just simply to designate, ``This person is your ounselor,that person is your ounselor,'' is not as effetive, unless the



85Vision and Reasons for Counselor Systemperson who says ``this is your ounselor'' is a person you havedeep faith in. Then it is effetive beause faith is alreadyestablished in the heart. Without faith, there is no spirituallife. There is no spiritual advanement unless we atuallyhave faith in ahieving a superior state of onsiousness bythe assoiation of devotees.Sr�la Rupa Gosvam� has written in the Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu: sadho sangah svato vare, ``a devotee should assoiatewith devotees who are more advaned.''(Sri Bhaktyaloka 5, Jana-sanga)We should look for the assoiation of more advaned devo-tees, and we should look for someone whom we an trust. Thisis the purpose for the ounselor system. When you assoiatewith somebody more advaned, you an get the opportunity tohave exhanges with Vaisnavas aording to the teahings ofRupa Gosvami�dadati pratigrhnati guhyam akhyati prhati.Exhanges of love between one devotee and another is toreveal one's mind in onfidene and to inquire onfidentially.If you don't have that kind of spiritual relationship inspiritual life, it will be very diffiult to make progress. Unfor-tunately, many times that kind of relationship does not exist,beause we are not willing to be humble. We are not willingto look for superior qualities in others. We are not willing toaept that ``somebody may atually have something that theyan offer me in my spiritual life.'' For a beginner in Krishnaonsiousness, that is very dangerous. It means that one isbeginning spiritual life from a very shaky platform. It is dueto pride within the heart that makes it very diffiult to makespiritual advanement. The Lord is very muh attrated tohumility in His devotees. When there is humility, there aregenuine exhanges between one devotee and another.



86 Setion TwoOn the other hand, it is also the responsibility of the personwho is supposed to be in the superior position to be a goodexample, to be aring, to be disinterested in getting respet,to not demand respet, to not use his position for ontrollingothers, but whose primary purpose for having that relationshipis for helping his dependent. Most important is there shouldbe no expetation of something in return. If a person annotatually take the position of helping a dependent withoutexpeting something in return, he is not qualified to take areof others. For a voluntary movement to go on without payinganybody, there must be trust. An authority should have noother agenda in this relationship other than helping one inhis/her spiritual life.Therefore, the ounselor system annot be fored uponothers. Those who are serving in the apaity of ounselorsmust beome qualified both on the strength of their example,and on the strength of their preahing to help others. It is forthat reason that we an't demand the temple authorities to as-sign ounselors, beause unfortunately, devotees don't alwayshave faith in the temple authorities. If the authority struturesimply appoints somebody else to be a ounselor, there willstill be no trust, and the whole system then beomes artifiialand the relationships will only be formal. Why? Beause theounselee also has an agenda. ``I want a reommendation.I will make this relationship good enough just to get that andthen I will be glad when it is over.'' What kind of relationshipis that? It is pratially useless. Believe me; I know whenthose relationships exist. It's not so easy to be fooled on thismatter. I have allowed it to exist but it really has no tangibleonnetion to what we are trying to establish in this ounselorsystem.



87Vision and Reasons for Counselor SystemThe responsibility lies both on the part of neophyte new-omers who are just oming to Krishna onsiousness�tolearn humility, and on the ounselors who should not abusethe humility of others. When those two qualifiations exist,we will have an effetive ounselor system. We should alltry to work towards aomplishing that goal. That shouldbe the primary goal, beause unless there are these kinds ofrelationships, how will we ever reate a strong impression inthe minds of those who are oming to Krishna onsiousnessthat there is suh a thing as genuine Vaisnava relationships? Itstarts here, in the temple, and extends into the ongregationwho are onneted to the temple. From that point, it spreadsand should grow naturally, organially, voluntarily, on thespiritual platform; not beause somebody has some stripes ontheir shoulders and is designated as an authority. That doesn'twork in spiritual life.There are devotees who are atual authorities, and weshould be humble enough to reognize those who have thequalities of authority. I know from my own experiene thatthere are many devotees who for me are like authorities inmy spiritual life�whom I have faith in. I an say anythingto them. Beause of that, we feel suh a strong bond be-tween us.In Vaisnava relationships, the bond is based upon thegenuine humility that is displayed between one Vaisnava andanother. A Vaisnava sees others as his superior. He neverthinks that ``I am superior to everyone else I assoiate with.''Just like that example of Duryodhana and YudhisthiraMaharaja. Yudhisthira Maharaja was told to go throughoutthe kingdom and to look for somebody who is lower thanhimself, more fallen than himself. Duryodhana was sent to



88 Setion Twolook for somebody who was more advaned than himself. Theyboth went out, searhing, and ame bak to give their reports.Yudhisthira Maharaja, who was the emperor, said, ``I ould notfind anybody who was lower than myself.'' And Duryodhanasaid, ``I ould not find anybody who is superior to me.'' Vidurasaid to Dhrtarastra, ``You are maintaining your son who isoffene personified,'' beause Duryodhana was so proud. Hethought that nobody was superior to him.I feel that it is very important that the devotees understandthat there is a very good reason for establishing the ounselorsystem. It is a very good sign in a new devotee when he anfind somebody who is ``better than himself.''



Setion ThreeImportant Qualifiations for Counselors
• Counselors should have a nie understanding of thephilosophy and pratie of Krishna onsiousness.
• They should have been ative within ISKCON for areasonable length of time.
• They should be able to give balaned advie aordingto time, plae, and irumstane.
• They should not be prone to taking extreme and ontro-versial positions on issues.
• They should be willing to extend themselves to helpothers and have a spirit of sarifie.
• They should be ompassionate and have a genuine on-ern for the welfare of devotees.
• They should be good listeners. They should be able tolisten to the people they are trying to serve.
• They should be mature and sober.
• They should demonstrate a good standard of sadhana,etiquette, behavior, and ommitment to serving themission of Srila Prabhupada.
• They should be stably situated within their own asram.(From ``Simple Steps for a Simple Temple'', a booklet based onthe talks of His Holiness Radhanath Swami.)



90 Setion ThreeThe following series of exerpts and questions and an-swers, ompiled from various letures, elaborate upon theseimportant qualifiations for ounselors.
∗ ∗ ∗

• Counselors should have a nie understanding of the philos-ophy and pratie of Krishna onsiousness.
• They should be able to give balaned advie aording totime, plae, and irumstane. Mosow, June 19, 2004Bhaktivinoda Thakura gives some very nie details aboutthe qualifiations of an ``employee'' inNamaHatta. There wasonly a very short desription about the qualifiations, but avery long desription of the disqualifiations. In other words,Bhaktivinoda Thakura took great effort to emphasize whatis the disqualifiation of a person to be partiipating in themarketplae of the holy name, or Nama Hatta. Sometimesit is neessary to emphasize the negative aspets to helpus understand what are the prohibited ativities. Basially,Bhaktivinoda Thakura says that the qualifiation is to be apure devotee. But if somebody looks at that, he might say,``Well I guess somebody else is going to have to give NamaHatta lasses.'' But he qualifies that statement also by sayingwhat it means to be pure.This is the qualifiation:Qualifiation: whether brahmin, ksatriya, vaisya,sudra or lower, or whether sannyasi, brahmaari, grha-stha, or vanaprastha, if one has pure devotion, he anbeome an employee of the Nama Hatta, and take upany of the posts. (Sri Sri Godruma Kalpatavi, Part 2)That is the qualifiation. He says also, one more:



91Important Qualifiations for CounselorsEradiation of all material desire, freedom fromjnana and karma, and favorable servie to Krishna,omprises pure devotion. Aording to the devotion inone's heart one has qualifiation, and aording to thedevotion there will be freedom from disqualifiations.(Sri Sri Godruma Kalpatavi, Part 2)He says that there are varying degrees of qualifiation, tothe degree that one's heart is filled with devotion, then to thatdegree he will be qualified to partiipate in Nama Hatta.There may be some qualifiation, but not full qualifiation.But he lists the disqualifiations, whih were the very samepoints that were disussed by Sridama and Kisori when theywere talking about the qualifiations for somebody to be aounselor. They were talking about the importane of beinga good example. Prabhupada often said that the example iseven more important than the preept. He said that withoutexample, it is very diffiult to teah. Therefore, example wasthe first and foremost part of the retreat, whih disussedabout the husband and the wife.Bhaktivinoda Thakura says here in the list of disqualifia-tions: Those persons materially engrossed, lazy, selfish, ir-religious, devoid of enthusiasm, atheisti, desirous ofobtaining mukti, eager to do material welfare work,tending to dry mental speulation, argumentative, am-bitious for material prestige, ontrolled by lamenta-tion, illusion, anger, greed, intoxiation; those who areheaters, liars, enemies of religion, illusioned by mate-rial learning and material ulture are disqualified frombeoming employees of the Nama Hatta.(Sri Sri Godruma Kalpatavi, Part 2)



92 Setion ThreeThat is only the first disqualifiation. There is more.He is giving us some things to look at. For instane, aselfish person�a person who is only onerned about his ownomforts first�annot think of the welfare of others.Kisori, fromChowpatty, has a degree inmediine and ouldpratie being a dotor if she wanted to. Her husband workswith omputers. For the first few months of his employment,prior to beoming a ounselor, he was making six hundredrupees, whih was the equivalent of about twelve dollars, atthe time. But still they wanted to beome ounselors, andKisori didn't want to pratie mediine. They both deidedthat they would live very simply. Eventually, after beomingounselors, Sridama was making 3500 rupees, but they saidthat still they ouldn't afford to take publi transportation. Ifthey went anywhere, they would walk. They said that Kisoridid not purhase any new saris for approximately three years,and only wore the same few old saris that she had. Theyboth deided they would voluntarily do this, for the sakeof preahing. Another point that impressed me is that shesaid, ``By living like this, it helped us to be more sensitive tothe diffiulties of others. Beause we had experiened themourselves.'' If a person doesn't experiene it himself, then hemay not be able to understand what another person is goingthrough. So obviously they were not selfish. They were notthinking of their own omforts first. They were willing toaept disomfort for the sake of helping others. That is a veryimportant qualifiation. Usually that kind of selfless servie isvery endearing to those who are being helped. In other words,one we see that ``somebody's willing to make a sarifie forme,'' that in itself gives us some shelter. Beause we think,``Oh, this person is atually thinking of me. Thinking of my



93Important Qualifiations for Counselorsbenefit. Maybe not my material benefit, but they're thinkingof my spiritual benefit.''Just like there is thatwonderful example in theBhagavatamofVidura who realized thatKrishna was thinking of him beforeHis departure. Krishna instruted Uddhava, and Uddhavainstruted Vidura, and Vidura realized that ``in Krishna'sinstrutions to Uddhava, He was atually thinking of me.''And that realization just overwhelmed him with love. Just toknow that ``the Lord was thinking of me prior to His departurefrom this world.'' That is just one example.For a ounselor to be able to think first of others' welfarebefore their own welfare requires that they have shelter. Thiskind of selfless servie doesn't manifest in a vauum. It mani-fests when a devotee is also experiening shelter from others.In Chowpatty, they were getting shelter in the assoiationof eah other, who were all doing the same servie together.They all have the same goals together. They are all trying topleaseGuru and Krishna. Therefore, they are able to give thatkind of shelter and be selfless.Bhaktivinoda Thakura is saying that a selfish person isdisqualified. Thus, we should not be ambitious for materialprestige. Neither should we be ontrolled by lamentation,anger, and greed. A person atually has to have ontrol ofhis senses. But again, this also depends upon the degree thathe is atually taking fully to the proess of bhakti and beingsheltered.Bhaktivinoda Thakura says:(A man's present, not previous harater, is to beonsidered. Towhatever extent a person an destroy hisdisqualifiations, he obtains shelter of pure devotionalservie, and reeives qualifiation).



94 Setion Three2. For a grhastha or vanaprastha to go to prostitutes,women other than one's wedded wife or to engagein unrestrited sex-life with one's own wife, is forbid-den. Brahmaaris and sannyasis are absolutely restritedfrom assoiation with any woman. If any man is guiltyof the offenses then he is disqualified from beomingan employee of the Nama Hatta.(Sri Sri Godruma Kalpatavi, Part 2)Those who are ounselors or Nama Hatta leaders haveto show a good example for others. That example was thatthere was no unrestrited assoiation between the sexes. Evenamongst those who are householders, the householder manwould not even take are of women. The wife of the house-holder man would take are of the women. Or maybe theywould do it together, sometimes under ertain irumstanes.But even a householder man would not take are of a womanalone. There is never a question of a woman assoiating with aman, or vie versa�or a brahmaari assoiating with a woman,or even preahing to a woman.Of ourse sometimes under ertain irumstanes, it maybe neessary for a limited time. It should be understood that itis for a very limited time only. But a brahmaari should nevertake are of a woman, and similarly, a woman should nevertake are of a man. This is stritly forbidden in Chowpatty. Itis unheard of. If it is done, it is immediate disqualifiation.When the atmosphere is pure, then we an advane inKrishna onsiousness. But if the atmosphere is ontaminatedby all other types of subtle forms of desires, then one's mindwill always be disturbed. If one has a disturbed mind, how anhe give shelter? To keep disturbanes away from the mind,



95Important Qualifiations for Counselorsthere are very strit standards of assoiation. These standardsare pratied in the temple and they are also pratied in theprograms in devotees' homes.This unrestrited assoiation between men and women isontrolled, as explained right here. Bhaktivinoda Thakuramakes another interesting point. He says that:4. Women who are pure devotees an beome trav-eling women salesmen for distributing the Holy Nameamongst other women, but they annot give the nameto men. Aording to time, plae, and irumstanes,however, and with great are, a autious and maturewoman an distribute the name to men. Apart from el-derly women or very young girls, men preahers shouldavoid disussions with other women.(Sri Sri Godruma Kalpatavi, Part 2)In other words, there are exeptions: very autious andmature women, who are pure. First of all, she is pure. Sheis not looking for anything. She is giving. Somebody that islooking for something annot give purely. She annot; thatis immediately disqualifiation. As a matter of fat, the thirdone that Bhaktivinoda Thakura says is:3. The person who alls himself a giver of the Nameand requests some kind of material benefit from thereipient is disqualified.(Sri Sri Godruma Kalpatavi, Part 2)A strit poliy is that those who are ounselors, they do nottake anything from their ounselees. They do not ompromisetheir preahing. Of ourse, Bhaktivinoda Thakura explainssomething here:



96 Setion ThreeGivers of theName freed from false egomay performtheir respetive duties aording to the varnasramasystem to maintain themselves and their family, and donot lose their qualifiation.(Sri Sri Godruma Kalpatavi, Part 2)In other words, he is saying that householders have a rightto maintain themselves by performing their presribed duties.He says the guru that gives amantra to his disiple and aeptsa voluntary offering from him for the benefit of the disiple'sspiritual life is not disqualified. Under Pratie and Behavior,Bhaktivinoda Thakura says:2. Preahers should maintain themselves throughhonest means. Those house holders who are apableof working have no right to beg for their materialsubsistene, but brahmaari and sannyasis should beg tomaintain their body and should not take up any othermeans as an alternative. Wherever the preaher goesin the ourse of his ativities, he should always be alertas to how to inrease the preahing of the Holy Nameat that partiular plae.(Sri Sri Godruma Kalpatavi, Part 2)The same point was also made in Kiev�that the preahershould maintain himself through some honest means, andhe should not depend upon taking something from his de-pendents. If somebody voluntarily offers, as a reiproationfor what they have reeived, one may aept. Although inChowpatty, they don't even aept that. They want to keeptheir relationships pure and lean.I was appreiating, while looking at this list, how manyof these similar points were made in Kiev by these devotees.



97Important Qualifiations for CounselorsTherefore, the partiular qualifiation and example that theyare following is quite similar to the same priniples thatBhaktivinoda Thakura espoused for ``Marketplae of the HolyName.''Question: Should those who are attahed be preahing?Those who are attahed are better off assisting thosewho are preahing, so that they an learn how to beomeunattahed. They should at least realize that they are attahed,and if they don't realize it, then they should not be preahing.If he understands that he is attahed, he will take shelter ofthe others who are not attahed and who will help him tobeome unattahed. The first thing is that at least one has tounderstand that he has attahments. If he is honest, then atleast he will try to assoiate with others who will help him tobeome free from those attahments. But if one is very proudand is not apable of looking within himself to see his ownattahments, then Jiva Gosvami explains in his ommentaryin the Eleventh Canto of Bhagavatam that suh persons areuseless for preahing. He uses the words ``ompletely useless.''First, a person has to at least know how to respet others. Infat, JivaGosvami explains that if one annot respet devotees,then how an he preah? If he annot respet that somebodyis atually superior to him and somebody has some qualitiesthat an help him make progress, and if he sees that way in theassoiation of the devotees, then how an he respet the non-devotees? Then how an he preah? Therefore, Jiva Gosvamiis explaining that suh persons are useless for preahing.
∗ ∗ ∗

• They should be willing to extend themselves to help othersand have a spirit of sarifie.



98 Setion Three
• They should be ompassionate and have a genuine onernfor the welfare of devotees.
• They should be good listeners. They should be able to listento the people they are trying to serve.
• They should be mature and sober.Question: It was said that devotees who ounsel othersshould be soially stable and shouldn't depend on money givenby those whom they ounsel. But also we have devotees whopreah and also it is a Vedi example that those devotees whoare brahminial by nature are given harity to. How to dealwith those who are not so independent, who still depend onothers?They should have some soure of inome�an honestmeans of livelihood. Their rereation should be preahing.Sometimes when people are working, they think, ``Oh, anyspare time I get, I am going to use it for myself.'' But idealhousehold life means you have an honest means of livelihood,and then you minimize what you do for yourself and youtry to do good for others. Then you will be muh happier.Otherwise, if you don't have some satisfation from Krishnaonsiousness, you will think that the only way to be satisfiedis by inreasing your wealth and material opulene.Question: Could you please elaborate on the point of takingany offerings from the dependents, whereas at the same timethere was a statement that the brahmaari and the sannyasisshould beg to maintain their body and should not take up anyother means?It means that if somebody is a brahmaari or a sannyasi,he should not be gainfully employed by anybody. That is not



99Important Qualifiations for Counselorsbrahmaarya life. Brahmaarya life is one of dependene. Samewith sannyasa life. It means they don't do business. They don'tdo their own business and don't work for somebody else�get salaried. When it says that they should live by begging,it means that the brahmaari who lives in the asram of hisspiritual master goes out and he begs alms. But that is in astandard asram, aording to the Vedi system. He begs alms,but he gives everything to his guru. And he aepts whateveris provided. Maybe a brahmaari is not going out and begging,but if he is an atual brahmaari, he doesn't keep anything; hegives everything and he aepts whatever is given to him.Question: How to at in suh situations when people omeforward to serve and then ask for something in return?We have to beome so pure-hearted that their hearts willhange. It brings to mind the story of the thief who wantedto steal Krishna's jewels. He also presented himself as verysinerely serving. But all he was thinking about was how to getlose to this Krishna to steal His jewels. And what happened?His heart beame pure. We should beome so pure that evenif people are oming forward to serve with the desire to take,then we should deal with them in suh a way that their heartsbeome lean.Just like Dhruva Maharaja also served Krishna beause Hewanted something in return. But when he finally got theassoiation of Krishna, he said, ``What have I done? I amsuh a fool.'' He ondemned himself. ``I was oming simplyto take. But instead of Krishna's giving me what I wanted, Ihave got now the most valuable jewel.'' We have to representthis mood. We should not be of the same mentality: ``Oh youdon't give, you just want to take�I won't give.'' Vaisnavas



100 Setion Threeshould be prepared to give Krishna onsiousness to anbody.That is what we want to give in our temples. We may notbe able to give them something else, but if we give themKrishna onsiousness and never rejet them, their hearts anhange.Question: You have said that the ounselor system shouldbe built on something, and it should be the kind of relationshipswhen we trust eah other. But just to have respet is notenough. So besides respet, what does one need for havingtrustful relationships?Compassion. He has to are for the welfare of others. Hehas to be willing to make sarifies. He has to show that he iswilling to sarifie his own onvenienes for the sake of others.That is in the Eighth Canto of Srimad Bhagavatam: One whovoluntarily aepts austerities and inonvenienes for the sakeof others is onsidered to be performing the highest method ofworship to the Supreme Lord. This was spoken in relationshipto Lord Siva, when, for the sake of others, he drank the oeanof poison and held it in his throat. He is therefore desribedas a person who voluntarily aepted inonvenienes for thesake of others. That is what also needs to be seen�that thisperson is ready to make sarifies for the sake of others. Hehas to feel ompassion, and has to are for others. He shouldnot expet anything in return. One who serves in that wayan be trusted.The qualifiation for being a ounselor doesn't mean thatone is authorized to be a ounselor. Authorization is a smallpart of it. But to be a ounselor and to genuinely are forothers, means somebody atually has to be selfless and shelteredin Krishna onsiousness. Their apaity to give shelter to



101Important Qualifiations for Counselorsothers is somewhat self-manifested. Beause shelter is reallywhat we are talking about in being a ounselor. If we tryto do it simply in a formal way, just reating designations forpeople and reating artifiial relationships based upon externaldesignations, that doesn't reate shelter. It is temporary; itmay last for some time. But as people begin to grow inKrishna onsiousness, they need even more to sustain theirspiritual life than just simply designations. We get enoughdesignations in the material world without having to go toKrishna onsiousness to get more. The best designation forany devotee to adopt is to be a servant of vaishnavas. It is thesafest; it is the most exalted.We glorify Haridas Thakur in themahaprakasa lila beauseof his mood of servie to the devotees. When asked for abenedition from Lord Caitanya, he simply asked to alwaysbe in the assoiation of vaishnavas, and to be able to servevaishnavas and to aept the remnants of their foodstuffs.Then he approahed Lord Caitanya and he begged forgivenessfor being so proud to ask for suh a high benedition. He said,``I know I don't deserve suh a high benedition, so pleaseforgive me for my arrogane to ask for this.''He is suh a wonderful example among many other ex-emplary vaishnavas who teah us that the safest designationto adopt is to be the servant of a vaishnava. If the devoteesan internalize that realization and atually feel themselvesas servants to those who are dependent upon them, then itprovides shelter. But as I oftentimes emphasize, if you want togive shelter, you have to be sheltered.If somebody's mind is not sheltered and he is too disturbedand he thinks toomuh about his own problems, suh devoteesannot think of the welfare of others. Even sometimes he will



102 Setion Threeassume the position of taking are of the welfare of others,only to serve his own needs. And that doesn't work either.Really, we are talking about shelter.Question: How should we build our relations in the Vais-nava ommunity; beause there are so many devotees withdifferent levels of soial status and spiritual status, and some-times the spiritual level is not so obvious while soial is obvious?So how should we organize our relations in a proper way?Beause maybe we are senior devotees in omparison tosome others but it's not obvious to others that we are moresenior in a spiritual sense? Should we behave like a seniordevotee towards them or is it some upadhi (designation) fromour side that we onsider ourselves senior and should have justequal relationships?Devotees who serve as ounselors should be self-manifestand self-evident by dint of their own qualifiation to giveshelter. In order for other devotees to beome aware of thedevotees' apaity to give shelter to others, that devotee hasto be visible. He has to be visibly preahing; visibly helpingothers. If it is visible, then others an see your apaity to giveshelter to others. But to be visible doesn't neessarily meanthat you have to fore yourself in a publi view. Krishna willdo that and other devotees will do that for you. Beause it isquite natural for any devotee who is an example in Krishnaonsiousnes: senior devotees always want to put examples infront for other devotees to see.That is what Krishna does. Krishna an do all these thingsHimself, but He puts His devotees in the front for other peopleto see. Krishna ould have spoken about the holy name. LordCaitanya ould have spoken about the holy name Himself.



103Important Qualifiations for CounselorsBut He sat and listened to Haridas Thakur speak about theholy name.The same thingwithRamanandaRay. LordCaitanya askedRamananda Ray to speak. And Lord Caitanya listened. Heengages His devotees and puts them out to beome reognized.If we are atually senior and are atually Krishna onsious,then Krishna will make an arrangement for us to beomemorevisible to others.Of ourse sometimes the devotees are bhajananandis. Theysimply try to retreat to some plae and simply perform theirown bhajana and beome Krishna onsious themselves. EvenMadhavendra Puri, suh an exalted vaisnava, was not aept-ing disiples; he was just wandering about by himself. ButKrishna gave him popularity so that his example ould bereognized.The point is that if we are atually senior and Krishnaonsious, then we will be given opportunities to preah; wewill be given opportunities to be an example. And if we aeptthose opportunities in the mood of servie, we will see thoseopportunities will ontinue to inrease. That is all. We shouldalways aept those opportunities to preah in the mood ofservie. We should never want to put ourselves in a superiorposition over others. We should be embarrassed by beingasked to be put in that position. Therefore, we should protetourselves whenever we are asked to be put in that positionby always plaing ourselves before the vaisnavas and asking,``How an I serve you?'' If you have that attitude and youare Krishna onsious, you will have many people asking youquestions. Beause they know that ``this person doesn't wantto exploit me; he doesn't want to use me so that he an keephis big position.'' Sometimes people simply want to use others



104 Setion Threeso that the more people they preah to they think, ``Oh myposition inreases too. I have more people under me.'' Theywant to grow in their status of reognition and ontrol by thenumber of people they ontrol.Then devotees think, ``I don't want to work to inrease hisfalse ego. Why should I surrender to him?''You should be embarrassed by being put in the superiorposition. You should simply ultivate this servie attitude toothers, and then Krishna will put you in that position. Youwon't have to put yourself in that position.
∗ ∗ ∗

• They should demonstrate a good standard of sadhana,etiquette, behavior, and ommitment to serving the missionof Srila Prabhupada.
• They should be stably situated within their own asram.Question: In Chowpatty, the leaders invite devotees tohome morning programs to hant japa together, but as far as Iknow, in Russia and CIS this does not really happen. Is this animportant point that we should fous on?Counselors have the responsibility to provide shelter forother devotees. That responsibility is not something that anbe artifiially obtained. It is not a responsibility whih ouldbe immediately taken, simply beause one is appointed as aounselor.In a plae likeRadhaGopinathMandira, where RadhanathMaharaj is the GBC and spiritual master for pratially all thedevotees there, it is possible that he may appoint somebodyas a ounselor and then people will aept him beause theounselorwas appointed byRadhanathMaharaj. Butwe donotsee a similar situation here in Russia. We see a multipliity of



105Important Qualifiations for Counselorsleaders; there are many initiating spiritual masters; GBCs arenot as physially present as they are in Sri Sri RadhaGopinathMandir, at least not as frequently. Simply to appoint peopleas ounselors will not immediately provide shelter to all thedevotees. If people want to be effetive ounselors, they haveto first learn how to give shelter without being appointed,but rather on the higher order for disiples whih is to telleveryone about Krishna.In other words, they have to earn the respet of others bytheir own example. Earning the respet is really what thisis all about. You annot earn respet by the position. Youearn the respet by manifesting the qualities of a devotee.Without manifesting the qualities of a devotee, one annotbe a ounselor. It would just be a ounselor in name only,and that doesn't give shelter. Therefore, in order to earn therequired respet, one has to atually behave in suh a way thatothers an see. Others have to be able to see them hantingtheir rounds; others have to be able to see them performingtheir sadhana. Others will have to be able to see and hear thatthey understand and present the philosophy with realization.Others have to be able to see that this person is pratiallygiving shelter to somebody else. Even if it is just a small groupof devotees, one or two devotees; if you take are of even justone or two devotees, and others really feel sheltered, then theywill tell others about it too.In other words, you annot imitate being a ounselor. Ithas to be something genuine. Therefore, devotees have toorganize programs in their homes in suh a way that peopleare hanting together, hearing together, pratiing Krishnaonsiousness together, and people are learning from a seniordevotee. This is required.



106 Setion ThreeIt is beause of the diversity of the situation here thatmakes it more diffiult to organize. Things in Mosow arenot as developed as they are in Chowpatty. But they anbe developed�in a little different way. The point that Iam emphasizing now is that devotees really have to beomequalified in taking are of others. We organized the retreat inKiev as an impetus for devotees who perform the same servieas ounselors to ome together so they ould assoiate witheah other and get strength fromeah other's assoiation. Thatstrength is also very helpful and that is also a very importantpart of the ounselor system in the Radha Gopinath Mandir.The ounselors have very lose assoiation with eah otherand they give eah other strength. From that strength, they goout and share it with others who are younger than them andmore dependent upon them. When devotees start developingthis type of program amongst themselves, and then whenthey atually are giving shelter to others in a genuine way,then these people an be reognized and given the authorityto at in the apaity as ounselor, and then they an betaken for further training when we organize future retreats forounselors. But this is how it has to start right now. We havedisussed this inMosow; we have disussed it in Kiev; we havedisussed it in many other plaes�that now is the time fordevotees to start organizing a lot of programs, and to organizethem aording to the proper standards. There has to be aore of devotees who are very strit; who have a strit sadhana;who do not waste time in idle ativities; who are absorbed inKrishna onsiousness; and who are atually giving shelter toothers beause of their absorption in Krishna onsiousness.That was the example that was shown by Sridama andKisori, whom we invited from Chowpatty. The example



107Important Qualifiations for Counselorswas there for everybody to see. That here are two persons,a husband and a wife, whose lives are dediated towardspratiing Krishna onsiousness and teahing others at thesame time. They are householders, they have a small hild,he [the husband℄ works a full-time job, but still they take areof a hundred and forty nine ounselees together�the two ofthem. They are available to them. They are visiting theirounselees; they are having programs with their ounselees;they all eah and every one of their ounselees regularly.They don't have any other life. He has a job, and when he isnot working, he is hanting his rounds. He is having meetingsand programs with others, and she, although she has a oneyear old hild, she is also alling the other devotees, answeringtheir emails, ooking for programs. That is their life. Theydon't do anything else. They have ut out everything elseto their life: no television, no movies, no nonsense ativity.They have a taste for Krishna onsiousness, and beause theyhave a taste for Krishna onsiousness, they an give shelterto others. This kind of leadership is required. They are astable householder family. They are not really wealthy atall. They are happy to live simply. They don't ask for anymoney from anybody. They simply give without expetinganything in return. This kind of leadership is required. It isnot something that an be imitated. It is not that somebodyan be rubber-stamped as a leader if he doesn't represent thesequalities of leadership. These are the types of leaders we arelooking for. We want to train them even further so they angive shelter to other ounselors, and in this way everybody hasounselors.In the Radha Gopinath Mandir, even the ounselors haveounselors. Everybody has a ounselor. Beause they have



108 Setion Threeshelter, they an give shelter to others. This is the standardthat we want to try to develop. We don't expet that everybodyis really going to ome to this standard.In Ameria, instead of the army of ordinary soldiers, theyall in theMarines when they have something really importantand speial that needs to be done. When the Marines areenlisting new men, the slogan that they use is ``We are lookingfor a few good men.'' So we are looking for a few good men andwomen. We want to form the ``Marines'' of ounselors. Let'sget the system going so that the other ounselors an also beproperly trained in how to be ounselors.This means sadhana. Everybody has to have a visiblesadhana. To be visible, you have to invite people to your hometo hant with you, or you have to go to somebody else's hometo hant with them, and you have to do it regularly. Then itbeomes visible to others. Many householders ame to meetwith me in Mosow, and they said, ``How do we start?'' I said,``By starting.'' You have to simply begin. I am looking for someexemplary householders, beause householders an take areof men and women.Question: If there are no suh grhasthas as what you havejust desribed, does it mean we should not even start this kindof system?There should be suh grhasthas that I just desribed, andif not, then we have a long way to go. To ultivate suhgrhasthas starts by preahing about it. That is what I am doing.Everything starts with sound vibration. This whole osmimanifestation was built on sound vibration. Thus, it startswith preahing. So I am preahing about it, and I want to seethese kinds of householders manifest somewhere.



109Important Qualifiations for CounselorsQuestion: If devotees are still not ertain about whihasram they should be in, an they be ounselors?If they are not stable in an asram, they really should notbe ounselors. But it doesn't mean that anyone is being barredfrom preahing. You an still preah to others. You an preahunlimitedly. But when somebody is oming forward and needssome shelter, they should be direted towards a proper, stableounselor.Question: What if there are no suh persons in the ity?Sometimes if there are emergenies, we an bend the rulesa little bit. But I am not going to bend a lot. If I startbending, then everyone will start thinking, ``Well, we don'tneed exemplary householders.''Question: If there is some problem in our family, should wefirst solve this problem, and then ontinue our preahing?There are always going to be some problems in the family.But the point is you shouldn't hang out your dirty laundry onthe line for everybody to see. In other words, although theremaybe some problems, still it may be overome, beause atleast the proper relationship is there between a husband and awife. There are always going to be some problems. It is not thatwe an expet householder life to be free from all problems.Question: But if there is an emergeny in the family, shouldwe solve this and then ontinue to preah?Fire, debt, and disease�these are emergenies. Aordingto Chanakya Pandit, when there are fire, debt, and disease,then these things have to be taken are of. Prabhupada usedto quote that all the time. If it is a very short-term emergeny,



110 Setion Threethen you should just take are of it. Don't renoune yourduties to a person. If it is a very long-term emergeny, thenyou shouldn't keep somebody with false expetations, thinkingthat they an get shelter from you, but, in atuality, you aretoo muh preoupied with something else. Then you shouldbe forthoming and tell them that for some period of time youwill not be able to assist them.Question: Although a ounselor should be fixed in hisasram, sometimes there is still some shakiness for one in thegrhastha asram. So how an the ounselor system help thegrhasthas to beome stable?By having assoiation with a stable householder ouple.Stable householder ouples don't ome heaply. It takes alot of work. But when you have somebody who is a stablehouseholder already, then they have already done all thework, and they an share their realizations with others.Question: You said that the preahing in Nama Hattas orthese ounselor groups should be performed by householderouples. But my husband unfortunately is not a devotee. Heis not against my sadhana or my preahing, but I don't knowhow to use him.You need some shelter, too. If you have spiritual shelterfrom somebody loally, then under those irumstanes youan ertainly preah. You should preah and try to introduepeople to Krishna onsiousness. But if you are not properlysituated to give shelter to people whom you are preahing to,if you have some shelter, you an simply diret them to thatshelter. You an ontinue to preah, but we are talking aboutspiritual ounseling, that is the goal. Not just preahing. There



111Important Qualifiations for Counselorsare many aspets to preahing. One aspet of preahing is thatwe preah to help enlighten people to Krishna onsiousness.But we may also limit the responsibility that we take towardsthat person. For instane, unmarried devotees should nottake are of problems of married devotees. Just like, I ama sannyasi, and I really shouldn't take are of problems ofmarried devotees. I really don't. If somebody omes to me witha marriage problem, I say, ``Go to someone else, don't ome tome.'' If it is a spiritual issue, I will take are of it. But if it is amarital issue, somebody else will take are of it. In other words,there is a limit in responsibilities we take towards the peoplewe are giving shelter to. If you are not properly situated togive shelter to somebody, then at least you an diret them tosomebody who an give them shelter. Certainly, for a marriedouple, the best example is the best shelter.Just like if a married ouple omes with their problemto a person who is divored�not only divored but alsovery unsettled in their own status of life, their own mind isdisturbed, they are looking for a husband or they are lookingfor a wife. They are trying to preah but still, underneath it all,they are disturbed beause they don't have the shelter, theydon't have the grhastha asram. How an they give shelter?They an't under these irumstanes. They should knowwhattheir limits are in giving shelter to a partiular person. If theyannot give full shelter to somebody, they should diret themto somebody who an give shelter. The most important partof giving shelter is to teah by example. Householder ouplesare a good example. They are stable; they assist eah other inserving their spiritual master; they fulfill all their householdresponsibilities; they have steady sadhana; they have their ownprogram of Krishna onsiousness that they pratie everyday.



112 Setion ThreeThat is an example. Beause they show proper example, theyan help persons who need to see that example. To give realspiritual shelter, one has to be a proper example. It doesn'tmean you don't preah. Everyone an preah.Question: So, if I understood it properly, I should nothange anything, I should ontinue to preah.The only thing you should hange, as I was trying toexplain, is the degree that you give shelter to people who ometo your Nama Hatta program. If a married man omes to youwith a problem, you should diret him to somebody else. Ifan unmarried man omes to you with a problem, you shoulddiret them to somebody else. You understand? You have todisriminate. Our goal is to make sure that everybody whomhas somebody whom they an diret people to. Therefore weare trying to bring up the right standard. One of the primaryexamples of the right standard is no divore. Prabhupada says,``There is no suh thing as divore in Krishna onsiousness.''Meeting withNama Hatta Leaders,Mosow�Otober 26, 2003I was in Bombay in Otober, and I partiipated in aounselor meeting. By partiipating, I heard that they are alsostill having to work on different problems. It is not that theyhave ahieved perfetion. There are always problems, andthese problems will always need to be overome.In fat, one of the things that new devotees most oftenome to realize is that in the material world there are alwaysobstales. There are internal obstales, and there are externalobstales. Sometimes the internal obstales seem to be a lotmore overwhelming and diffiult to overome.



113Important Qualifiations for CounselorsFirst there is pride. That is a very diffiult internal obstale.Envy�very diffiult to overome. Lust�very diffiult. Theseare all different obstales. We all them anarthas. They areobstales on the path of devotional servie. But beause theseobstales exist within the heart, they also manifest externallywith relationships. Definitely when we have lust, envy, andpride, relationships don't funtion so smoothly. First, if wefeel envy towards others, how an things develop? You an'tthink of anyone's welfare if you are envious of them. It is verydiffiult also for a proud person to think of another's welfare,beause usually a proud person is thinking about how he anget respet or reognition. This is pratistha�the desire forrespet. Puja�the desire for worship. Kutinati�finding faultand dupliity. All the obstales within our heart manifestexternally when we have to relate with one another on apersonal basis. What to speak of lust? Krishna says it is theall-devouring sinful enemy of the material world. On the basisof this all-devouring sinful enemy of the material world, whathappens? It omes in ontat with the mode of passion, whihlater turns into anger.Prabhupada explains in Upadesamrta about virodha yuktakrodha�the anger that results from attahment. Espeiallyif we want to beome the ontroller; we don't want to besubmissive servants. ``I want equal opportunities.'' Theseare all different types of internal anarthas, whih affet ourrelationships externally.Devotees should respet their superiors, and be very happyto see superiors. They should relate with one another on afriendly basis, and not allow their pride to interfere with theirfriendly relationships. They are ompassionate upon thosewho are not on the same platform as they are.



114 Setion ThreeOne has to be able to make distintions between differentlevels of devotees. One of the obstales for making thesedistintions is pride. Beause we always want to put ourself ona superior level to others. That is the nature of pride. SrilaPrabhupada explains that when devotees of equal status ometogether with one another, they do not allow this pride tomanifest in their relationship. In fat, even amongst equals,one still looks at the other devotee as superior. Beause bylooking at the other devotee as superior, then you will atuallybe able to develop some of the good qualities that that devoteehas. Generally what happens amongst equals is that onedevotee will look at the other devotee as the superior, andthe other devotee will look bak at the other, ``No, you aresuperior.'' The other devotee will never take the superior role.He just glorifies the qualities of the other devotee.That is why Prabhupada said that even amongst equals thedevotee will not allow pride to interfere with these types ofexhanges. Even seeing somebody who is apparently equal asa superior will help us to have relationships with our equals.Usually if we think, ``Well, if he is equal to me, that meansI have equal weight. I an ontrol him, or her. We are equals.He shouldn't tell me what to do. I won't tell him what to doand everything will be very nie. We will stay out of eahother's way.''But what kind of relationship is that if we are equals�tostay out of eah other's way? ``I won't tell you what to do. Youdon't tell me what to do.'' But even amongst equals, if youapproah that devotee as the superior, then you ask, ``Please,an you tell me something? Help me to see something withinmyself,'' this will help to atually reate a very strong bond ofrelationships even amongst equals.



115Important Qualifiations for CounselorsOf ourse, if a devotee is atually in a superior position toanother devotee, he doesn't assume that superior position bysimply thinking, ``I am superior to him.'' A devotee tries tofeel himself to be a servant of everyone. But when anotherdevotee approahes us, and submits himself ompletely, fully,that ``You are superior, please give some instrution,'' and weatually give some instrution, and he takes it to heart; and byfaith he is able to disriminate, ``This person atually knowsmore than I do,'' then a very natural relationship begins tomanifest. One has to be able to make distintions.But to beome suessful, one has to give up personalambitions, give up pride, and one should beome free fromexpeting something in return. Thenature of a loving relation-ship is that you give something without expeting somethingin return. A senior devotee will give some instrution, but henever expets, ``Oh, I expet servie from this instrution.''He gives it out of affetion, out of love. He is atually thinkingof the welfare of the person he is instruting. This takeswork. It takes work internally, and it takes work externally.How do we work internally? The basi priniple that was setforward for anybody who is atually in a position of a ounseloris sadhana. Sadhana must be there. If you want to workinternally, then there must be sadhana. There is no internalwork without sadhana. Sadhana is our internal work. It is theholy name that�eto darpana marjanam�leanses the dustfrom the mirror of the heart. That is what the first prayer ofSiksastakam desribes�that the dust from the mirror of theheart is is our anarthas. All our oneptions of enjoyment arethe internal obstales.What is the differene between the bahirmukha sisya andantarmukha sisya? Thinking about his external ativities and



116 Setion Threetrying to projet himself in a partiular way, externally. This isbahirmukha, faing outwards. Antarmukha is faing inwards. Ifwe are always simply faing outwards, it means we are lakingsadhana. Sadhana is the effort to fae inwards, to look withinour own hearts, to see our own desires, anarthas, attahments,and to see how the manifestations of these desires are ``theobstales for my friendly relationships amongst devotees. Andultimately it is an obstale for me to be effetive in devotionalservie.''The first point was sadhana. Thus, ounselors must havesadhana, and they must do it visibly so others will not ritiize.And the others have to have faith. How an you have faith insomebody if you never see him hanting Hare Krishna? It isvery diffiult to have faith. You don't know if he is hantingHare Krishna or not. You don't see them assoiating withdevotees. Certainly for those who are ounselors, there areertain expetations of behavior that they must fulfill.That was the very first point that was emphasized inChowpatty. When they atually deided, ``Alright, let's try toapply priniples, and stik with it,'' the first one was sadhana.They got everyone in the asram stritly following sadhana.If somebody didn't want to follow sadhana, there was a littlepressure, ``No, you must follow sadhana.'' If somebody wasresistant, ``Well, maybe you shouldn't be here if you do notwant to follow sadhana.'' Beause the temple is for followingsadhana.Sadhanawas established asmost important. Sadhanameansgetting up early in the morning for mangala arotik, hantingjapa. That is what ounselors must follow. But those whoare not ounselors should also be following, beause they haveto be able to at least have a relationship with somebody who



117Important Qualifiations for Counselorsis stritly following. And they have to deal with their ownanarthas, to be submissive, to be able to see the good qualities,to be able to develop faith, to develop humility. All theessential qualities required for making progress in spirituallife. Humility is a very essential quality also. If there isno humility, it is very diffiult to make progress in spirituallife. Of ourse humility and pride don't go together. Aproud person is not humble. And a humble person is freefrom pride.These are ertain priniples, and they take a lot of hardwork. But if we have a little hope in the ideals, and if wetry to work on the external and the internal obstales, thenwhat we will gradually find is that ooperation beomes a littlebit easier. It is easier beause devotees are naturally inspiredto follow, beause relationships are based on the spiritualplatform.If the spiritual awareness is there, then to organize thingsbeomes relatively easier. Beause the inspiration is there.Inspiration doesn't ome frommanagement. Inspiration omesfrom sadhana: hearing and hanting. That is where inspirationomes from. If we are strit with the priniples�sadhanafirst�inspiration will ome, and ooperation will follow likea shadow. This is a voluntary movement. Nobody shouldbe getting paid. If there is no inspiration, how an wemake sarifies? Inspiration omes from sadhana. Beomingantarmukha sisya�somebody who atually wants to makeprogress in hanting Hare Krishna and leaning his heartfrom anarthas. That is the basi platform for ooperation.Then everything else is built on that platform.When we say hard work, we are not just talking about goingout and digging holes and lifting briks by the sweat of one's



118 Setion Threebrow. We are talking about hard work internally. It is hardbeause we still have false egos. We still have attahments forthe material world. But we should have one thing�sraddha.We should have faith in the goal. Without faith in the goal,nobody an work hard internally.Faith omes by assoiation. We have to take advantageto assoiate with devotees who are advaned, inrease ourfaith, and then work hard. This sadhana was the first pointthat Sridama said makes one exemplary. They showed a skitabout a husband and wife who were arguing. The husband wassaying, ``Why are you talking to me onstantly now? Can'tyou see I am hanting my japa?'' It was ten o'lok at nightand the wife was saying, ``Yes, but why are you hanting yourjapa at ten o'lok at night? You are always preahing to yourounselees, `You should hant your japa in the morning.''' Awhole argument ensued.Another point was management of a ounselor. There hasto be organization of the various shedules of the devotees.Question: In Kiev it was said that a devotee who was goingto be a ounselor should have a good sadhana, that he shouldhimself have shelter, have soial status, and stability. We seethat in our ommunity there are not many devotees who arequalified aording to this riteria. Are they disqualified to be aounselor, or should we lower the standards and then graduallyraise them? Or that devotee just shouldn't be a ounselor?We have been disussing this in other plaes. The mainobjetive right now is to find proper examples of devotees intheir partiular asram; to give attention to them; to properlytrain them, and give them proper instrutions. It is not thatthe thing to do right now is to simply stop everything that is



119Responsibilities of the Counselorsgoing on. But we have to find the right examples, and establishthem as the proper examples. Then we have to point to themif we are not properly situated to take are of somebody, eventhough we have been taking are of somebody.But now that there is an example, we have to bring themto the proper example. Then we have to admit, ``I am notthe right example.'' But without the right example, what goodwould it do to simply tell everybody to stop? We have toget the right example and the right standard, reognize thatit is the right example/standard, and say, ``Now I have to behonest with you.'' Be honest to the person whom you havebeen enouraging for however long it may be: ``I am now goingto tell you that you should go here.'' Then gradually thingswill start oming up to the right standard, beause at leasteverybody would know what the right standard is. Then theyan look at themselves and see, ``Well, I am still not at thatstandard yet.''Responsibilities of the Counselors
• Counselors should be a Krishna onsious friend andguide.
• They should be an elder spiritual brother or sister andshould take personal are of the devotees in their group.
• They should enourage and inspire their ounselees inKrishna onsiousness and monitor their progress.
• They should provide Krishna onsious training to theirounselees.
• They should not only ounsel their ounselees in spiri-tual matters, but also in personal and domesti matterswhenever neessary.



120 Setion Three
• They should look into the overall welfare of their oun-selees.(From ``Simple Steps for a Simple Temple'', a booklet based onthe talks of His Holiness Radhanath Swami.)The following series of exerpts and questions and an-swers, ompiled from various letures, elaborate upon theseresponsibilities of the ounselors.

∗ ∗ ∗

• Counselors should be aKrishna onsious friend and guide.
• They should enourage and inspire their ounselees inKrishna onsiousness and monitor their progress.
• They should provide Krishna onsious training to theirounselees.A ounselee annot relate with the ounselor if they onlysee a ounselor as someone who preahes to them. That wouldbe a very formal and weak relationship. Espeially if the onlytime they see a ounselor preahing is when they ome into theroom and a ounselor starts telling them what they are doingwrong. In order to develop faith in the ounselor, they atuallyhave to see the ounselor as a preaher who is atually takingare of others besides just themselves. That is what builds trust.It is quite possible that there an be some relationshipsbetween the ounselor and a ounselee where the ounselor isnot a big preaher. It is a general priniple that the ounselorsmust also be preahers, and they must atually have a apaityto inspire others by their preahing and by their example.Then devotees will naturally ome forward to take adviefrom them.You have to have ounselors of this apaity, who arepreahers and who are satisfied in preahing. If they are not



121Responsibilities of the Counselorssatisfied to preah and they just do it beause they are toldto do it, they annot really give shelter. They have to findsatisfation in preahing. Obviously, the ounselor also hasto be stable in his own situation. They should not alwaysbe worried about their material situation. It is very diffiultto give shelter to others if you are always worried aboutyourself. The ounselors should be very stable persons, and therelationship should be natural, not artifiial. I find that as soonas you try to fore the ounselor system, then people reallydon't take it by fore. Of ourse sometimes also devotees willjust aept the ounselor to use them when they have to geta reommendation for initiation. Unfortunately that existstoo. But then I give ertain instrutions to ounselors whohave ounselees like that and I tell them to tell the ounselee,``I am sorry, I really an't help you, beause it is not really ourrelationship. So I think you should find somebody else whoan really help you.''As far as the subjet for a disussion, I think it is verygood that you have the devotees who are ounselors, teahing.They an teah subjets like Vaisnava etiquette, guru anddisiple relationship, assoiation with Vaisnavas, and aboutthe holy name. Chanting the holy name is suh an integralpart of devotional servie. Devotees don't fully understand theinner onnetion, relationship with it. They should disusssubjets that refer to the Vaisnava qualities. Of ourse theyhave to be good examples themselves, otherwise they annotbe ounselors. They should know how to assoiate with alllevels of Vaisnavas. They should know how to assoiate withthose who are junior to them. They should know how toassoiate with those who are equal to them. They should knowhow to assoiate with those who are superior to them. They



122 Setion Threehave to teah by that example. That is very, very importantfor reating faith. We shouldn't just see that the ounselorsapproah others and just always assoiate with others as anauthority. The ounselees have to see how the ounselorsassoiate with eah other too.I know for myself, for instane, that my disiples write tome and tell me how muh faith it gives them when they seethe way I assoiate with my godbrothers. That should existon all levels. They should know how to assoiate with thosewho are equals also. And they should know how to assoiatewith those who are superior. And they have to teah by theirexample. That is a very, very important position, taking aposition of a ounselor. You are fored to be an example, notjust by reating an image of yourself.Sometimes people try to reate an image. Try to reatefaith by an image they reate. You atually have to havesubstane too, not just the image. Then people will trustyou. These are very basi things. Eah of these points an beexpanded on and expanded on. I have seen that in some asesit works very well, and in some plaes the ounselor system isvery formal and is not really fulfilling what is required.Also I am onvined that the ounselor system has to reateounselors who are not temple managers. It doesn't mean thatthey an't manage, but they have to know how to managein suh a way that they don't abuse their managing positionwhen ounseling the devotees. The managers have to trust theounselors even though they are not managers. There have tobe these kinds of harmonious relationships.I also have seen examples where the managers tried todesignate as ounselors only those devotees who are ompletelysubmissive to the management. You have to be areful of



123Responsibilities of the Counselorsthat too, beause then devotees who have some differenes ofopinionwon't trust the ounselors. It is good to have ounselorsalso who are not part of that management system, who areindependent thinkers, but stritly prinipled. EverythingI have said about examples, these priniples have to apply.Somehow trust has to be reated. All these things that wedesribed are just simply ways to reate trust so the devoteeswill be less formal in their ounselor relationships, beausewithout trust there is no meaning to the ounselor system. Itis simply a show.Question: A serious instrutor is one who is on the level ofmadhyama adhikari?Yes, but I am not expeting that everybody will be mad-hyama. One should try to ome to that platform by assoiatingwith devotees who are on that platform.One devotee asked me, ``There will be many people whowill not be ready to follow suh strit standards. So whatshould we do?'' I said that there needs to be two statuses ofprograms. There has to be one group of devotees who havestrit standards. Then there an be other groups who reahout to newer people, and when those newer people are ready tobeome more serious, then they should go into the groups withstriter standards. This way everything omes up. But if youdon't have this group with strit standards, then everythingjust stays, and nothing grows. We will get followers, but whereis the hange of heart? We don't judge the strength of ourmovement simply by the number of followers. That is not theriteria. We have to see that people are atually beomingserious about Krishna onsiousness. Unless they atually seethat there is something to move towards, then everything will



124 Setion Threejust stay on the low level. There will be no growth, and peoplewill beome stagnated, and they will be dissatisfied, beausethey don't know what to move towards.Question: In the ommentary of Sridhara Swami to theverse ye yatha mam prapadyante, he says that a preaher takesa risk when he preahes. So do our preahers risk anything bypreahing?There is always a risk in preahing. One should not takefoolish risks. There are foolish risks and there are non-foolishrisks. Prabhupada used to give an example that if one wantsto ath a big fish, one should ath the big fish withoutgetting wet.The risk that we are taking when we preah to neophytepeople is when we are not strong, and then we an get draggeddown. That is the risk. It shouldn't be a foolish risk. If weare not strong, we should get strong first. Srila Prabhupadaused to say, ``Physiian, heal thyself.'' You are going to takeare of so many others, but first heal yourself. If you are notstrong in Krishna onsiousness and you are trying to presentyourself as somebody who is strong and you take are of somany people, then that is a foolish risk. Better to get strongfirst. Strit sadhana, strit assoiation, hearing and hanting,keeping assoiation with others who are strit. Then withstrength, you an help others. But if you are weak, what anyou do? We should not take suh foolish risks.Question: If there are no strong leaders in our yatra, doesit mean we shouldn't take responsibility ourselves for otherpeople?No, it doesn't mean you shouldn't take responsibility forothers. It means that part of your responsibility is seeking out



125Responsibilities of the Counselorsthe assoiation of somebody who an give you strength. Thatis also your responsibility. If it is not there, then you have toseek it out.Question: Sometimes devotees approah the ounselor, buttheir motivation is to reeive initiation. And some devoteesadmit that this is their goal. How to deal with suh ases?Training. There has to be proper training. It takes time.There will always be people who will want that, but you andiminish it by proper training. I see mistakes on both sides.I see the mistakes of people who want the initiation by beingmotivated only to get the initiation. And I see the mistakes onthe part of the leaders who are manipulating the devotees whoare aspiring for initiation. They are trying to fore them to besomething that is against their nature just for some temporaryamount of time just so they an get the reommendation. Whyis there a problem there? Beause many times devotees seebad examples and they don't see the right examples, and theythink, ``They are telling me to be like this, but they are likethat.'' They see double standards. ``I have to be ompletelysurrendered, but look at their behavior.'' Then the only waythe devotees an try to get them to the right standard istrying to manipulate them. Sometimes they get so disturbed byauthorities that they try to go find someone who will reognizethem. It beomes the only thing in their mind, ``How an I getreognized so I an get the reommendation for initiation?Beause I have been so manipulated by the authorities.''Also there are people who are not at all humble and arenot qualified to be initiated. Those types of people don't likeit when they are told that they are not qualified. There arereasons on both sides. But there should be no exuse for



126 Setion Threethe leaders. The leaders should be areful to not manipulatedevotees for initiation. I see a tendeny here amongst thedevotees�and it is very disturbing�they will not give thereommendation for initiation, but they won't tell the personwhy and what they need to do to improve themselves. Theyjust say, ``No, you are not ready.'' Then the next year, ``No, youare not ready.'' Then the next year, ``No, you are not ready.''``I am doing everything else that the others are doing, whyam I not ready?''``No, you are not ready.''But they don't develop the kind of relationships withpeople to help them to understand what is it that they needto do to improve so that they are ready. That is what it meansto take are of somebody, to help somebody. It doesn't meanjust to tell them what they are doing wrong. It means to haveenough are for the person that you an onvine the personthat you are atually thinking of them, so that they will wantto try to improve. We shouldn't think that aring for a personmeans to simply tell them what to do, ``That is how I arefor you.''Or, ``Yes, you are a good person, and you do this servie, soI are for you.'' But then if he is having some diffiulty withhealth, ``Oh, I don't are for you.'' No, you have to develop thekind of relationships with people so they feel ared for. Thenif somebody feels ared for, you an tell them, ``Well, you aredoing this and you should try to improve in this area.'' If adevotee is sinerely endeavoring, it should be reognized. Whyjust keep on pushing a person down? If the devotee is sinerelyendeavoring to try to improve, it should be reognized andenouraged, so that he doesn't think, ``Authority is a personwho is simply pushing me down.''



127Responsibilities of the CounselorsHow long will you be able to keep authority with thosekinds of relationships with people? Authority is a person whobrings others up. That's authority. ``A person, who helps me,inspires me. And who is even willing to let me go past him.''And who will let one step on his head as he goes past him.That's authority. We want to see people ome up, not justkeep people down; keep them under ontrol.Question: Beause there are only a few ounselors, howshould we help newomers?The persons who lead those groups of newomers shouldintrodue them to ounselors. They have to show that theyare selfless, they don't expet anything in return from theirpreahing, they are not looking for prestige, and they are notlooking for profit. When a person in their group requires somemore formal training and shelter, they should be introduedto a ounselor. They should say, ``I am not qualified. I an givelasses, and give you some basi understanding, but the kindof shelter you are looking for�atually this person is morequalified than me.'' That is vartmapradarsaka.
∗ ∗ ∗

• They should be an elder spiritual brother or sister andshould take personal are of the devotees in their group.
• They should not only ounsel their ounselees in spiritualmatters, but also in personal and domestimatterswheneverneessary.
• They should look into the overall welfare of their ounselees.Question: Can we seek shelter in our equals? For example,if a person has some good qualities, an he be our shelter? Andin the assoiation of equals, an a leader be born?



128 Setion ThreeYes, definitely. A devotee out of his natural humility al-ways treats even someone who is his equal as his superior. Thenwhen you treat somebody, even thoughhemay be equal, as yoursuperior, you an atually beome a reeptale of their mery.Although, theywill not think themselves superior to you. Theywill just think, ``I just want to serve this person.'' And they willsay, ``Thank you for the opportunity to render some servie toyou. You have approahed me in this way, but I have no qual-ifiation. But if you see something in me that may be of somevalue, and if you think that it is valuable, then I should serveyou by giving you what you see of value.'' Then the naturalreiproation will begin amongst equals. These are vaisnavarelationships; not ompetition. If one always feels ompeti-tion, then one knows he is not on a very elevated platform. Heis simply kanistha, a materialisti devotee, who simply lives toompete with others. But to get off this platform means thatone has to appreiate the good qualities in others. When onesees good qualities, hewill want to try to get the benefit of thosequalities by serving others who have them. Then there will bestrong relationships. Then hewill get off the kanistha platform.Just like that story from Mahabharata of Duryodhana andYudhisthira Maharaja. Yudhisthira Maharaja ould not findanybody who was lower than himself and Duryodhana ouldnot find anybody better than himself. These are two differentextremes.Question: We theoretially know that we should see goodqualities in a person, but we may not atually realize it. Is thata good start?Yes, but then if we want to go beyond the theoreti-al platform, we have to take ation to ultivate that kind



129Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesof relationship. Trust is something that doesn't happenovernight. But you have to start somewhere.Question: If I am a ounselor for other devotees, shouldI tell them openly that I don't have the required qualities to bea ounselor? Should it be told to them that this is the standardand I am not up to that standard?No, when I am speaking here, I am not speaking to destroyeverything that is already established. It is not my intention.My intention is to try to establish what is the right standard,and then we have something to point to. So when thathappens, then instead of saying, ``I am not qualified to be aounselor,'' all you have to say is, ``He is more qualified thanme.'' It is two different things. Instead of saying, ``I am notqualified,'' you just point and say, ``No, but he is more qualifiedthan me. Why don't you bring this question to him?''Basi Training Priniples Given to Counselees
• Counselees should be ideal grhasthas by keeping Krishnain the enter.
• They should maintain proper devotional standards whileat home, in the kithen, and on the altar.
• They should be a proper wife, husband, or parent.
• Children reeiving ounseling should behave in aor-dane with the teahings of our sriptures.
• Counselees should balane eonomi and soial respon-sibilities with spiritual vows.
• Men should know the appropriate manner in whihto deal with their wives, the wives of other men, andunmarried women.



130 Setion Three
• Women should know the appropriate manner in whihto deal with brahmaaris, sannyasis, their husbands, andthe husbands of other women.
• Counselees should have a proper attitude toward theother asrams and understand the proper way for grha-sthas to deal with brahmaaris, sannyasis, and vanapra-sthas.
• Counselees should understand how to deal with familymembers who are not devotees.
• Counselees should know how to relate with materialistipeople.(From ``Simple Steps for a Simple Temple'', a booklet based onthe talks of His Holiness Radhanath Swami.)The following series of exerpts and questions and answers,ompiled from various letures, elaborate upon these basitraining priniples given to ounselees.

∗ ∗ ∗

• Men should know the appropriate manner in whih to dealwith their wives, the wives of other men, and unmarriedwomen.
• Women should know the appropriate manner in whih todeal with brahmaaris, sannyasis, their husbands, and thehusbands of other women.
• Counselees should have a proper attitude toward the otherasrams and understand the proper way for grhasthas todeal with brahmaaris, sannyasis, and vanaprasthas.Question: If a householder ouple needs support in theirlife and they approah a ounselor who is not a householder, isthat ok?



131Basi Training Priniples Given to CounseleesEverybody needs a ounselor. If somebody is a ounselortaking are of others, it doesn't mean that they don't have aounselor. Most single devotees require shelter from anotherdevotee. It is not that single devotees annot be ounselors, butthey also have to have ounselors. For the ommunity of thedevotees, the best ounselors are stable householder ouples,beause then relationships will be proper. Women should notbe giving guidane to men. Of ourse, if it is a married ouple,then it is ok under ertain irumstanes�if the wife is alwayspresent and if a woman is never meeting alone with a man. Soit an be aeptable. But I am not talking about this right now.I am talking about establishing ideal householder ounselors.That is where it starts. Then everything else omes down fromthere. I don't see any brahmaaris in this room. Beause thereare no brahmaaris, I am not speaking about ounselors forbrahmaaris. The only other standard if one is not a brahmaariis a householder. Now, there are unmarried women and thereare unmarried men. I am not telling everybody to get married.But I am saying that first proper shelter should be oming fromthe householders for the ommunity of the devotees. Thereshould be stable householders, who are in a stable asram, whodo not need wives, who do not need husbands, beause theyalready have them. That destroys everything�if you are notstable and you are in need, then it affets the relationships thatyou have with others, who are your so-alled dependents.Question: There are some people who are elderly; there isno use for them to build the family.Yes, so if it is a woman she an take are of women; if it isa man, he an take are of men. There are groups like that inRadha Gopinath Mandir.



132 Setion ThreeQuestion: So they are also part of this struture?Yes.Question: So most troubles are when they are young andunmarried, right?That is a problem, yes. Not even young. You don't have tobe young to want to marry.It starts from preahing, so that is what I am doing. I amnot barring anybody from being a ounselor. But it has tostart from the right platform. The right platform is that inthe ommunity there should be exemplary householders. Theman has the support of the wife; the wife has the supportof her husband. Finanially they are stable. They havewhatever is neessary to maintain themselves. They havehonest means of inome; they live simply; they do not ex-pet money from the people they take are of. Stabilityis something to build on. If you have a very stable foun-dation, you an put a lot of weight on it and build on it.But if you don't have a strong, stable foundation, no matterhow muh weight you put on top of it, eventually it will allrumble. There should be stable asrams for our ounselorsystem. That is the standard also in Radha Gopinath Mandir.Everybody is situated in a stable asram. They are eithermarried, or strit brahmaari, or they are elderly and retired.And simply men taking are of men; women taking are ofwomen.Question: But there are always people who are always insearh, no matter what their age may be. It is impossible foreveryone to be situated properly.Yes, therefore they need a ounselor.



133Basi Training Priniples Given to CounseleesQuestion: In our temple, matajis are not ative in preahingto people who are oming to our temple. And some brahmaarisand unmarried senior devotees from the ongregation ativelypreah to young matajis who ome to the temple. It is notproper, and leaders of the temple and senior devotees hastisethem for suh misbehavior. What to do about this? Shouldthe leaders of the temple be more strit on this point and askdevotees not to behave like this and to follow the etiquette orshould we be less strit beause we see that we have a lak ofexperiened preahers amongst the matajis? Should we let thedevotees preah to young matajis who ome?This point was definitely disussed in Kiev at the retreat.Pratially speaking, this was one of the main reasons whyI wanted a householder ouple to ome to Kiev to present thisretreat. That is why I did not want to dominate the retreat.I did not want a sannyasi or a brahmaari to dominate theretreat; I wanted it to be a householder ouple. Beauseanyone who has listened to those talks in Kiev should omeaway with an understanding that it is very important to establisha bonafide grhastha asram for the future of our movement. Ifdevotees are atually properly situated in their grhastha asram,their example an serve the ommunity of devotees in a very,very important way. The example of Sridama and Kisori isnot just simply one example from Radha-GopinathMandir. Inother words, it is not an exeptional ase. At Sri Sri Radha-GopinathMandir, many of the senior householder ouples arepreahing. They are preahing together. They are showinga proper example of how to live as householders together.And they are showing the example of how to have properrelationships between men and women. There was even a



134 Setion Threehallenge, in fear that this is part of an Indian ulture, and weannot expet things like this to happen everywhere. But thathallenge was answered by Sridama and Kisori both, who didnot agree with them at all.In fat I an tell you personally that Bombay is probablyone of the most degraded ities in the world. To offer thatis simply an exuse of not really wanting to stritly followthese priniples of relationships between men and women.I think I might as well take the opportunity, sine the questionhas been asked, to express my feelings about that. I am justtaking advantage of your question. I am going to tell you quitehonestly, and I am going to use a very strong word, that tobe very honest, sometimes I am disgusted by the way men andwomen assoiate. Not so muh in our movement, in general.Here in CIS ountries! It is a terrible example�espeiallyat festivals�the way I see men and women assoiating witheah other. I see brahmaaris in saffron loth sitting alonewith other women, speaking to them. The way I see frivolousbehavior between men and women. I have been waiting foran opportunity to speak out about it, but I wanted to starton a more positive platform. That is why I brought Sridamaand Kisori to Kiev. Before I started telling everybody whatis wrong, I wanted to show everybody what is right. Thatis why I wanted these CDs produed and distributed. AndI invited a hundred and fifty devotees. That is why I wantto ontinue to do it every year. That is why I have beenpreahing this point everywhere I have been going. BeauseI want to stop this disgusting behavior. I want to try to do it byintroduing something positive. By showing how householdersshould preah, and the proper example of how householdersshould preah, and how important it is for householders to



135Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleespreah. And how important it is for householders to beexamples. Beause without a setion of our soiety of genuinehouseholders, who are preahing and taking are of others,we are going to lose a very important aspet of our preahing.Not only that, but if the brahmaaris keep on doing this,or the unmarried men keep on taking are of preahing towomen in this way, then it is going to reate suh a badexample for our soiety that our soiety will only degrade moreand more.Even when people in India see the behavior of our devo-tees sometimes, they are shoked. In Mayapur for instane,different Gaudiya Maths see the way men and women minglein our soiety. In Bombay, anything goes, like we said. But ifyou go to plaes like the Holy Dham, like Vrndavan, and whenpeople see how men and women mingle, it destroys our redi-bility. In Vrndavan, people will not aept our soiety. Theyjust annot aept it, beause of what they see�the way menand women mingle, and how some unmarried women behavein Vrndavan. They don't have any protetion. Unmarriedwomen should be proteted. All women need to be proteted,but the proper protetion for them is not by the unmarriedmen. That is ridiulous. If an unmarried man takes are ofan unmarried woman, it is suh a bad example. Therefore, wehave to bring up the householders to be preahers and takeare of thewomen properly. Husband andwife together shouldbe taking are of women. And women should not be takingare of single men either. That is also wrong. Householdersshould be doing that.This is the point that I am trying to get aross, and that iswhy I wanted to start with this retreat in Kiev. But beausethe householders aren't doing this, then we see what happens:



136 Setion Threethe brahmaaris start preahing to the women, and then thewomen start oming to the temple and they get attahed tothe brahmaaris. Brahmaaris go off and make a woman a``devotee'', and then they get married to them.One important riterion for being a ounselor is that onemust be stable in their asram. That means a brahmaari shouldbe stable in the brahmaari asram and that they preah tomen. Certainly they an preah to women on the streets.I want that to be understandable. We are not fanatis. Wewill preah to women on the streets, we will enourage themto ome to the temple. As soon as they ome to the temple,there should always be somebody there to take are of them.There should be another woman or a married ouple. InRadha-Gopinath Mandir, as you have heard, even when it isa married ouple, it is the wife who takes are of the womenand the husband simply supports the wife. If a husband talksto the woman, even if he is married, he talks through the wife,or sometimes they will speak together. But a husband willnot even speak alone with a woman. It just doesn't happen.Beause of that, the atmosphere of the temple is very pure.But when everybody omes to the temple with all kinds ofmixed motives: ``Who is the newest girl to ome to the temple?How an I preah to her first?'' And then when a womanomes to the temple, and she starts thinking, ``Oh, who is theunmarried man?'' It pollutes the atmosphere. People's mindsget disturbed by it, although you might not even be onsiousof it, beause your mind is always disturbed anyway. Thereshould be a proper standard, and the proper standard is that aperson should be stably situated in his asram in order to be aounselor. If somebody is not properly situated in his asram,then they annot be an example. And if they annot be an



137Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesexample, then they shouldn't preah. Beause everybody willthink that the bad example is the right example.That is my opinion. I didn't want to speak about this sostrongly at first.Question: I was holding Nama Hattas with ladies. Andduring my preahing to these ladies, their husbands also beamemore interested. And when I was asking our regional seretaryif it is possible that their husbands also visit my Nama Hatta,he said that it is better to keep preahing to the ladies; that itis not good to also preah to prabhus (to men). So, is it possiblefor me to also preah to their husbands?We are gradually trying to make a transition in the rolesthat our spiritual ounselors are fulfilling as ounselors. Thetransition is that we are trying to establish the proper standardsin assoiation between the opposite sexes. Beause it is alwaysbest that ertain standards are followed�that brahmaarisshould not assoiate with women losely; unmarried womenshould not assoiate with men losely. The priniple is thateverybody should be properly sheltered aording to theirpartiular status of life. The very word asrammeans ``shelter.''There is a brahmaari asram, there is a grhastha asram, there isa vanaprastha asram, and there is a sannyasa asram. Eah oneof these asrams is a designation aording to one's partiularstatus: either single, married, or renouned. There are ertainrules whih govern eah asram. In order for it to be an asram,there has to be ertain rules that one has to follow.In other words, if there is a shelter, one has to feelproteted in that partiular asram. The protetion, of ourse,is from material desires. Prabhupada explains that assoiationbetween men and women is like fire and butter. If a woman



138 Setion Threeis not proteted, she will be like fire, and if a man is notproteted, then he will be like butter. That is just howmaterialnature works. Even though the persons who are involvedin partiular types of exhanges may not feel any emotionaldependeny, but still it will gradually arise. It is not proper fora man to be emotionally dependent on a woman. Espeially awoman who is not his wife. Neither is it proper for a womanto beome emotionally dependent upon a man who is not herhusband. Generally it leads to all kinds of spiritual and soialdisturbanes in the spiritual soiety. And pratially we see it.Certainly people will hange asram. That is expeted. Butwe are pratially seeing that that is the first stage or theseond stage. But then there is ``hanging wife,'' ``hanginghusband,'' whih is not part of the varnasrama soial system.But it is very pervasive, beause even in the grhastha asram,people don't know how to be properly sheltered. Changingasram is only a step, it seems, espeially in our soiety, tomore hanges. There is something wrong. What is wrong isthat fundamentally we don't really follow stritly enough thepriniples of intermingling between men and women. It isthere; it is in the sriptures. There is a reason for it. There is areason why Prabhupada emphasized it in so many plaes in hisbooks. If we don't follow it, we should expet there will be somany disturbanes.The point I want to make is that there is an effort beingmade to try to reverse this trend and to really try to get thedevotees who are taking a position as spiritual ounselor andleader to stay within the limits that they are supposed to stayin aording to their partiular asram.I will give you an example. Personally, when I ome tothese festivals, sometimes I beome very disturbed by seeing



139Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesthe way that single men and women intermingle with eahother, very freely or loosely. I also feel that that leads todifferent types of disturbanes. Sometimes I think that everytime there is a festival, there are two different dynamis goingon simultaneously. It is a time when everybody gathers tohear from saintly vaisnavas and to atually develop a spiritof renuniation, and then it is always being unbalaned bywhat takes plae in between programs. During the rest ofthe time everybody is mingling, assoiating, men and womentogether, frivolous, laughing, joking, walking hand in handwith somebody else's wife. Then I think that, well, yes, thefestival has two benefits: that a lot of devotees will get a lotof spiritual nourishment and ultivate renuniation, and a lotof brahmaaris and women will find spouses, or it will agitatesomebody who is already married. I am exaggerating a littlebit, but not that muh.Therefore, we are at least trying to establish a proper stan-dard of assoiation within the ulture of our soiety. Thestandard is that husband and wife together should take a posi-tion as spiritual ounselors, and that the husband speaksmostlyto the men and the wife speaks mostly to the women. Theyhave a stable marriage; they are satisfied in their relationship.Sometimes the two of them an sit together and speak to aperson of the opposite sex. This should be the standard forspiritual ounselors, for everyone who is not a brahmaari. Itshould be a household ouple. Then even thosewho are unmar-ried women an have household ouples as their ounselors.Having this kind of shelter an also ontribute to lesseningthe amount of divores, whih oftentimes also arise due toimpure assoiation between men and women, as I have alreadydesribed. They an also help the devotees who need to be



140 Setion Threemarried to get married properly in a marriage that will last. Itwill also protet those who are renouned, the brahmaaris orthe unmarried women, beause then they will not have to dealwith the opposite sex in a very lose and intimate way. Beausethey an send the people to those who are rightly situated totake are of them. This is the diretion we are trying to movetowards, but it annot happen overnight. It will take time insome plaes. The suggestion is not being made that we stopeverything�everybody just stop taking are of people if theyare not properly situated. No, the emphasis is to first estab-lish qualified householders as ounselors. Gradually, as thesequalified householders beome established as ounselors, thenpeople whom you should not be taking are of will graduallygravitate to the right people for are. With that understand-ing, I wouldn't neessarily answer your question, ``No, youshould not take are of them.'' But I would answer by sayingyou should know the diretion that the things should move in.A temple is supposed to have a very pure atmosphere. Butwe are still dealing with lust, envy, anger, greed. But thetemple is alled the asram. Asram omes from the word asraya,whih is shelter. So it is supposed to be a plae where onean atually find shelter from these tendenies that are therewithin the heart.They desribed how in the temple in Chowpatty, there arevery strit priniples about relationships between the oppositesexes. Sometimes at the temple they have a program in theevening just for the women. But in order to have a programthey need a mirophone, and there is a brahmaari who isin harge of the mirophone. So women will never evenapproah a brahmaari. It is never done. There is no talking.Again somebody may say, ``But that's Indian ulture. This is



141Basi Training Priniples Given to CounseleesUkraine. This is the West.'' But believe me, it may be Indianulture, but it is not in India.If you go to Bombay and you see what is happening there,you will wonder, how an anybody ever talk about Indianulture? It is very degraded. It is just a fat of life. Indianulture for the most part has been very muh lost there. Thereare some remnants. There are definitely remnants outside theities. In the ities there are some remnants too, but many ofIndia's ities are emulating the West. And they are doing avery good job at it.The point is that there are strit relations. If a woman evenwants a mirophone for a women's program, then she will goto a householder woman, who will go to her husband. He willgo to a brahmaari and get the mirophone. Then he will giveit to his wife, who will go to that woman.You may think, why so muh work to get the mirophone?It is very simple to just say, ``Prabhu, an you give me themirophone?'' But in that little exhange a lot of subtle thingsan take plae. Espeially if it is the same brahmaari whois always in harge of the mirophone, and it is the samewoman who is always asking for it. This is a priniple, and itis followed very stritly. There are also many other priniplesabout the assoiation of the opposite sex. The result is that theatmosphere is very peaeful. It is not an agitated atmosphere.When you go to Chowpatty temple, it is like that. Some peoplemay just feel it, but they annot explain why it is like this. Butit is these priniples that are funtioning in the bakgroundthat make it like this. There is no transgression of thesepriniples. But this takes work, internally and externally.Kisori was making the point that the reason why thesewomen are like that is beause everybody appreiates the



142 Setion Threevalue of renuniation. It is just aepted ompletely arossthe board. Not everybody is going to be renouned. Mostare not living a renouned life. But everybody appreiatessomebody who wants to be renouned and wants to live bythose priniples. So everybody is naturally inspired to do that.She gave an example that the brahmaaris are like hildren.They need to be proteted. The householders are supposedto protet the brahmaris so that they an be renouned. Ofourse, on the other side, the brahmaaris have to want tobe renouned. They have to want to live in suh a waythat they are not always looking for opportunities to assoiatewith women. Then that kind of renuniation is respeted�naturally respeted.Another priniple whih Sridama and Kisori mentionedto me is about how women dress. It is very important also�atleast in the temple and when you ome to the temple. Womenshould dress in a haste way. If you go to Chowpatty, youwill just never see women oming to the temple not dressedproperly. If they do, then they are probably just not devotees.But any devotee always dresses properly. Of ourse, there areno women living in the Chowpatty temple. But that is evenmore of a reason why those who are living in temples shoulddress properly.If the devotees are inspired to work on these obstalesinternally, then they will be happy to work on the obstalesexternally. If this is also an obstale, then it needs to beoverome. It is one of the priniples that is stritly followed.
∗ ∗ ∗

• Counselees should understand how to deal with familymembers who are not devotees.



143Basi Training Priniples Given to Counselees
• Counselees should know how to relate with materialistipeople.Question: If in a family, one person, either husband or wife,is ready to take up the role of ounselor and the other personis not so ready, what should be done? Should we first prepare ahusband or a wife or should we start with this system?At least one has to have support for the other. Onemay notbe so ative as a ounselor, but they have to be very ativelysupporting the person who is rendering servie as a ounselor.For instane, the husband may be a very ative ounselor, andthe wife may not be so fixed in Krishna onsiousness. But ifa husband needs to speak to a woman who needs shelter, thenthe wife will be supportive by always being present with herhusband whenever he is speaking to a woman. That has to bethere. That muh support should be there. A man should notmeet with another woman alone, even if he is married. Thewife is supporting her husband by being present every time thehusband speaks to a woman. That is one way she ould support.There are many other ways she should give support also.Pune YatraQuestion: What should one do when he finds himself in asituation where he is fored into the assoiation of unfavorablefamily members or other unfavorable irumstanes?Espeially those who are householders are fored to be indifferent situations where they have to assoiate with worldly-minded persons�sometimes even assoiate with those whoare antagonisti towards the priniples of bhakti. There isoften some kind of obligation, some soial reason that fores



144 Setion Threeone to regularly assoiate with suh persons. How to avoidbeing in the physial proximity of worldly minded persons andnot beome ontaminated? This is espeially a onern for asadhaka.Srila Bhaktivinode Thakur and Srila Prabhupada's instru-tions are speifially direted towards sadhakas, those who areatually engaged in the proess of sadhana bhakti. Bhaktivin-ode Thakur makes this referene in his Sri Bhaktyaloka: Ifa pratitioner or a sadhaka engages in prohibited assoiationthen gradually his attahment inreases. The more this at-tahment inreases the more his firm faith in the supremegoal diminishes. He is warning us, ``This is the onsequene ofunwholesome assoiation.'' Therefore, a sadhaka is somebodywho is always areful. Prabhupada often quoted the verse ofUpadeshamrita regarding how one has to abandon the assoi-ation of non-devotees. Prabhupada would also quote the verseasat sanga tyaga e vaishnava aar stri sangi eka asadhu krsnabhakta ara (C. Madhya 22.87). A devotee has to�asat sangatyaga�renoune the assoiation of asat, and he has to engagein sat sanga. Asat sanga tyaga e vaishnava aar�he has to giveup the assoiation of worldly-minded persons, those who areattahed to the opposite sex. He has to protet himself.A sadhaka has to be somebody who is disriminating. Thatis our proess of sadhana. We have to be able to disriminate.One of the priniples of surrender is to aept everythingfavorable for devotional servie and another priniple is torejet everything unfavorable. We have to disriminate whatis favorable and what is unfavorable. Sometimes it is diffiultto disriminate. We don't know. Sometimes we find ourselvesin situations where we think, ``I am fored to be here andI don't want to be here.'' Or, ``I'm fored to be with this person



145Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesand I don't want to be with this person.'' Or, ``I am fored todeal with this person I don't want to. But I am doing it. AmI doing something whih is ontrary to the priniples of bhaktiby ontinuing this assoiation?''There is unfavorable assoiation and, of ourse, there isfavorable assoiation. We should knowwhat is that assoiationwhih strengthens our faith in the proess of bhakti. Beausefaith goes through different stages, and we always have to seethat our faith is inreasing. The awakening of faith is like thebirth of a baby girl. A baby girl has to be proteted. A youngbaby girl, if it is subjeted to dangerous elements like hungeror thirst or severe heat and old or dangerous reatures, thenobviously that baby girl is going to be endangered. Thereare dangerous elements whih require that somebody has toprotet that baby girl. The baby girl also requires nourishment,strength, to grow properly, to flourish and to grow into ahealthy young woman. That nourishment is also given by theguardian or protetor. By this analogy, we also require theassoiation of those who guard our devotional reeper, thosewho will help us, nourish us, inrease and strengthen ourfaith. We have to disriminate what is good assoiation. ``Howdo I atually take advantage of that good assoiation? Andhow do I avoid unhealthy assoiation?'' whih BhaktivinodeThakur refers to as ``prohibited assoiation''. If a pratitioner,or sadhaka, engages in this prohibited assoiation, then whathappens? His attahment to the material world inreases.Certainly, we should understand that to the degree thatour attahment to the material world inreases, we lose ourfaith in the goal. That is what Bhaktivinode Thakur says:``The more attahment inreases, the more his firm faithin the supreme goal will diminish. He will lose his faith.



146 Setion Three`How an I go on? How an I ontinue to exeute bhaktiyoga?'''Elsewhere in Bhaktyaloka, Bhaktivinode Thakur expandson the point about patiene. He says that a devotee re-quires patiene in the exeution of sadhana bhakti�just likethe karmis, who want some goal of their ativities. Theywant to enjoy some fruit. The jnanis also want some goal.They want liberation. The bhaktas also want some goal: theywant Krishna's pleasure. That is the goal of their bhakti.Bhaktivinode Thakur says that sometimes we see that thosewho are engaged in the proess of sadhana bhakti lose theirfaith in the goal, and after prolonged sadhana, may give it up.He therefore says that patiene means that one has to have theonvition that ``I will go on serving Krishna and expet Hismery. Even if it takes one year, ten years, a hundred years, orin some future life, I will go on serving Krishna and not giveit up.'' This is patiene. One has to be this patient. But some-times we see that those who are engaged in sadhana bhakti losethis patiene. Either they lose their sight of what is the goal,or, if one is not areful, he loses his faith that he an possiblyahieve that goal. This faith is a very important element oringredient. One atually has to have faith that it is possible.It is desribed by Bhaktivinode Thakur that the adhikara,or the qualifiation for pure devotional servie, is sraddha,faith. Without that faith one doesn't have the adhikara. Hedoesn't have the eligibility for pure devotional servie. Faithmust be there. Faith means that we have to know what isthe goal and the means to ahieve it. Srila Prabhupada verylearly, in establishing the Krishna Consiousness Movement,said, right from the very beginning, what is the goal. He didn'thold anything bak. The goal is pure love of God. He said



147Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesthat any system of religion whih teahes its followers that thegoal is to love God is a genuine system of religion. We are alloming to the Krishna Consiousness Movement, oming intothe assoiation of devotees. What do we want to ahieve as aresult of our assoiation? We want love for Krishna. That isthe goal. Therefore, one the goal is established, then we haveto aept everything favorable for ahieving that goal. And wehave to be prepared to rejet anything whih is unfavorable.``The gardener must defend the reeper by fening it all aroundso that the powerful elephant of offenses may not enter. ''PURPORT While the bhakti reeper is growing, the devo-tee must protet it by fening it all around. The neophytedevotee must be proteted by being surrounded by puredevotees. In this way he will not give the maddened ele-phant a hane to uproot his bhakti reeper. When oneassoiates with nondevotees, the maddened elephant isset loose. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu has said, asat-sanga-tyaga,�ei vaisnava-aara [C. Madhya 22.87℄. The firstbusiness of a Vaisnava is to give up the ompany of non-devotees. A so-alled mature devotee, however, ommits agreat offense by giving up the ompany of pure devotees.The human being is a soial animal, and if one gives up thesoiety of pure devotees, he must assoiate with nondevo-tees (asat-sanga). By ontating nondevotees and engagingin nondevotional ativities, a so-alled mature devotee willfall vitim to the mad elephant offense. Whatever growthhas taken plae is quikly uprooted by suh an offense.One should therefore be very areful to defend the reeperby fening it in�that is, by following the regulative prin-iples and assoiating with pure devotees (C. Adi 19.157).



148 Setion ThreeIn this setion, Lord Caitanya is giving His instrutions toRupa Goswami, where He is desribing the birth of sraddha.How the seed of bhakti is planted within the heart. Then healso explains that the seed of bhakti, upon being planted, has tobe nourished. The nourishment takes plae by the proess ofhearing in the assoiation of devotees. Then he desribes thatone has to be very areful, and one this reeper takes root�the seed is planted and begins to grow�he has to protetit. He must protet that reeper so that it an grow into ahealthy state. He is speifially speaking about offene�themad elephant offene.We all know about hati mata, the mad elephant offene, oran offene ommitted towards a vaishnava. Here Prabhupadais saying that if one gives up assoiation of devotees andassoiates with asat sanga, with non-devotees, then a so-alledmature devotee ommits a great offene. He says that thehuman being is a soial animal. If he gives up a soiety ofpure devotees then what is he going to do? He is going tohave to assoiate with somebody. There is a saying: ``No manis an island unto himself.'' We by nature have to assoiate.We have to assoiate and strengthen our faith, inrease ourfaith in the power of the holy name, inrease our faith in theproess of devotional servie, and inrease our faith in thegoal. The goal of that assoiation, of sat sanga, is to developour love for Krishna. If one is not areful and develops anattahment for non-devotees, or if he develops an attahmentto assoiating with non-devotees, then, as we explained, thisattahment will inrease and our faith in the whole proessof devotional servie will derease. In proportion to our faith,we an advane properly in devotional servie. If we losefaith, then, as we said before, we give up the whole proess



149Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesof our sadhana. ``How an I go on? What is the goal? I amperforming sadhana but what am I getting? What benefit amI deriving?''Sometimes, if we are not areful, if we don't have veryhealthy assoiation with devotees, then non-devotee assoi-ation an begin to look attrative. Sometimes devotees willlook at non-devotees and will think, ``Well atually they arehappy! They have a real nie relationship. They love eahother; they are aring for eah other.'' If we don't have lovingrelationships with devotees, if we don't know what love isbetween devotees, and if we don't get it, then we are goingto start looking at non-devotees and say, ``That looks like loveto me!'' Bhaktivinode Thakur says that assoiation beginswhen there is some affetion, when there is some attrationfor just that.In Sri Bhaktyaloka, Bhaktivinode Thakur expands uponthis point of what is assoiation and what is not assoi-ation: What is assoiation and giving up assoiation? Manypeople have doubts about this. Doubts may be there,beause if just by oming lose to a materialist or ma-terial objet is onsidered assoiating with them, thenthere is no way to give up this assoiation. As long asthe material body is there, how an one give up theproximity of these things? How an a grhastha Vais-nava give up his family members? One annot give upthe assoiation of deeitful persons, even if they arerenuniates. One will have to ome aross materialistsin one's life, whether one is a grhastha or a renuni-ate. Therefore the limit for giving up the assoiation



150 Setion Threeof materialists is presribed in Sri Upadesamrta as fol-lows: dadati pratigrhnatiguhyam akhyati prhatibhunkte bhojayate aivasad-vidham priti-laksanam``Offering gifts in harity, aepting haritable gifts,revealing one's mind in onfidene, inquiring onfi-dentially, aepting prasadam and offering prasadamare the six symptoms of love shared by one devotee andanother.''O sadhakas! One must aept proximity with bothbad and good people as one passes his life. This equallyapplies to householders and renuniates. Proximitymust be there, nevertheless one should not engage inbad assoiation. Giving in harity, aepting harity,revealing one's mind, hearing one's mind, aeptingfoods, and giving foods�if done with love, these arealled sanga, or assoiation. Giving some foodstuffs to ahungry person and aepting some harity from a piousman is done out of duty, not out of love. Even if they arematerialists, this type of engagement is not onsideredassoiation. But if they are pure devotees, then suhativities are performed out of love. When ats areperformed out of love, then it is assoiation. Thereforegiving harity to pure Vaisnavas and aepting itemsor wealth from them beomes sat-sanga. Giving harityto a materialist or aepting harity from one, if doneout of love, beomes asat-sanga. When a materialistapproahes you, whatever is required to be done shouldbe done only out of duty.



151Basi Training Priniples Given to CounseleesOne should not speak onfidentially with a ma-terialist. Generally there is some love involved inonfidential speaking, therefore it is assoiation. Whilemeeting a materialisti friend, one should speak onlywhat is extremely neessary. At that time it is betternot to exhibit heartfelt love. But if that friend is aproper Vaisnava, then one should aept his assoia-tion by speaking to him with love. This type of behaviorwith relatives and friends reates no hostility. Thereis no assoiation in ordinary talk. One should behavewith ordinary people as one externally behaves with astranger while buying something in the market. Thesame dealings with a pure devotee of the Lord shouldbe done out of love. If one is obliged to feed hungrypeople, needy people, and teahers, he should do so asa host dutifully ares for his guest, there is no needto exhibit love. Care for them, but not out of love.One should feed pure Vaisnavas with love, and whenrequired aept the remnants given by them with love.If one an behave in this way while giving in harity,aepting harity, speaking onfidentially, hearing on-fidentially, feeding, and aepting food with one's wife,hildren, servants, maidservants, strangers, and who-ever else one meets, there will no unholy assoiation,only good assoiation. There is no hope of ahieving de-votion to Krishna until one gives up unholy assoiationin this way. (Sri Bhaktyaloka, Chapter 11, Sanga-tyaga)Sometimes when devotees hear this, they think, ``What doyou mean we are not supposed to love? I though Lord Cai-tanya's movement is meant for distributing love to everybody.



152 Setion ThreeNow we are being told, `No, withhold it. Don't love them.'Is this Mahaprabhu's movement? Or is some misoneptionslipping in here? What does it mean? What is BhaktivinodeThakur trying to tell us here in these statements?'' We haveto really arefully analyze and understand what he is saying.He talks about what is loving exhange, quoting the verseofUpadeshamrita: dadati pratigrhnati guhyam akhyati prhati.Giving prasad and aepting prasad, giving gifts and aeptinggifts, inquiring onfidentially, revealing one's mind in onfi-dene�these are exhanges of love between one devotee andanother. When done between devotees they are done withlove. But what is the symptom of loving exhanges? We shouldunderstand what is this love. Prabhupada in one ommentarysaid that ``in this world everybody says I have love�love forthis, love for that. Yes, I love this; I love her. Everyoneis talking about love, but what is this love?'' Then he said,``Love for dog; love for sex,''�Prabhupada atually said thatalso. He said, ``But real love means love for Krishna.'' He said,``Everybody is using this word `love' but we have to understandwhat is real love.''Srila Rupa Goswami gives us the riteria of what is love(BRS 1.1.11):. anyabhilasita-sunyamjnana-karmady-anavrtamanukulyena krsnanu-silanam bhaktir uttamaWhen devotional servie is rendered favorably with the exlu-sive aim of satisfying Krishna, free from the desire of materialprofit or gain through karma�fruitive ativities or philo-sophial speulation�then that is onsidered to be love�pure bhakti. Srila Rupa Goswami gives us the most important



153Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesriteria: krsnanu-silanam. Love means that you simply wantto please the objet of your servie, your beloved. Your ex-lusive aim is to simply satisfy them by servie. What is theseondary harateristi? There is the svarupa laksana, whihis krsnanu-silanam, serving Krishna favorably. The seondaryharateristi is anyabhilasita-sunyam, whih means ``I don'twant anything in return.'' There is no motive, there is noagenda. ``I am giving something to you without any expeta-tion of something in return.'' That is onsidered the seondaryharateristi, but even in Bhagavad Gita, Krishna says thatto give in harity without expetation of something in returnis an ativity in the mode of goodness. In the mode of good-ness one does not expet anything in return. It is ertainlynot the exlusive riteria of love to not expet something inreturn. It is the tatastha laksana, the seondary harateristi.It is an important harateristi. Otherwise why would RupaGoswami give it in his explanation of what is pure devotion,what is pure love? Obviously, it is very important, but it isnot the most important. It is seondary. The most importantharateristi of love is that you want to please Krishna. Or,``By serving this person, by pleasing this person, I am pleasingKrishna. Otherwise, why do I want to serve this person if I amnot pleasing Krishna?''Just like that example in Caitanya Caritamrita of thestory of Sakshi Gopal and the two brahmanas. The youngerbrahmana was serving the elder brahmana. He says, ``I serveyou beause by serving you I know that Krishna satisfied. Andwhen Krishna is satisfied then my devotion is nourished.'' Heertainly wasn't serving expeting something in return. Hewasn't thinking, ``I am serving this brahmana beause I knowhe has a very beautiful daughter.'' He says, ``I am serving



154 Setion Threeyou beause by serving you I am pleasing Krishna. ThereforeI want to serve. I want to please you.'' He underwent all kindsof personal inonvenienes simply to satisfy this brahmana.Of ourse, the elder brahmanawas grateful for that servie.He said, ``I want to give something in return.'' But we shouldunderstand that in the nature of loving exhanges, the realloving exhange means that when something is offered out oflove, then the person aepts it. That is the fulfillment of thatreiproal exhange. It is not that a person is bound to givesomething bak. It is not that he thinks, ``Oh, I have to givehim something.'' No, he is offering it out of love.Krishna says in the Bhagavad Gita, ``If one offers me a leaf,a flower, fruit or water with love and devotion, I aept it.''Why? Beause if it is offered out of love, then the perfetionthe person who is making the offering wants is for the personto aept it and be pleased with it.vande sri-krsna-aitanyambhaktanugraha-kataramyena kenapi santustambhakta-dattena sraddhaya``Let me offer my respetful obeisanes unto Lord Sri CaitanyaMahaprabhu, who is always pleased to aept anything givenwith faith and love by His devotees and is always ready tobestow mery upon them.'' (C. Antya 10.1).Anything that is offered with love He wants to take, andHe is always ready to bestow His mery. Lord Caitanya isalways eager to aept. Even in the example of ShuklambaraBrahmaari, He was eager to aept the broken grains of riefrom him, so eager to aept it that He even wouldn't wait for



155Basi Training Priniples Given to CounseleesShuklambara to offer it. He wanted it from his hands. He is soeager to have something from His devotee. He wants to takesomething, and for the devotee that is perfetion. Krishna hasaepted.After prolonged sadhana, what is the fruit the devoteewants? The fruit is that Krishna will aept. He is pleased. Hehas aepted it. He won't aept from His non-devotees. He isnot inlined. He is very inlined to aept from the hands ofHis devotees.In the Srimad Bhagavatam there is a verse: ``The SupremeLord is very dear to those devotees who have no materialpossessions but who are fully satisfied possessing only devo-tional servie to Krishna.'' Indeed the Supreme Lord relishesthe ativities of suh devotees. Those who are proud of theirprosperity, proud of their position, proud of their heritage,family, generally they are puffed up by possessing suh things,and they will often deride devotees of the Lord. Even if suhpersons offer the Lord worship, the Lord will never aept. Heis inlined to aept that whih is given fromHis devotees. Forthe devotee who has no other desire than to give somethingto the Lord, this is loving exhange. This is pure love. Thedevotee is giving and Krishna is aepting.In relationship with the Supreme Lord, we see that thisis the harateristi of loving exhanges. The Lord is verymuh inlined to aept something when it is offered withlove, with an exlusive desire to please Him. Then the Lordwill aept�even a small, or what may appear to be aninsignifiant offering. It is not the quantity by whih one ansatisfy the Supreme Lord.Srila Vrindavan das Thakur gives the example in the storyof Kolavea Sridhar. He says that the materialists or the



156 Setion Threemillionaires annot understand. They have so muh wealth.How is it that Lord Caitanya was so eager to simply aeptthese banana leaf ups and plates from Sridhar? For them itis very diffiult to understand, beause even though one mayhave so muh wealth, he annot get the Lord to aept simplyby his wealth. The Lord is inlined to see the love.Prahlada Maharaja explains in the Bhagavatam, when heis speaking to his friends, ``My dear friends, O sons of demons,you an't please the Supreme Personality of Godhead, evenif you beome an expert brahmana advaned in etiquetteor vast learning. Nor by austerities, nor by hastity, norby sarifies, nor by aepting vows�none of these thingsare qualifiations for getting the Lord's pleasure. The Lordis pleased only when one has unflinhing devotion to Him.Without sinere devotion, everything else is simply a show.''PrahladaMaharaja is telling this to his five-year-old lassmates.He's explaining this to them. He is giving them sanga. Suhhighly elevated vaishnavas give sanga. They are very kind,very ompassionate. Uttama bhaktas�they an freely give toanyone, even to hardore demons.PrahladaMaharajawas saying, ``My friends, sons of demons,you an't please the Lord even if you beome expert in all ofthese things.'' The Lord takes notie when there is love. Thatis what He sees. It is not some big show that attrats theattention of the Lord, it is the intention, the attitude. Krishnais known as bhava grahi.A person may offer some prayer to theLord, om visnaya namah, om visnave namah�an uneduatedperson says om visnaya namah, and the brahmana says omvisnave namah. They may offer their prayers, but the Lord isbhava grahi janardana. He understands what is the attitude inthe offering. Therefore both will be aepted if the attitude is



157Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesto please the Lord. It is not one's external behavior. That isnot the riteria of being able to apture the Lord's attentionand to please Him�the external fanfare or whatever we maytry to do to apture the Lord's attention. We may beome verypowerful, we may beome very wealthy, but Krishna doesn'tlook at these things. Why would Krishna be interested inpower or wealth or fame when He is Bhagavan, possessor ofall these opulenes in full? How ould they possibly attratHis attention? Krishna is bhava grahi, whih means that whatHe is looking at is that there is some love. That is whatKrishna feels bound to. He an't turn away from love; thatis how powerful love is. His attention will always be fousedon anybody who offers Him something with love. Certainly,He will reiproate fully with that offering. He is the greatestlover, and He knows how to reiproate dealings of love betterthan anyone else.The gopis ask Krishna, ``Please tell us what kind of loverare you? In loving dealings between one lover and another,we have understood there are three types: One simply aepts.Another one will reiproate but will give even if the personats in a ontrary way. The third neither ats ontrarily, nordoes he reiproate favorably or return favorably. Whih doyou prefer? Whih do You onsider honest?''Krishna responded that in loving dealings, the first type,the person who simply gives in proportion to what he gets, isa merhant. There is no love. Somebody gives something tohim; he thinks, ``Well I'll give something bak so he'll givesomething bak to me again.'' He is a merhant, that is all.He said this is not the highest type of lover; this is not aloving exhange. He says the seond is like a parent. Aparent will love the hild even if a hild ats in a ontrary



158 Setion Threeway. Sometimes the hild is just ungrateful. They may at in aontrary way, but the mother is always ready to aept, alwaysready to do whatever she an. This is the losest thing to reallove. The third ategory is one who neither returns favorablynor does he at ontrarily. This is further broken down intotwo ategories. The first is somebody who is atmarama, self-satisfied. You give him, but he doesn't need. The seond issomebody who is ungrateful. An ungrateful person is just likea hild towards the parent: the parent may do so muh forthe hild but the hild would be ungrateful. He also givesthe example of a guru-druha. The parent or the spiritualmaster may give so muh to the disiple, but the disiple willbe ungrateful for what the spiritual master is giving. In thisway it is explained that Krishna was indiretly indiating thatalthoughHe is self-satisfied and doesn't need anything, still Heis never ungrateful. In loving exhanges, whenever anybodyoffers something to the Lord with love and devotion, He isalways grateful for that. His nature is that He is very eager toaept from a devotee who offers with love.Love means a devotee wants to please the Lord. Hedoesn't want anything bak in return. He is not interestedin karma; he is not interested in jnana. He has no otheragenda. He is not thinking, ``I am worshiping the Lord inorder to obtain something, some material boon, some materialbenedition.'' Prahlada Maharaja said that. When LordNrisimhadeva wanted to give him a benedition, He askedPrahlada, ``Please let me give.'' Prahlada said, ``Don't temptme. Don't You know I was born in a demonia family. I amnot a merhant; please don't tempt me like this. I am notserving You for this purpose, so why are You trying to temptme by offering me something. Please, the only designations



159Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesthat we should have is that You be my master and let me beYour servant. I want nothing else exept this.'' Of ourse,Prahlada Maharaja was showing that in loving exhanges thedevotee never expets anything in return from the Lord.Of ourse, he expets His mery. But how that mery willome is sometimes not so easy to digest. Sometimes we have atendeny when something really good happens to immediatelyategorize it, ``This is Krishna's mery.'' But when somethingunpleasant happens. . . One devotee, when he made a foolishmistake, said to Prabhupada, ``Prabhupada, this is Krishna'smery.'' And Prabhupada said, ``No, this is not Krishna'smery, it's your stupidity.''Sometimes we may ategorize something that looks goodas Krishna's mery. But if something bad happens, then,``Why did Krishna do this to me?'' Sometimes it is not soeasy to see it as Krishna's mery. We have to be very areful.Certainly Krishna will reiproate. He will give His mery.Lord Caitanya is very inlined to aept from the hands of Hisdevotees something whih is offered with faith and love. Heis immediately ready to aept it from His devotee, and He isalways inlined to reiproate by bestowing His mery uponthem. How He bestows His mery�we have to be preparedfor however He will give it. We have to be very areful not tojust simply ategorize something as mery if it is immediatelygratifying to our senses or our mind. We have to understandthat the Lord's pleasure is atually what we are aspiring for,and if the Lord is pleased to bestow His mery in this way,then ``I'll aept it as His mery.''Prabhupada said, yasyahamanugrhnami harisye tad-dhanamsanaih (SB 10.88.8). He said that about himself. ``The Lordwas partiularly very meriful to me.'' When He is partiularly



160 Setion Threemeriful towards somebody, what does He do? He may takeeverything away. Someone may say, ``Hey, wait a minute, I amnot ready for that yet. Be meriful!'' The Lord knows howto bestow His mery upon His devotee. Therefore, we haveto be prepared for however He will reiproate some lovingexhange. Therefore, devotional servie, whih is rendered inthis way is devotional servie rendered favorably. The onlyriteria is, ``Krishna, You an bestow Your mery upon mein whatever way You see fit. You an handle me roughly byYour embrae. You an make me broken-hearted by not beingpresent before me. You are ompletely free to do anything andeverything, but I'll still serve You.''Prabhupada would often times quote the verse (SB 10.14.8):tat te 'nukampam susamiksamanobhunjana evatma-krtam vipakamhrd-vag-vapurbhir vidadhan namas tejiveta yo mukti-pade sa daya-bhak``My dear Lord, one who earnestly waits for You to bestow Yourauseless mery upon him, all the while patiently suffering thereations of his past misdeeds and offering You respetfulobeisanes with his heart, words and body, is surely eligible forliberation, for it has beome his rightful laim.'' He goes on, heaepts, ``Yes, whatever diffiulties omemyway, they've omemy way beause of what I've done in the past. I am reaping.''We should understand, ``If I am undergoing some diffiulty,or some inonveniene, I am not going to blame Krishna.That's His mery. He is simply giving.''Prabhupada would say so many times in referene to thisverse that Krishna is being so kind to His devotee that He



161Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleeshas minimized that whih the devotee should have gotten andis giving simply some token. And the devotee is gratefullyaepting whatever He is giving. Of ourse sometimes we mayhear this theoretially, philosophially, but when one is faedwith adversities, its appliation is not always easiest to apply.But at least we should look at the examples. We should holdon dearly to the examples whih are given in Bhagavatam, andwe should see how meriful the Lord is to those devotees whodo think that way. That is what faith means. That is whatsraddha is. Sraddha means having faith ``that when I hear ithappens to the pure devotees and I hear how it happens inSrimad Bhagavatam, I have faith that that's how the Lordworks.'' That is a devotee. That is what separates a devoteefrom the jnani and the karmi. A devotee has awakened hisfaith. Lord Krishna desribes the harateristis of a devotee:``He's awakened his faith in hearing My pastimes, My dealingswith My devotees. Knowing that all sense gratifiation leadsto suffering, being disgusted with material ativities but stillnot being able to fully give up sense enjoyment, My devoteeshould remain happy and he should ontinue to worship Mewith faith and devotion. Even though My devotee knows thatsense enjoyment leads to suffering, he will sinerely repent forwhatever sense gratifiation he engages in.''The point is that the devotee is one who has awakenedhis faith. He sees how the Lord deals with His devotees.Similarly, Mukunda showed the Lord how muh faith he hadin His words that he would be able to see the Lord after tenmillion births. The Lord, of ourse, is very naturally inlinedto reiproate suh faith, and said ``OK, all Mukunda now.''Ten million births redued to a few moments. ``How ouldI ever forget somebody like you, Mukunda? I an never forget.



162 Setion ThreeHow ould I ever give up your assoiation?'' Similarly, He saidto Srivas Thakur, ``How an I ever give up the assoiation ofone who does not even know the loss of his own son? He isonly thinking of my pleasure.'' Srivas Thakur lost his son inthe middle of the kirtan, and when all his relatives and familymembers were standing by and lamenting the loss of his son,he ame and saw what was happening and said, ``Don't youlet this out of this room. If you disturb Mahaprabhu's estasyin kirtan I'll tie a rope around my nek and I'll drown myselfin the Ganga. Now simply keep it within.'' He was onlyonerned with the Lord's estasy, the Lord's pleasure, and theLord said, ``O Srivas, how an I ever give up somebody whodoesn't even know the loss of his own son?'' The Lord annever give up suh a person who only thinks of His pleasure.Lord Caitanya and Lord Nityananda then beame his sons.This is His nature and how the Lord deals withHis devotee.One who atually has suh strong faith, even though theremaybe great upheavals in one's life an remember these examplesof theBhagavatam. Take shelter in them. By remembering andtaking shelter, we an learn to look at things within our ownlife and be prepared to aept all kinds of inonvenienes. Ouronly onern is, ``In this situation, how an I go on serving theLord?'' That is sraddha, faith.Of ourse, the Lord says, ``Go on serving by hearing Myglories.'' The most powerful, purifying proess of renderingdevotional servie is hearing the pastimes of the Supreme Lordin the assoiation of devotees of the Lord. It prepares us forahieving the perfetion of this life, whih is what we shouldbe looking for�ante narayana-smrtih�as desribed in theBhagavatam. The highest perfetion that one an ahieve, byperfet exeution of his presribed duties or by liberation from



163Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesmatter, is ante narayana-smrtih, to remember the SupremeLord at the time of giving up this body. This is what wewant to ahieve. Therefore, we always have to be dependentupon the Lord in all irumstanes and aept His mery inwhatever way He distributes it to us. In this way we anremember Him.These are the nature of loving exhanges when the Lordsays, ``I will never forget. I'll never forget suh a devotee.'' Hetold Arjuna, ``You delare, Arjuna, that My devotee is nevervanquished. If I say it, everybody may not aept. But if you sayit, everyone will have to aept. Beause you are My devotee.If you make a statement, ertainly I'll uphold the statement ofMy devotee.'' The Lord always protets. He protets the vowsof His devotees, He protets the desires of His devotees, andHe protets the heart of His devotee.nehabhikrama-naso 'stipratyavayo na vidyatesv-alpam apy asya dharmasyatrayate mahato bhayat``In this endeavour there is never any loss or diminution andeven a little advanement on this path will protet one fromthe most dangerous type of fear.'' (Bg. 2.40). It is the path ofbhakti, devotional servie. We should always be seeking theprotetion of the Lord. One who sees the Lord's partiipationin his life, who sees His kindness and His mery�howeverit will manifest�will always be proteted by the Lord. TheLord gives His assurane. This is faith. Therefore, in lovingdealings, the Lord is always inlined to bestow His meryupon that devotee who is always anxious to please Him. That



164 Setion Threebestowal of mery upon a devotee, we have to be prepared toaept in whatever way, shape or form the Lord will give it tous. That is how the Lord reiproates our loving servie.These are the nature of loving exhanges with the Lord.But now of ourse we are talking about the nature of lovingexhanges between devotees. But still, the riteria is the same.It is not that love is different, that there is one love for theLord and there is another type of love for devotees of the Lord.No, when we love the devotees of the Lord and we want toserve and please the devotees of the Lord, our mentality shouldbe that by serving this devotee and not expeting anything inreturn, we are atually satisfying the Lord. This is our way toplease the Lord. The Lord desribes that this is the nature ofloving exhanges between devotees.In the assoiation of Vaishnavas we should atually ulti-vate these kinds of loving exhanges.Bhaktivinode Thakur says that when a Vaisnava omes toyour home, you should aept him, feed him, serve him, andlook for ways to please him and satisfy him. By satisfying adevotee, we are satisfying the Lord. The devotee will humblyaept, although feeling himself unworthy of suh servie andnot expeting suh servie, he will aept the graious loveand offering being performed by the host and aept it asan offering of love. The same with giving gifts. We givesomething to a devotee beause we want to please them, wewant to satisfy them. Sometimes we may even give that whihmay be most valuable to ourselves. But beause we want togive, we will give the most valuable possession we have, and wewill give it to someone we love, beause they are so dear to us.That is what Krishna does. Krishna gives His most valuablepossession to His devotee. He gives His heart. There is nothing



165Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleeselse of any greater value. When a devotee gives his heart toKrishna, Krishna says I am going to give my heart bakto him�that's the only thing he wants. He doesn't wantanything else. So He gives His heart.Sometimes in loving exhanges between devotees we maygive something that is very valuable. Unholy assoiationmeans those who are materialisti persons, espeially atheists,those who are envious and antagonisti towards the prinipleof bhakti. We have to be very areful. We have to be reservedand not exhibit love. If you exhibit love, they don't know whatlove is.Prabhupada also warns that beause we are still sadhakas,we have to protet our reeper. We have to be very areful.We should not try to imitate the uttama adhikari. Prabhupadatalks about this in the Isopanisad. He said that we should bevery areful not to imitate the uttama adhikari who really hasa perfet understanding of universal brotherhood. Beause heis ompletely free from all bodily identifiation, he is able tounderstand the position of the Lord, of the Supersoul, and ofthe living entity�he sees everything learly. ``One who seesall living entities as spiritual sparks, in quality one with theLord, is a true knower of things. What then an be illusion oranxiety for him?'' He sees everything learly. He has spiritualvision. Suh persons should not be imitated. We should bevery areful by not imitating those who an atually deliverthose who are otherwise worthy of being negleted.Sometimes we see that even the offenders or those whoare worthy of being negleted may be delivered by the meryof a very powerful Vaishnava. But we should be very arefulas sadhakas to protet ourselves, being areful not to revealour mind too onfidentially, attempting to experiene a loving



166 Setion Threeexhange. But the objet of suh so-alled love doesn't knowthe meaning of love. He is just aepting and then he wants togive something in return to get something bak one again. Wehave to be very areful of that kind of entangling relationshipwe will have with suh persons. Instead we should deal withthem out of duty. There is a verse in the seventh Cantoof Bhagavatam where Narada Muni is teahing about idealhousehold life. If there is a request from the wife or otherfamily members, ``Oh, you should do this,'' then he said thatexternally the householder should agree, ``Yes,'' but within hisheart he should always be very areful to not aept somethingwhih will make his life too umbersome and will ause him toforget the goal of life.Out of duty we say, ``Yes, I agree.'' Sounds like dupliity ordeeit. But atually, no, it is proteting. If somebody is makinga demand that we know is going to be very, very diffiult,dutifully we an do it. We perform it as a matter of duty, butwe have to be very areful how we will allow ourselves to getentangled in that ommitment or obligation so that we don'tforget the goal of life.Bhaktivinode Thakur is speifially speaking about badassoiation in relationship to family. Bhaktivinode Thakur istelling us how to live with them. Out of duty you do this!But reserve your love. This is how you live. ``I have a duty tohildren. I have a duty to my family.'' But even if suh personsare antagonisti, we an still survive if we keep our friendly,loving relationships with devotees. Whenwe have these lovingrelationships with devotees and we atually experiene thislove, this will give us the strength to go on even in the fae ofso muh adversity of having to be in the physial proximity ofsuh unholy assoiation.



167Basi Training Priniples Given to CounseleesTherefore, Bhaktivinode Thakur says that assoiation isnot physial proximity; assoiation begins when there is love.Bhaktivinode Thakur addresses, ``O sadhakas! Please disrim-inate and understand the differene, and in this way, live inthe assoiation of devotees and have loving exhanges withdevotees. Hear the pastimes of the Lord in the assoiation ofdevotees. Give gifts; aept gifts, out of love. Give harity outof love. Aept harity out of love. Reveal your mind out oflove. Inquire onfidentially out of love.'' In the assoiation ofthose who are representatives of Krishna, ertainly we shouldbe loving them. And we should be areful, espeially withthose who are antagonisti. We may not be able to give themup, but we should deal with them out of duty.Bhaktivinode Thakur says that this is the nature of ex-hange. You will be with materialists. Just like Prabhupadawould even give the example that sometimes a businessmanhas to go out to dinner with his lients. He is eating togetherwith his lients�it is to reate a ertain atmosphere. Ofourse, if they are non-devotees, he does it. It is his business.He has to do it. But it is not that he speaks onfidentially,reveals in onfidene, all about his devotee life.I was on a plane one and I was sitting next to a verywealthy businessman. He asked me about myself, about whatI was doing, how I was living. Then after speaking a littlebit about myself, he started telling me about himself. Hespoke for about one hour and a half. He started telling somany onfidential things about his own life. He was revealingeverything about his diffiulties with his hildren. He hadan autisti daughter. He was talking about diffiulties withhis in-laws and diffiulties with his wealth. He has so muhmoney and he is not happy. Then all of a sudden he stopped



168 Setion Threeafter speaking for some extended period of time and asked,``Why am I saying all this? I don't even talk like this to mywife. You're some stranger. You sit next to me in the flight andI don't even know you for more than a ouple of hours. Andnow I'm telling you something I haven't told even my losestfriends.'' Then he said, ``Atually, wait a minute, I don't evenhave lose friends. Why did I tell you all this?'' Then his faestarted to hange. I was getting a little worried. I said, ``Oh, oh,wait a minute.'' He started looking out the window and said,``Why, why?'' As he was looking, all of a sudden this expressionon his fae ompletely hanged. With a big smile he looked atme and said, ``I know why.'' I asked, ``What is it? Why?'' Hesaid, ``Beause you are happy. You don't have a wife; you don'thave any hildren; you don't have a job; you don't have a bankaount; you don't have anything.''It was a new experiene for him, sitting next to somebodywho didn't have all these things and was happy. Therefore, hefelt like he had to pour his heart out. Then he asked, ``Tell me,how did you get like that?'' Then I told him about Prabhupada.Then I talked about Bhagavad Gita, and he said, ``I want thatbook.'' He said, ``Look, I am a businessman; I know whensomething is valuable. I want that book.'' So sometimes theymay be onfidential to us, but it is not that we have to beonfidential to them.This is the nature of loving exhanges. Bhaktivinode Tha-kur says, ``There is no hope of ahieving devotion to Krishnauntil one gives up unholy assoiation in this way. A renun-iate Vaisnava should aept whatever alms he reeives bymadhukari, or begging, at the house of an honest householderwith the above mentioned onsideration. He should always re-member the differene between gross begging and madhukari.



169Basi Training Priniples Given to CounseleesA grhastha Vaisnava should aept prasada-grains and drinksin the house of another grhastha who has pure harater. Oneshould always be autious about taking prasada in the house ofa non-devotee and one with bad harater. There is no needto speak further about this. Due to their pious ativities, thosewho have developed faith in devotional servie have a littleintelligene by the mery of Krishna. Due to that intelligene,they an easily understand the essene of the aaryas' instru-tions. Therefore only a few words are needed to instrut them.Those who have no pious redits have no faith. Even if theyare given volumes of instrution, they will not understand athing. Therefore Srila Rupa Gosvami has given only a fewwords of instrution in Sri Upadesamrta.''Sometimes we may think that Lord Caitanya's movementis meant for distributing love. So how is it that we are supposedto withhold love when we see materialisti persons? How arethey supposed to get love? But we an understand that we haveto be areful and protet ourselves from unholy assoiation,and understand the proper types of loving exhanges thattake plae between devotees. What is it that will attratsomebody's heart to really want to ome loser to devotionalservie? What will awaken their faith is when they see lovingexhanges between devotees. We have to understand thatpoint. That is what Lord Caitanya did. Lord Caitanya, forone year, ontinuously had His kirtans in the house of SrivasThakur, and only pure Vaishnavas, only suddha bhaktas, wereallowed. Anybody who had a little tinge of karma or jnanaouldn't get in.In the assoiation of His onfidential devotees, He wasrelishing the holy name of the Lord. He was relishing theirassoiation. He was fulfilling all of their innermost desires. He



170 Setion Threewas experiening suh loving reiproal exhanges with Hismost onfidential devotees, and then what happens? Thenwith His assoiates, He took everything to the streets. Hewent out. He didn't go out alone. We worship Lord Caitanya,who appeared with His assoiates. He brings His onfidentialdevotees to ome and reveal these loving exhanges so thatothers an see what is love.This is another purpose for whih we have festivals�sowe an relish the netar of Hari katha and the holy name inthe assoiation of devotees. We go out in the assoiation ofdevotees and show suh loving relationships between devotees.We have to show by our own examples to non-devotees andlet them see: ``Wow, look at these exhanges! I've never seensuh loving exhanges as this. Look at how they love eahother, not expeting anything in return. Look at how theyrelish just glorifying the holy names of the Lord. How they sitand disuss the topis of the Lord.''ma-itta mad-gata-pranabodhayantah parasparamkathayantas a mam nityamtusyanti a ramanti a``They are relishing this, deriving great pleasure. This is wherethey are getting their pleasure. When they see devotees gettingsuh pleasure in the assoiation of devotees, then they think,`Wow, there must be something in all of this.''' (Bg. 10.9)It is not that Lord Caitanya's mery is barred to the non-devotees. Although we may, as sadhakas, reserve this love. Butwe should show them, as Lord Caitanya showed. He took Hissankirtan movement to the streets and went everywhere with



171Basi Training Priniples Given to CounseleesHis assoiates, distributing these loving exhanges betweenHimself and His pure devotees. In this way even the mostfallen, even the most sinful, the most degraded wrethes, uponseeing the Lord and His dealings with His devotees, beameso attrated that they were willing to give up all their sinfulativities and also beome onfidential assoiates of the Lord.This is at least how we understand these instrutions givenby Bhaktivinode Thakur. In this way, if we live, alwaysbuilding up our faith in the assoiation of devotees, andby proper disrimination, aepting these loving exhangesin a healthy mood and healthy atmosphere, inreasing ourfaith in the goal, to love Krishna, then we an developreal love. How an I love Krishna if I an't love Krishna'sdevotees? We have no hope of loving Krishna if we an'tlove Krishna's devotees. This is our hope. So we loveKrishna's devotees, and then by their mery, kindness andompassion, the devotees give their kripa. They have theirprema; they have love for the Lord; they have their maitri,their friendly, loving dealings amongst eah other. Theyare kripa; they are meriful to those who don't understand,and upeksha, neglet, towards those who are envious. Ifwe learn how to properly disriminate, in this way we anmaintain our faith in the goal whih Srila Prabhupada ameto give us: hanting purely the holy names of the Lord inthe assoiation of Vaishnavas. We all an look forward tofulfilling Prabhupada's dream for all of us. When he ame onthe Jaladuta he said, ``O Lord, how will I ever deliver them?But ertainly You ould deliver them.'' Prabhupada prayed forour deliverane�all of us. He wanted us all to ahieve thisperfetion of life, to hant the holy name of the Lord purely, togo bak home bak to Godhead, and to make this our last life.



172 Setion ThreePrabhupada said, ``Yes, but don't take advantage; make thisyour last life. Don't make your spiritual master ome bak.''Question: Due to our onditioned nature, we are attratedto some devotees and we are not attrated to others. We arenot so pure to see that they have got these spiritual qualities.Sometimes our attration is not beause of some transen-dental quality whih he has, but beause he has some materialskill. So I try to develop a relationship with him. Is that allright, or should we try to go above?Certainly it is all right to assoiate. We even read inthe purport that one should follow the regulative priniplesand keep assoiation with pure devotees. The point is thatwe have assoiation with devotees who are more advaned.Bhaktivinode Thakur explains in the very beginning of JanaSanga, ``The word jana means both male and female humanbeings. Srila Rupa Goswami has written in Bhakti RasamritaSindhu: sadho sanga svato vare�a devotee should assoiatewithdevoteeswhoaremore advaned.'' As long aswedon't losesight that we should keep assoiation with devotees who aremore advaned. And we should maintain loving relationshipswith those who are more advaned, by serving them, byinquiring onfidentially from them, by revealing one's mindin onfidene with them. If we keep healthy assoiation thenertainly we an assoiate with another devotee who maynot neessarily be the most benefiial assoiation for us. Butat the same time, beause we have strength by that higherassoiation, then we will have the power to disriminate howto assoiate with that other devotee. And there will be nodanger whatsoever in that assoiation. If you are assoiatingwith a ommon servie, then ertainly you should want to



173Basi Training Priniples Given to Counseleesassoiate with that devotee, beause by serving him and byhearing from him, learning from him, you an use it for servieto guru and Krishna. But one should always assoiate withthose who are more advaned and not be omplaent.The exerpts of letures given in Setion Three are fromthe following letures:04.07.08 Lipetsk Meeting withNama Hatta leaders.04.10.02 Divnomorsk. Meeting with disiples.04.08.09 Meeting with ounselors. Minsk.04.03.05 Mayapur. Meeting with Vivasvan Pr. ounselorgroup.04.09.30 Divnomorsk. Meeting with disiples.04.06.19 Mosow. Devotee are, qualifiations and disqual-ifiations.03.10.26 Mosow. Meeting withNama Hatta leaders.



Setion FourQuestions and Answers�From Letters betweenNiranjana Swami and CounselorsContained in this setion are questions and answers fromletters, whih did not fall under the priniples outlined inSetion Three.
∗ ∗ ∗14-Mar-03Dear devi dasi,Please aept my blessings. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.Thank you very muh for your report, whih I have re-eived from .Regarding your question about Bhaktin , it is not soeasy for me to provide a onrete answer about how to dealwith her situation. Generally, as a ounselor, you must alwaystry your best to look past the external impressions (Bhaktin's onstant absene from meetings and the temple) andsee if there is a genuine and honest reason why she (oranybody else for that matter) has diffiulties attending thetemple programs and ounselor group meetings. In some ases,these obstales are temporary and an be overome if givenproper enouragement and time. In some ases, devotees areliving in extreme hardship, and due to eonomi pressure or



175Questions and Answerspressures from family, it is impossible for them to neglet thedemands that are falling upon them at that partiular periodin their life. If they are honest and sinere, in time they willfind strength within (through past assoiation) to overomethese obstales, and also, in due ourse of time, Krishna willhelp them by removing the obstales. In suh ases, you asa ounselor should simply try your best to be enouragingand aring, without judging their devotion based upon theirattendane. Certainly, under the irumstanes, they willneed time to normalize their lives to the point when theyan ome up to the proper standard expeted for a andidatefor initiation. But if we are patient with them, and they arepatient themselves, everything will develop naturally.Of ourse, unfortunately, in some ases, a new devotee maybe proud and independent, and he/she may think that he/shedoes not require the assoiation of devotees. In suh ases,there is not muh you an do, and you should not allow thesedevotees to disturb you.Hoping this meets you in good health.Your well-wisher,Niranjana Swami
∗ ∗ ∗29-Jan-2004Hare Krishna!Dear Guru Maharaja!Please aept my humble obeisanes.All glories to Srila Prabhupada!I deided towrite you a brief report aboutmy ounsellorshipand prabhu in partiular. I have been staying in



176 Setion Foursine the beginning of Deember, and almost every day I try tohelp him in his spiritual life and in somematerial affairs also�if I feel ompetent and see that those problems ause problemsin his spiritual life. Mainly, our efforts are direted towardsgradual rehabilitation of normal sadhana. There are someslight improvements, though there are still enough problems.I try to explain to him that loss of taste is a result ofimproper attitude for servie and towards the spiritual masterand towards the devotees in partiular. I also try to inspireprabhu to serve Krishna simply by following the instrutionsof the spiritual master and senior devotees without expetingthe award of 'taste'. One of the problems that I notie inprabhu is that he an't aept authority. We try to workin this diretion also. prabhu begs you to pray for himbeause he depends on the speial power of your prayers andexpresses his appreiation for your love and are of him. DearGuru Maharaja, please forgive me for my spiritual weaknessand inability to inspire prabhu. I will be very happy toreeive even a short letter from you.Hare Krishna!Learning to be a servant,das.Answer:Dear dasa,Please aept my blessings. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.Thank you very muh for your report onerningdasa. When I spoke with him last year, I ould understandthat he was having the same diffiulties as you are desribingnow, but I also noted that he was very sinere. All things



177Questions and Answersonsidered, it is this sinerity whih will save a devotee eventhough he may apparently lose hope of being saved. It isdiffiult to predit ``how'' and ``when'' Krishna's mery willmanifest in one's life. Sometimes it may not manifest untilmany long years of suffering have ome before it. When Isay ``manifest'', I mean that it will beome lear that, ``this ismery!'' The mery is there right now. A devotee is neveroverlooked by the Lord. What mery! But the Lord knows besthow to bring His devotee loser to Him, so we should thereforenot try to alulate when and how He should do it for us. Weshould simply remain sinere and go on with our endeavors tohant and hear Krishna's glories. That is sinerity.Please tell dasa that I am praying that he will simplyremain sinere in his efforts to beome Krishna onsious, andI pray that Krishna will help him as well to realize all the meryis getting right now.Hoping this meets you in good health.Your well-wisher,Niranjana Swami
∗ ∗ ∗20-Nov-2003Topi: Inspiration in preahing and attitude in preahingQuestion:I manage to visit twie a year. I regularly meet withyour disiple, prabhu. Devotees in lak regularassoiation with senior devotees and it is diffiult for themto maintain enthusiasm in devotional servie. prabhuattendsGrushensky andDivnomorsk festival, but neverthelesshe omplained to me when I went there the last time that hehas no taste for pratiing devotional servie. I visited his



178 Setion Fourplae. He lives with his mother, but has a simple bahelor'slife. There's a mess in his room, and it seems like it isdiffiult for him to organize his time properly after work andon weekends. To inspire him, I shared my impressions after mylast meetings with you and reommended to him to read yourbooks more often and maintain leanliness. But I am afraidthat that is not enough. Please instrut me how I an inspirehim more.Answer:Dear dasa,Please aept my blessings. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.Thank you very muh for sending your report onerningdasa. Needless to say, I am onerned that dasaappears to have no inspiration right now to improve himself.Of ourse this report was written several months ago. Thingsould have even gotten worse sine then, but I an remainhopeful that things also might have beome better.The offering of inspiration to others is not so muh some-thing whih an be taught as muh as it should be experiened.When you are inspired, the inspiration an more easily affetothers. If you are not inspired, no matter how hard you mighttry to reate inspiration in somebody else, there is muh lessof a hane that you will be suessful.During our meeting in Otober, I tried to impress uponyou so many instrutions and priniples to help you beomeinspired as a preaher. You might ask, ``Why did I do that?''The answer was beause I was inspired by your desire to beomea preaher. Of ourse, my inspiration to help you ame fromyour desire to be helped. This may not be the ase in yourefforts with dasa, and in fat, it sounds as if it is NOT the



179Questions and Answersase. But if you want to have any hope of inspiring somebody,then you must be prepared to give as muh of yourself asyou possibly an to them without ever expeting anything inreturn�even if they don't respond to your preahing. Bypreahing without attahment to the results, ``we'' an remaininspired to preah in any ondition, whether somebody isreeptive or not. This does not mean that we need to preahforefully. But we need to show that we are. That effort, in ofitself, although possibly not bearing any immediate fruit, still,it an leave a lasting impression, whih will bear fruit in thefuture.You an also tell dasa, that I said that it would be nieif he found the time to ome and see me when I'm in Mosowthis summer. I would be happy to meet with him and hopefullytry to enourage him as well.Hoping this meets you in good health.Your well-wisher,Niranjana Swami
∗ ∗ ∗Dear dasa,Please aept my blessings. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.In priniple, for younger devotees it is inappropriate forthem to be subjeted to onflits about their spiritual lifebetween different ``authorities.'' Although you did not omeout and say it, it ``appears'' that dasa's perspetive aboutBhakta is influened by his role as Temple President. Inpriniple, it is perfetly fine for a Temple President to fulfillboth roles as Temple President and as Counselor, provided heis apable of seeing the needs of his ounselee objetively.



180 Setion FourHowever, if somebody serves as a ounselor who is not ina managerial position, it is their responsibility to solve anyonfliting instrutions for their ounselee with the templeauthorities, without subjeting the ounselee to the onflit.This requires maturity on the parts of both the ounselorand the managers. If relationships and dealings annot beonduted so maturely, then it is best to let the ounseleeaept the President as his exlusive ounselor. If he hasinsuffiient trust in the Temple President, and voluntarilyexpresses that to you, then it is your responsibility to disussthis point with the President in a mature way and workout the best situation for the devotee. But if he does trustthe President, (and the onflits annot be resolved maturelywithout disturbing the ounselee), then he should have onlythe President as his ounselor.Of ourse, the best situation is when there are maturerelationships between the templemanagers and other devoteeswho are serving as ounselors, so that all of these onflits anbe resolved without disturbing the minds of the ounselees.Hoping this meets you and your wife in good health.Your well-wisher,Niranjana Swami
∗ ∗ ∗10-Feb-2003Dear devi dasi,Hare Krishna. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.You've asked:``What is the right way to establish relations between theounselor and the andidate to beome a disiple?''



181Questions and AnswersThere is a lot whih ould be written on this subjet. I havegiven several letures on the subjet and some of them an befound in Russian in my publiations. But, in brief, I will give afew reommendations.The relations should be established on the basis of trust.In other words, you should establish your authority with aandidate on the basis of ``how muh faith does the andidatehave in your preahing and your example?'' This is veryimportant for a ounselor. Surely a ounselor should havethe support of the loal authorities to at in the apaity of aounselor, and, to some degree, that support should be somebasis for the andidate to trust their ounselor. But, my point,is that we should not rely on the authority's support alonefor taking up the servie of being a ounselor. We must also``earn'' trust by our preahing and example. Too many timesI have seen devotees ``appointed'' to at in some a apaityas a spiritual leader or guide, but the appointment was madebeause the authority did not have the time to render theservie himself/herself, and they needed to find somebodywho would do it. I appreiate that the leaders are onernedthat somebody does it and that the role of having spiritualounselors is not negleted in their yatra. But, there shouldbe some qualifiation in a ounselor as well, and one of themost important qualifiations is the ability to win the trustof others by their example and their preahing. Certainlythat is not the only qualifiation. But it is a very importantqualifiation.Based upon your letter, I sense that you do have thisability, and I definitely sense that you are about devidasi. So, there may be no point in desribing all that I'vedesribed above. But, sine you asked for the ``right way to



182 Setion Fourestablish relations'', I wanted to emphasize that the above ISTHE RIGHT WAY, and I thank you very muh for askingthe question. It shows me that you want to do it the RIGHTWAY.Other than that, you should establish regular meetingswith your ounselees, and you should establish a basis formeeting, not only to disuss the devotees themselves, but tohave philosohpial and enlivening disussions about both thephilosophy and pratial aspets of Krishna onsiousness. Ifthe meetings are always about the devotees themselves, themeetings may beome stagnant, sine there may not be thatmuh hange from one meeting to the next. Therefore, thereshould always be some kind of Krishna onsious disussion.This will make the meetings more meaningful, and inspiringto take part in (both for yourself and for your ounselees).I hope that these few points will be helpful for you in thefuture.I would be very eager to reeive another report from youabout devi dasi as soon as you an find the time to writeone.I hope that this letter meets you in good health.Your well-wisher,Niranjana Swami
∗ ∗ ∗Dear ,Hare Krishna. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.As you know it is my desire to reeive regular reports fromdevotees who are serving as ounselors for my disiples. It ismy opinion that, although it takes some time and ommitmentto write suh reports, the effort to do so helps me tremendously



183Questions and Answersto better understand how my aspiring disiples and disiplesare doing in their devotional servie. I keep reord of everyounselor report I reeive and I use them in the ourse ofmy travels when meeting and speaking with disiples. Thesereports an also help you in your servie, sine it gives me theopportunity to offer you either enouragement or guidaneshould either be neessary when dealing with your ounselees.I have put together a rather simple report, whih you oulduse as a template for your first report on eah ounselee. Then,as you an see, all subsequent reports an be written by givingsimple updates from one report to the next. I would be satisfiedto reeive a report for eah ounselee from you one a year,but if it's possible, then twie a year would be even better.Please look through the following form and from nowon use it as the basis for all future reports. Please send allyour reports to Sarva Laksmi devi dasi. Her email address isShamil.Yahin�is.pamho.net.Thank you very muh for assisting me in this most impor-tant servie.Hoping this meets you in good health.Your well-wisher,Niranjana Swami



Templates for Counselor ReportsFirst Report about a Counselee
• Name:
• Date of birth:
• Live in asrama or outside of asrama?
• Single, married, or divored:
• If married, is spouse a devotee?
• Children and their age:
• Is there opposition to Krishna onsiousness from familymembers? If so, desribe:
• Type of work:
• Eduation:
• Desribe daily sadhana:
• Do they have any temple servie or servie to the oun-selor group? Desribe:
• Is there any onflit between diretion from ounselorand diretion from temple authority? If so, desribe:
• How often do they attend ounselee programs?
• How often do they attend temple programs?
• How often are there meetings between the ounselorand ounselee?
• Desribe other means of ommuniation between theounselor and ounselee, and approximately how oftenthey take plae:



185Subsequent Reports about a Counselee
• Are there any obstales whih prevent regular ommu-niation with the ounselee? If so, desribe:
• Skills:
• Date of beoming a ounselee:
• Date of beginning to hant 16 rounds and following thefour priniples:
• Overall summary of the ounselee's attitude towardshis/her praties in Krishna Consiousness, and willing-ness to follow diretions from ounselor:
• Any other benefiial omments:Subsequent Reports about a Counselee
• Desribe any hanges whih may have taken plae onany of the above points between previous report andpresent report.
• Desribe possible reasons for these hanges and thereommendations whih were given by the ounselor forimprovement if the hanges were negative.
• If hanges were positive, please also note suh hangesand desribe how long these hanges have been observed.


